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MARC SCHMITT 

NEWS EDITOR 

Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology’s 

Fall Career Fair is this Wednesday, Sept 16 

from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Hosted by the Office of 

Career Services and Employer Relations, this 

year’s Fall Career Fair, our largest yet, will 

see 264 companies come to campus in search 

of the future employees that Rose-Hulman 

has to offer. 

The week will be filled with information 

sessions, meet-and-greets, and hundreds of 

interviews with prospective employers. To 

prepare, Career Services has been offering 

students opportunities to improve their re-

sumes and communication skills, as well as 

pertinent advice for students.  

Career Services will be hosting a career 

fair boot camp for all students on Monday, 

Sept. 14 in the Khan Room in the Hulman Me-

morial Union. The boot camp will help stu-

dents revise and improve their resumes with 

the help of experienced staff and peer advi-

sors. Students will also have 

the opportunity to practice 

their 30-second elevator 

speech, aimed at quickly 

highlighting their strengths 

to employers. Company re-

cruiters will also be available 

to give feedback on students’ 

resumes. 

Scott Tieken, Associate 

Director of Career Services, 

also sent out an email to all 

students reminding them of 

tips for the career fair. 

Among those tips were re-

minders to shower, brush 

your teeth, and to wear deo-

dorant.  

 Students will have 

the chance to talk to a wide 

variety of companies, includ-

ing giants such as Amazon.com, Caterpillar, 

Cummins, General Electric, and SpaceX. The 

majors that are in most demand are mechani-

cal engineering and com-

puter science.  

 A club and activities 

expo will be held before the 

career fair from 9 a.m. to 11 

a.m. Companies will have 

the chance to talk to mem-

bers and leaders of clubs, 

who will demonstrate their 

contributions to campus 

and their members.  

 After the career fair, 

the Student Recreation 

Center Field House will be 

t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o 

“Interview City,”  nick-

named this by Career Ser-

v i c e s .  C o m p a n i e s  s i f t 

through the mountain of 

resumes from students and call students for 

on campus interviews. 

 Helping coordinate this massive effort 

are a group of student volunteers that help set 

up companies’ booths, pass out water and 

food for recruiters, and help the Career Ser-

vices team put on the career fair. 

 This year over 200 students signed up 

to volunteer for the career fair. The organiz-

ers had to limit volunteer shifts for juniors 

and seniors due to the sheer amount of stu-

dent volunteers. One reason for the outpour-

ing of support is that volunteers get their re-

sumes sent to companies. 

 The career fair also has an unofficial 

app for android and iOS, which has a map of 

companies’ booths and a list of companies 

attending. The app was developed by Benedict 

Wong, a junior computer science major. A 

mobile web version of the app is located at 

rhcareerfair.cf. 
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MIRIAM REMMERS 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

On Saturday, Sept. 12, Rose-

Hulman and Indiana State stu-

dents  part ic ipated in  Rose -

Hulman Lambda Chi Alpha’s first 

annual Watermelon Bust.  The 

event, which benefitted Catholic 

Charities, the local affiliate of 

Feeding America, was kicked off 

at 1 p.m. by chapter president 

and senior mechanical engineer-

ing major Jacob Rigelman, who 

introduced junior software engi-

neering major Steven Doolan, the 

organizer of the event.  After ex-

plaining how the event would 

proceed, Doolan invited Rose-

Hulman President Dr. James 

Conwell to open the event by say-

ing a few words and smashing the 

first watermelon.  

Dr. Conwell took the hammer, 

shook his head, and simply said 

“No words,” before proceeding to 

pulverize the inaugural melon.  

As the crowd cheered and bits of 

pink fruit flew everywhere, Doo-

lan shepherded all the teams to 

the first event, the Watermelon 

Obstacle Course. A Lambda Chi 

brother, who was charged with 

keeping events running smoothly 

and quickly, captained each team. 

In addition to Rose-Hulman 

Lambda Chis, many members of 

ISU Lambda Chi gathered to help 

with the event, cheer participants 

on, lead teams, and on occasion 

even participate in an event or 

two. All affiliated men wore t-

shirts with Lambda Chi’s tradi-

tional Cross & Crescent, printed 

with a watermelon pattern for the 

event. 

First up on the obstacle 

course was the team Rose -

Hulman Alpha Omicron Pi. The 

course required two participants 

to carry a watermelon between 

them without using their hands 

or arms, then hand off the melon 

to a third member to army crawl 

under two tarps. After this a 

fourth member would take the 

watermelon, run and spin around 

with their forehead on a baseball 

bat ten times, then carry the wa-

termelon to a tarp where they 

would attempt to smash it with a 

huge hammer, stopping  the tim-

er for their team. Some team 

demonstrated creative strategies 

for carrying the watermelon with-

out hands, including the strong-

est member of the team picking 

up the lightest member and car-

rying them while they cradled the 

melon against their stomach. Top 

Speed, the team from the third 

floor of Speed Hall, took the lead 

after this event, followed by Tri 

Delta’s Delta Domination and the 

team from Mees, Mees with a 

Cripple. 

 

 

  

Continued on Page 3. 

The crowd cheered and bits of  

pink fruit flew everywhere 

The Student Recreation Center prepared for the Career Fair.   

