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News Briefs

Speed Hall Break-in

After a seven-year mission, the 
Stardust probe is within days of 
Earth.  When the probe’s payload 
touches down early Sunday morning, 
it will contain a tennis-racket sized 
aerogel collection unit fi lled with 
particles from the tail of comet Wild 2 
(pronounced Vilt 2).  NASA scientists 
hope that studying the particles 
from this 4.5 billion-year-old comet 
will help them learn more about the 
beginnings of the solar system.  The 
scientifi c analysis of the thimble-
sized amount of material is expected 
to take years.

Stardust coming home

By Ryan Schultz

Friday
T-Showers 51 Hi / 28 Lo

Saturday
Cloudy 40 Hi / 25 Lo

Provided by www.weather.com

News
Rose students aid in
Katrina relief.

Page 3

On December 26, 2005, Rose-
Hulman Public Safety offi cers 
stopped two individuals who were 
in the process of vandalizing and 
burglarizing Speed Hall.  Public 
Safety offi cers noticed a grey 
Chrysler minivan in front of Speed 
at 10:30 p.m.  One of the men was 
discovered in the van, and another 
man was found inside the building 
attempting to steal clothing from the 
laundry room.  Offi cers also found 
graffi ti in several locations.  The men 
have been positively identifi ed and 
the Terre Haute Police Department is 
handling the investigation.  No new 
information will be released until the 
case is closed, probably early next 
week.

Earlier this week at MacWorld Expo 
in San Francisco, Steve Jobs, CEO 
of Apple Computer, unveiled the 
company’s fi rst two models with Intel 
supplied CPUs: the new iMac and a 
new laptop, the Macbook Pro.  Both 
new