Photo by Albert Kaltenthaler 

Student teams gathered to compete in the watermelon bust.  

Photo by Miriam Remmers 

Students meet with company recruiters.    

Photo by WTHI-TV 
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Our Mission Statement: 
We are Rose-Hulman’s independent student newspaper. 

We keep the Rose-Hulman community informed by 

providing an accurate and dependable source for news 

and information.  

Bethany Martin • Editor-in-Chief 

Miriam Remmers • Editor-in-Chief 

Jennifer Mobley • Business Manager 

Marc Schmitt • News Editor 
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ISSUES of The Rose Thorn are published on the second through ninth 
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WEEKLY MEETINGS occur at 5:15 p.m. on the first through ninth 

Wednesdays of each academic quarter. All members of the Rose-

Hulman community are welcome to attend.  

SUBMISSION of articles, photographs, art, and letters to the editor is 

encouraged. Submission may be made by email to thorn@rose-

hulman.edu or in person to Percopo room 031. The submission dead-

line is 5:00 p.m. Friday. 

THE RIGHTS to accept submissions or changes made after the dead-

line, to edit submissions in so far as the original intent of the submis-

sion remains unaltered, and to reject submissions deemed inappropri-

ate for print are reserved by the editors. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR should be no longer than 600 words in 

length and must contain the writer’s (electronic) signature. 

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED herein are those of their respective authors 

and with the exception of the Staff View do not necessarily represent 

the views of the staff or the Rose-Hulman community. 
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MIRIAM REMMERS 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

The next  event  was t he Watermelon  
Throw, where t ea ms had three tr ies  eac h  
to  toss  a  watermelon as  fa r  as  poss ib le .  
In  add it io n to  t he  tra dit io nal  approach-
es ,  t ea ms also  t r ied  discus ,  s hot  put ,  
and ha mmer t hro w strategies  to  s ee  
whic h would  send the g iant  f ru it  hu rt-
l ing fa rther  t hrou gh the a ir .  N ear  t he  
compl et ion  of  th is  event ,  a  l ight  ra in  
began  to  fa l l ,  lead ing  the o rganizers  to  
decid e to  mo ve t he S l ippy Cu p Sl ip N’  
S l ide  up  in  the event  schedule ,  as  pa r-
t ic ipant s  would  be gett ing  wet  any way .  
For  t his  re lay  event ,  four  members  o f  
each  tea m sl id  do wn a  g iant  s l ip  n ’  s l ide  
to  a  ta ble ,  where  they  would  dr ink a l l  o f  
the K ool-A id  in  a  cu p a nd t hen f l ip  a  
cup unt i l  i t  la nded  upside  down.   Sever-
al  ISU La mbda Chis ,  inc luding t he ir  
cha pter  presid ent ,  gamely  a greed t o  
step in  a nd s l ip n ’  s l ide  for  t hose  t eams  
whic h did n’ t  have enough part ic ipa nts  
who  were  wil l ing to  get  wet .   

In  t he interest  o f  t ime,  the tea ms  
each s pl i t  into  two  groups to  s imulta ne-
ously  compet e in  Gia nt  Pong a nd Melon  
Toss .  Melo n Toss ,  essent ia l ly  a  g iant  
vers io n of  a n egg to s s ,  sa w so me t eams 

successful ly  catching watermelons  f rom 
opposit e  s ides  o f  a  large tarp,  while  ot h-
ers  dro pped  the mel on o n t he ir  f i rst  
thro w aft er  s l id ing o n the watermelon  
guts  u nderfoot .   Everyone  reconvened  

for  t he  f inal  event ,  the Tug  of  War.   This  
tradit ional  co mpet it io n was made more  
dif f icul t  tha n usual  with  t he  purposeful  
addit io n of  smashed watermelons  on t he  
grou nd.  Aft er  several  enthusia st ic  heats ,  
Doolan a nd several  other  brothers  re-
treated  to  ta l ly  t he  po int  tota l s .  

Part ic ipants  enjoy ed  smashing  or  

eat ing t he remaining watermelons whil e  
they  wa ited  to  hear  the res ults .  When 
Doolan  returned ,  he revealed  t he  news:  
To p S peed had  won the day ,  fo l lo wed  by  
Tea m Stea ks auce in  second a nd Hau -
t ian’s  Eleven in  th ird .  As  at t end ees  
s lowly  f i l tered o ut ,  covered in  water-
melo n bits ,  Rose -Hu lman Lambda Chi  
and senior  co mput er  sc ienc e ma jor  
Isaac  Sa nders  said ,  “Everyo ne had a  lot  
of  fu n co mpeting,  [and fo r]  a  good  
cause ,  too .  I  a m excit ed  to  s ee  what  my  
brot hers  do to  bui ld  upon th is  s uccess  
in  future  Wat ermelo n Busts .”  

THADDEUS HUGHES  

GUEST WRITER 

Regulators Accept “Chip in Pill” Application 
 

The Department of Agriculture has accepted the 
application for a “digital pill” developed by Califor-
nia-based Proteus Digital Health. The pill contains 
an electronic chip, enclosed in a schizophrenia med-
icine. The chip contains a sensor which detects the 
presence of a particular drug and relays this infor-
mation back to a wearable patch on the patient’s 
skin, which transmits the information to a mobile 
device. 

This technology can be used to more reliably 
combat the issue of double-dosage or skipping dos-
ages in patients with impaired memories, such as 
those with Alzheimer’s disease. Complications relat-
ed to this have been estimated at $300 billion in 
unnecessary costs. 

The approval of such technology could open the 
door to other applications, allowing closer monitor-
ing of bodily systems. The acceptance of the applica-
tion does not necessitate approval, but getting it in 
the door is an important step for the technology go-
ing forward. 

“This is the opening of a new regulatory pathway 
that allows the pharmaceuticals industry to combine 
its medical innovation with innovation in software,” 
Proteus chief executive Andrew Thompson said.  

 
“Phoenix Sniper” Makes 11th Strike 
 

Since August 29, incidents of a bullet hitting a 
vehicle on major Arizona highways have occurred 11 
times. Authorities are referring to the attacks, a ma-
jority of which have occurred on 1-10, as domestic 
terrorism. 

The only injury that has occurred so far is the 
slicing of a young girl’s ear from glass shards after a 
bullet struck the windshield of the SUV she was rid-
ing in. 

“It is just a matter of time, if this behavior con-
tinues, that we will have tragedy on our roadways,” 
Col. Frank Milstead of Arizona Department of Pub-
lic Safety (DPS) said. 

The strikes do not seem to follow a pattern, with 
bullets striking anything from armored cars to semis 
to small cars. Even the projectiles are different, with 
some not classified as bullets, meaning they could 
be anything from small lobbed rocks to BBs. “We 
have a number of officers… both uniformed, non-
uniformed, plainclothes… looking for the suspect, 
looking for leads” DPS spokesman Bart Graves said.  

 
Senate Fails to Block Iranian Nuclear Deal 
 

The U.S. Senate failed to pass a measure Sept. 10 
to block the Iran nuclear deal by a vote of 58-42, 
with the measure requiring 60 votes. This marked 
the last chance for opponents to block the agree-
ment from becoming law. All 54 Senate Republicans 
voted to block the deal, along with the support of 4 
Democrats. The remaining 40 Democrats and 2 In-
dependents all voted to allow the measure.  

“There’s bipartisan opposition to this deal. Only 
Democratic support.” Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell (R-KY) said. 

The agreement, produced by the United Nations, 
outlines Iran’s nuclear enrichment capacity, level, 
and stockpile limitations and removes many limita-
tions to research and development. Spent fuel will 
be exported, preventing reprocessing. After verifica-
tion of Iran’s implementation of key commitments, 
the European Union and U.S. plan to lift nuclear-
related sanctions to the Middle Eastern power.  

Top Speed had won the day, followed 
by Team Steaksauce in second and 
Hautian’s Eleven in third  

Lambda Chi Alpha team leaders plan for the next event in the Watermelon Bust. 
Photo by Miriam Remmers 

President Conwell smashing the inaugural 
watermelon.     
Photo by Miriam Remmers 
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Meet Wednesdays  

Team Top Speed attempting a daring strate-
gy in the obstacle course.    
Photo by Miriam Remmers 

I am excited to see 
what my brothers do 
to build upon this 
success in future Wa-
termelon Busts 
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Mark Rodgers 

Opinions Editor 

“Jurassic World” 

  I went into this movie cautiously optimistic. I 

really liked the original movies, but I really wanted this follow-up 

to live up to the hype. “Chris Pratt with Dinosaurs” lives up to the 

hype, which is a welcome change.  The whole movie was a love 

letter to the original, with Easter eggs galore for eagle-eyed fans 

to spot.  Plot-wise it follows the same line as the originals: the 

humans got too cocky and it screws them over in the end. Except 

now it takes them ten years to screw up, and we get to see a func-

tioning dinosaur theme park, which was a sense of majesty that 

the first movie captured well.  There were some things that were a 

little too heavily foreshadowed, but the action scenes make you 

not care. 

5/5 Rosies 

 

 

“Ant-Man” 

Another summer, another “who the heck is that?” superhero 

movie, this time focusing on the miniscule Avenger: Ant-Man.  

Unfortunately this film falls short of last summer’s “Guardians of 

the Galaxy” phenomenon. That is a really high goal to meet 

though, and it is unrealistic to expect that.  “Ant-Man” was very 

self-aware of its status of an outlier in the Marvel universe, and at 

one point, Paul Rudd’s character, Scott Lang, even says that they 

should call the Avengers instead of taking care of it himself.  The 

movie is set up like a heist comedy movie with a superhero 

thrown in, and it succeeds in that respect. It was a lot of fun to 

watch and enjoy.  

4/5 Rosies 

 

 

Minions 

I went to see this movie with my family because they are a big 

fan of the Despicable Me franchise, and I am as well; it’s some 

wholesome family fun for everyone watching.  “Minions” does 

that very well, tossing in slapstick kid-friendly humor with a few 

well-placed jokes for older audiences and a killer 60’s soundtrack 

to boot.  The only problem I had was that I heard too much Span-

ish in the minions’ supposedly “gibberish” language.  

3/5 Rosies 

Lauren Santichen 

Flipside Editor 

 Over the summer, “Mission Impossi-

ble 5” debuted in theaters across America. 

Starring Tom Cruise, the typical hot woman, 

and Hawkeye from “The Avengers,” this se-

quel was much different from others in its 

series. While still being full of action and 

car/foot chases, this movie was more come-

dic than previous ones, with quotable 

phrases like “I can neither confirm nor deny 

the contents of mission reports without the 

approval of the Secretary.”  

However, despite the good comedic ele-

ment, the plot of the movie could use some 

work. It’s less like “Mission Impossible” and 

more like “Mission Implausible.” The plot 

doesn’t even care to keep consistency 

throughout the movie.  

The first instance of this is when the 

main character, Ethan Hunt, and his friend 

meet up with hot woman Ilsa Faust at her 

house in Casablanca. There, she is training 

to hold her breath for the three minutes re-

quired to break into Secure Location A’s un-

derwater turbine tank. Instead of doing the 

logical thing and letting the woman be the 

one to go into the tank, the plot decides that 

Hunt will be doing it for no other reason 

than “he is Ethan Hunt.” Faust ends up go-

ing in after him anyway to save the hero 

from drowning. Why not just let her go in 

the first place? She was training specifically 

for that moment. 

A n o t h e r 

instance is 

t o w a r d 

the end 

where Evil 

Villain #5, 

S o l o m o n 

L a n e , 

w a n t s 

s o m e 

codes that 

E t h a n 

supposed-

ly memo-

r i z e d . 

L a n e 

h a n d s 

over a 

h o s t a g e 

for a few codes to make sure they are correct 

and legitimate and then tries to take Ethan 

for the rest of the codes. However, a short 

chase scene later and Lane has completely 

forgotten about the codes and just wants to 

kill Ethan and get it over with. What was the 

point of letting the hostage go in the first 

place? There is no reason! 

While the addition of comedy to the al-

ready dramatic movie was a great idea, the 

plot detracts from itself by being incon-

sistent and illogical at several points. Hope-

fully the next sequel will be more thought 

out than this one. 

3/5 Rosies 

It’s less like “Mission Impossible” and 

more like “Mission Implausible.”  

Mission Impossible: Rogue Nation     

Photo from Youtube.com 

Bethany Martin 

Editor in Chief 

When I heard about a romantic science-fiction 

film written by Joss Whedon, I immediately 

jumped on that bandwagon. In my 

mind, it was going to be Dr. Horri-

ble-Firefly-Avengers off-the-wall 

craziness and fantastic plot points. 

“In Your Eyes” was pretty tame in 

comparison. 

Rebecca Porter (Zoe Kazan, 

“What If”) is a rich and neglected 

New England housewife. She 

drives a Range Rover that her doc-

tor husband bought for her. She 

lives a comfortable life, except for 

rare moments in her life when she 

suddenly feels as if there is another 

person in her head. 

Enter Dylan Kershaw (Michael 

Stahl-David). Dylan is an ex-

convict on parole in New Mexico. 

He was caught stealing, and he 

covered for his friends. His first 

night in prison, he was terrified. 

But he felt as though there was 

someone there with him, and he was comforted. 

As it turns out, that other person in their heads 

was each other. One day their link went all the way 

through. They can see, hear, feel, smell, and some-

times taste what the other can. Their telepathic 

link sometimes shares their emotions, but it stops 

there. Their thoughts are private.  

As they figure out their new connection, they 

realize it isn’t actually new. They have been influ-

encing each other’s lives for their whole lives. They 

start having conversations everywhere, which 

makes them look crazy to the other people. The 

audience starts to think that they should just put in 

Bluetooth earpieces and look inconsiderate.  

The characters are compatible. The dynamic 

between them is excellent, especially since they are 

never actually in the same scene as one another.  

There are times during the film 

that you question the sanity of the 

main characters. What if the other 

person is actually in their head? 

What if Joss Whedon is just going 

to break my heart again? 

As the movie goes through the ge-

neric plot devices that are the norm 

in romantic films, you start to wor-

ry about how things could possible 

turn out well for our heroes.  

The ending was strangely unsatis-

fying for me. That is probably in-

dicative of my movie watching hab-

its though, as I expect a neatly tied 

bow at the end. This movie is tied 

up with a slightly sloppy bow. How-

ever, I still enjoyed the premise and 

the character development and 

would recommend this movie to 

any die-hard romantic. 

3/5 Rosies 

In Your Eyes 

Photo from Engadget.com 
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Amaryllis Biduaka 

Lifestyle Editor  

This Friday my friend invited me out to celebrate her  birthday at a 

small restaurant in Indianapolis called Twenty Tap. The main reason 

she selected this restaurant was its excellent burgers, as well as its ex-

pansive list of local beers. When we arrived at the restaurant late in the 

evening, the place was packed full of people, which resulted in our 

group waiting an hour to be seated.  

As we waited our hour, the place was continuously packed to the 

brim with people. Not once during our hour of waiting time did the 

amount of customers waver. When we were seated, we started off with 

two appetizers: cheese curds and pretzels.  

The cheese curds were crispy and paired well with their provided 

chipotle and garlic sauces. The pretzels were a bit saltier than I 

would’ve liked, but the cheese sauce helped alleviate that. The most in-

teresting detail about the pretzels was they were served with a side of 

homemade pickled vegetables. They were salty with just a hint of spicy, 

which was a combination I hadn’t had before.  

For my main course I had the Tuscan burger. This burger was cov-

ered in homemade bruschetta, goat cheese, arugula, and was served on 

garlic buttered Brioche.  It didn’t take long for the burger to arrive with 
its side of signature seasoned fries and pickles. The fries were my idea 

of an ideal fry, crispy on the outside and soft on the inside. The pickles 

were a new flavor that I hadn’t experienced before. They had a hint of 

cinnamon mixed in with the vinegar taste, which was a confusing yet 

delicious combination.  

The burger itself was tender and pilled high with cheeses. The 

cheeses were not the best combination with the burger; they were soggi-

er and heavily outweighed the taste of the burger. But overall the burg-

er and fry combination was a delight.  

I did not order a beer when I was there, but a friend of mine did.  

He ordered the People’s Mr. Brown, which is a brown ale nitro brew. 

The beer was dark, full-bodied, and semi-heavy on the toasted grain 

flavor. The hops were noticeable, but not overwhelming,  and the drink  

had a  hint  of  char  f la vor  to  i t .  I f  the menu  were  not  f i l led  with  

over  20 ty pes  of  beer ,  he  would  love to  ha ve that  beer  a ga in .   

Overal l  t his  restaurant  was  a  great  ex perience food -wis e.  Had  

i t  not  been pac ked and we were s eated qu ic kly ,  I  would  g ive  th is  

restaurant  rave rev iews.  The burgers  range  fro m $10  to  $11  whil e  

appet izers  ra nge f ro m $5 $ 8,  making t he  restau rant  relat ively  

af forda bl e.  I f  you’re  l ooking for  a  great  pla ce  for  beer  and burg-

ers  in  Ind ia napol is ,  g ive  t his  resta urant  a  try .  You  wil l  be  glad  

you did .   

Twenty Tap  

Morgan Escalera  

Staff Writer 

  Regardless of race or creed, everyone 

has experienced at one point or another the 

dreaded traffic jam. There is nothing quite so 

disheartening on a long journey down a high-

way as seeing hundreds upon hundreds of cars 

in densely packed stagnation, crawling along 

the road at five mph in a 65 mph zone. While 

it is most common in urban sprawls and on 

highways, everyone can and will be affected by 

it (yes, even Rose-Hulman students). 

So why do these traffic jams occur? There 

are several reasonable explanations, from road 

construction to simple problematic rush hour 

congestion. From a statistical standpoint, the 

most prevalent cause of traffic jams (per Texas 

Transportation Institute) is car crashes, which 

is also a reasonable claim.  

In addition to often being tragedies, car 

crashes are still some of the most inexplicable 

phenomena in modern life, despite several at-

tempts at modeling them. However, it is still a 

problem evidencing itself in almost every in-

stance of a traffic jam. The congestion caused 

by the initial incident persists for minutes, 

sometimes even hours after the problem is 

cleaned up, whether it is a car crash, roadside 

repair, or debris spill-over.  

This is easiest exemplified by traffic heat 

maps that are commonly used by applications 

such as Google Maps and MapQuest. Within 

minutes of the offending incident, their soft-

ware will calculate ef-

fective response time 

and resulting complica-

tions from the accident 

and usually come up 

with estimates in urban 

areas that can amount 

to 30-45 minutes of ex-

tra travel time per mile. 

Let’s look at the 

classic case of the traf-

fic jam: simple rush 

hour traffic. It happens 

daily in many cities 

worldwide. Nothing is 

wrong with the roads, 

the cars travelling the 

roads, or with the envi-

ronment. Yet, as hun-

dreds of thousands of 

people finish their nine

-to-five jobs and head 

to the various suburb 

areas to spend the 

night, the lanes slow to 

a crawl. Not everyone has been in a traffic 

jam, but the colloquial definition of them as 

“stop and start” is perhaps most accurate. 

Imagine sitting in one of the three or four 

lanes of the highway leading out of the city, 

and picture a car in the left-

most lane. Each lane sput-

ters and starts before stop-

ping again to wait. The 

lanes go on like this for 

some time, until the car, 

crafty as it is, notices that 

the lane to their immediate 

right is going slightly faster 

than the current one, so 

much so that the car that 

was level with it is now out of sight ahead. 

Seizing the opportunity, it moves into the next 

lane. That simple decision causes major prob-

lems. 

While that itself is not a surprise, the per-

centage of lost time in traffic jams due to indi-

vidual decisions like that arbitrary one is 

astounding. This accounts for 35-45 percent of 

total time lost to traffic jams nationwide. A 

three-month study on Illinois State Route four  

estimated that ten minutes of time was lost 

per lane shift by a single car. Even t he c ar  

ma king  that  d ecis ion  barel y  brea ks  even  

on t ime.  

On a n ind iv idual  scal e ,  i t  is  much l ike  

predict ing stoc ks .  There s impl y  isn ’ t  a  

good wa y to  predict  which la ne in  that  

s i tuat ion  is  going  to  go  fa ster  t han  any  

other .  Compou nding the i ssue ,  i f  dozens  

of  cars  ma ke t hat  ex a ct  decis ion ,  a  s econd  

smal ler  t raf f ic  ja m o f ten oc curs  just  af t er  

the f irst ,  provo king more  dela ys .  The  f i -

nal  tho ught  i s  th is :  s tay  in  you r  lane,  

plea se .   

What’s up with traffic jams  
Is there a way to reduce the amount of traffic jams?  

Car crashes are still some of  

the most inexplicable  

phenomena in modern life  

The cheese curds were an amazing side before the main dish.  

Photo by Ourdailydishblog.wordpress.com 

Traffic jams are an annoying every day occurrence. 

Photo by unocardealers.com 

The wait for the burgers was definitely worth it.  

Photo by Ourdailydishblog.wordpress.com 
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David Huang 

Entertainment Editor 

 

Information Technology workers have a pretty interesting lot in life. As I write this, I’m 

trying to work with everyone and try to set up the Rose Thorn storage server. It’s a pretty 

frustrating experience all around so far, which is typical, since we don’t have all the resources 

we need, which is also typical. Everyone here’s actually being surprisingly understanding 

about that. I’ll admit, this is probably one of the best IT work experiences I’ve had because of 

that alone.  

Being understanding doesn’t mean that everyone isn’t upset to some extent 

though. Everybody expects things to work, but the people who expect things to 

work typically don’t have much of an idea of what is needed to make things 

work. That leads back to not having the resources we need, which leads to more 

frustration.  

A lot of IT work in general actually is surprisingly people-oriented, especially 

if you’re doing remote support. When you have to call someone and tell them 

instructions, you have to convince them that you know better than them on a 

topic that they’re paying you to know better than them (or in my current case, 

not so paid), all while not letting them realize that you think they’re illiterate. 

Technologically illiterate.  

There’s a large amount of trust that’s simultaneously necessary and necessarily nonex-

istent in between the two parties on either end of a technical support call. You need trust on 

both ends so the caller can trust their technical support to tell them what to do, and so that 

the technical support can trust the caller to actually do what they’re told.  

On the other side of that though, a lot of technical support calls take you to some call 

center with some technologically illiterate technical support, so the caller can’t trust the sup-

port 100 percent. At the same time, the technician really can’t trust the caller to do anything 

right at all. Ever. Especially since a lot of people who call for technical support on personal 

computers these days are the same people who don’t know how to use Google and YouTube 

to solve their problems without a middleman. Remember, most of your problems, be it with 

your computer or your car or your paper airplane, can be solved via Google now.  

Another people skill point that a lot of people don’t realize about technical support is 

that a lot of times their job is to call other technical support. There’s a lot of things that can’t 

be fixed locally without special call-in support, especially if you’re dealing with corporate 

technologies. This multiplies the remote technical support trust issue or adds it back in if 

you’re lucky enough to have a technician on site with you. Sometimes, you just can’t install 

something for someone without calling some guy in India and asking them to register 

your computer using this registration code and getting back another registration 

code on your end that you then have to enter manually all because that piece of 

software was designed to make life frustrating. And to keep information safe 

sometimes, but it’s easy to forget about that.  

All in all, the frustrations of working in IT really boils down to the basic frus-

trations of trying to speak to people in a language that everybody mostly knows, 

except everyone has a different understanding of what every other word means. 

If it’s not proprietary software, you’re really better off just typing the problem or 

error prompt word for word into Google.  

Lauren Wiseman 

Guest Writer 

To all you freshman, welcome to 

Rose-Hulman, and to all you upper-

classmen, welcome back. For a fresh-

man like me, it has officially been one 

week since I set foot on campus as a 

new student and a future graduate. 

Rose-Hulman had a host of phenome-

nal people working at the school during 

orientation, people who were dedicated 

to making our college experience great. 

 But “overwhelming” cannot 

even begin to describe the feeling 

of starting a new life at a universi-

ty completely alone. As an intro-

vert, as someone who hates small 

talk, and as someone who would 

rather stay in than go out, I was 

staring down the barrel of a week-

long orientation overflowing with 

meeting new people. As if starting 

college isn’t terrifying enough. 

Enter my resident assistants 

and sophomore assistants. In 

Scharpenberg hall, it became a 

regular occurrence to hear “Hall 

dinner!” bellowed in the evenings. 

Our RAs and SAs trumpeted each 

and every event as it approached.  

There was no getting out of 

these ordeals, either: they would 

push and shoo us out the door. It 

was a parade of nervous freshmen 

in matching t-shirts. Then once we 

got there, they would motivate us, 

like we were supposed to have 

“school spirit” or something.  

Of course, their over-the-top en-

thusiasm made things that much more 

enjoyable, and knowing there was 

someone with a plan was immensely 

reassuring. It made the transition easi-

er, like we were building a new family. 

The attention of the RAs and SAs did 

not end when the day was over, either. 

All through that first week, the ori-

entations crew would regularly caution 

us against not getting enough sleep. So 

I assumed that we would wind down 

after an exhausting day of wall-to-wall 

activities and try to get adequate sleep 

for the next day.  

I quickly learned life at 

Scharpenberg was quite different. 

The RAs and SAs came alive at 

night. Midnight dance party? Nat-

urally. Watch “Pitch Perfect” at 

10:30? What, you mean you don’t? 

I mean, good grief, it was 11:30 — 

that meant bedtime, right? There 

was always something, and my 

RAs and SAs made sure to invite 

me. Maybe I opted out in the end, 

but they extended the offer none-

theless.  

The feeling of having ice cold 

water surge down your back is 

about what it felt like to start 

school at Rose-Hulman. There 

were freshmen already in Calculus 

III? Some guy built his own com-

puter? These people weren’t any-

thing like me, and that was one of 

the most disorienting aspects of 

the freshmen experience.  

In the small gestures, though, 

the RAs and SAs made sure we 

were okay. Physical and mental 

health were pivotal, and the ad-

missions crew made sure we knew 

getting good grades should not 

mean having a mental breakdown, 

which meant RAs and SAs were on 

top of things, as usual. When we 

walked from teambuilding event to 

orientation session, there would be a 

nudge and a, “Hey, are you all right?” 

Or maybe they would poke their head 

into our rooms at the end of the day 

and ask, “What are you up to?”  

That would brighten my day 

just a bit, just enough to know 

there were people to talk to right 

there in the residence hall. 

Then there was their unbridled 

excitement for the events sprinkled 

throughout our schedule. I don’t know 

about you, but when I first heard about 

Rose trivia night, my mind went to a 

dry event where only the really enthu-

siastic freshmen knew the answers.  

So when my RAs and SAs started 

crafting bribes, encouraging us to wear 

short athletic shorts, button-down 

shirts, flat bill hats, and coming up with 

wacky cheers, some questions were 

raised—and not questions for trivia 

night.  

Their enthusiasm was palpable, 

and it boggled my mind. Nothing was 

boring to them: everything about orien-

tation—and college in general—was an 

adventure, and they were taking us 

along for the ride. That gentle diversion 

was exactly what a terrified freshman 

needed. 

Maybe it doesn’t take a village to 

raise a child, but it certainly takes a vil-

lage to create a smooth orientation ex-

perience. The Rose admissions crew 

did a fantastic job of crafting an enor-

mous week of continuous administra-

tive paperwork and campus activities. 

Rose’s faculty gives so much, and the 

staff is out of this world.  

I could write a letter every day 

thanking someone who helps at Rose, 

and I would probably still be writing 

come graduation. But at this moment, I 

would like to thank my RAs and SAs for 

all their work, for carrying my suitcases 

up all those stairs, for hollering at us in 

the evenings, and for throwing the cra-

zy dance parties at midnight.  

Thanks for getting us in-

volved, getting us excited, and get-

ting us started at Rose is an enor-

mous gesture. So Cassidy, Jake, 

Vibha, Alessandro, Joe, and Ma-

ria, thanks for being Scharpen-

berg’s RAs and SAs. For all you 

reading out there, thank your 

friendly neighborhood RAs and 

SAs for all they do. 

A Freshman’s Perspective on Orientation and the Residence Life Staff 

It certainly takes a village to create 

a smooth orientation experience 

What many IT experiences devolve into    

Photo from the Small Business Blog 

Rose welcomes students of all kinds.    

Photo from Rose-Hulman Admissions Facebook 



Sports              7 

BETHANY MARTIN 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

The Fightin’ Engineers men’s soccer team beat the Big Blue Millikin 

University with one goal to zero. Sophomore forward Austin Webb 

scored the game winning point in the first half of the game. He was as-

sisted by junior forward Ben Lyon.  

Sophomore goalie Carter Wright ended the game with three saves, 

denying the other team the opportunity to score any points.  The game 

ended up being a goalie-oriented one as each team shot on the goal 

three times, but the Millikin goalie allowed one to slip through.  

Rose-Hulman outshot Millikin 13-8 during the game with Webb 

leading the effort, totaling eight shots. 

With this victory, the Rose-Hulman men’s soccer team improves to 

4-1 on their season, ruining Millikin’s previously undefeated record. 

The team’s next contest is Wedneday at 5 p.m. at Wabash College. This 

will be the first away game of their season.  

BETHANY MARTIN 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

 The Lady Fightin’ Engineers fared poorly at 

this year’s RHIT invitational. They lost to Centre 

College of Danville, Kentucky and Ohio Wesleyan 

University in Delaware, Ohio on Sunday in the last 

two games of the tournament. Their previous six 

game winning streak coming to a grinding halt. 

The Lady Engineers started out strong against 

Centre, winning the first set. Centre tied it up in the 

second and Rose took the lead in the third. It was all 

downhill from there. Senior right side hitter and 

setter Sarah Jensen led the Lady Engineers with 

nine kills. Junior middle hitter Emily McLendon 

completed four blocks and sophomore libero and 

defensive specialist Gabi Razma had 25 digs while 

freshman outside hitter Julia Hammond performed 

three service aces and eight kills in the match. 

Freshmen were making a difference on the floor as 

Hammond was joined by setter and right side hitter 

Marissa Gollnick who ended up with an incredible 

19 assists and six kills. 

The second match of the day was shorter than 

the first, only going to four set instead of five with 

the Lady Engineers winning the second set by a 

close margin. Freshman outside hitter and right side 

hitter Bailey MacInnis, again showing off the fresh-

man line up, led the team with 12 kills and four ser-

vice aces. Hammond performed another nine kills 

against the Wesleyan defense. Sophomore outside 

hitter and middle hitter Becca Poppel logged 14 

digs. 

The women’s volleyball team finished the Sun-

day with eight wins and three losses. They will have 

a chance at redemption this weekend at the Millikin 

University Tournament in Decatur, Illinois. 

Sophomore Gabi Razma dives for the ball during this year’s RHIT Invitational.   

Photo by Rose-Hulman Athletics 

BETHANY MARTIN 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

The Lady Engineers women’s soccer team lost to the Big Blues of 

Millikin University in a close game. The first half of the game saw no 

points scored. The Millikin goalkeeper, Anna Benvenuto, was the chife 

reason for no goals being scored by the Engineers. Rose-Hulman shot 

on the goal eight times and Benvenuto had seven saves. The lone addi-

tional save came from the other Millikin goalie.  

Although Rose-Hulman outshot Big Blue 13-6 in the match, it was 

Millikin player Taylor Hartman who scored at the 50:00 minute mark 

to earn the team the only score of the match. Rose sophomore Madeline 

Romeo fired a team-high four shots, while senior Cassidy Cain and 

freshman Corle Ewoldt each contributed two shots.  

The Lady Engineers now stand 2-3 on the season, while Millikin ris-

es to 2-2. The Engineers will have a chance at redemption at Kenyon 

College in Gambier, Ohio next Saturday. 

Sophomore Turner Perkins outmaneuvers Millikin.   

Photo by Rose-Hulman Athletics 

Senior Katie Maier jumps to head the ball.  

Photo by Rose-Hulman Athletics 
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WACKY PROF 

QUOTES 

“You would fall apart… or explode. I 

think explode is a better word for it.” 

-Dr. Wheeler 

Why is it always explode? Why can’t 

we ever implode? 

“We are doing a process of successive 

estimation… that means we are guess-

ing and seeing what works.” 

-Dr. Moore 

No need to guess, Professor. The an-

swer will always be 42. 

“My  concentration is really delicate. 

Something like that just bugs me. I 

shouldn’t be this delicate, but I am.” 

-Dr. Wheeler 

I know a song that gets on every-

body’s nerves... 

“Do I go left? Do I go right? Do I be-

come schizophrenic and go both 

ways? I don’t know!” 

-Dr. Moore 

D) all of the above! 

“The other one is hot neon high 

bounce balls… That sounds kind of 

dirty, doesn’t it?” 

-Dr. Brackin 

Of course not, Professor. Where 

would you get that idea? 

“How do you do field work while look-

ing gooood?” 

-Dr. Sutterer 

Please, teach me your ways, Wise 

Professor! 

Rose prof say some pretty wacky 

things. If you catch your profes-

sor saying something wacky,  

send your quote to  Thorn Flip-

side and have it appear in the 

next issue of the Thorn. 

THIS IS THE BEST PART OF THE FLIPSIDE BECAUSE THIS IS THE DISCLAIMER. PEOPLE COME HERE TO FIGURE OUT WHO I AM (Lauren Santichen) AND 

SEE IF THERE IS ANYTHING THEY COULD POSSIBLY COMPLAIN ABOUT. YEAH, YOU CAN TRY BUT YOU AINT GONNA DO MISTER/MISSY! MY LOGIC IS 

FLAWLESS! But in case I missed something, like grammar or mathematics, feel free to send me an email at the Thorn Flipside. Comments are welcome too. Thanks! 

1. Gift wrapping 

2. Confetti  

3. Sleep inducer 

4. Paper Mache  

5. Make a hat/boat 

6. Toilet paper (budgeting 

trade for trays) 

7. Parental distraction 

8. Snowball fights in August… 

Er, September 

9. Spy disguise 

10. Pretty fire (we’re back in 

color!) 

11.Secret lethal weapon 

12. Stop sign cover 

13.Throw it away (no pa-

per cut is a safe paper 

cut) 

14. Counting reference (10 

really means 14) 

Objective: The objective of this 

game is to gain the highest amount 

of points in your vehicle of choice, 

without being jailed for vehicular 

homicide. 

Vehicles: Car, truck, bike, shop-

ping cart, Hummer, Prius, tank, 

commercial plane, fighter jet, land-

bound boat, UFO 

Off Campus Point System: 

Side-walkers facing away: 5 points 

(They can’t dodge, where’s the 

fun?) 

Side-walkers facing towards you: 10 

points (Now there’s a challenge!) 

On Campus Point System: 

Seniors: 15 points (they’re so close 

to finishing, we need to knock 

‘em down a peg) 

Sophomores/Juniors: 10 points 

(Something tells me they won’t 

even try to dodge) 

Freshmen: 25 points (because they 

still have their hopes and 

dreams) 

Bonus: Group Combo: +5/person 

Pedestrian 

Target 

Game 
The game where your 

friends are the points. 

Guest Illustrator:  

Jake Evans 

(Freshman) 

“I don’t know if I 

want to know 

what’s at the bot-

tom of Speed 

Lake; mattresses, 

cake pans, dead 

bodies…”  
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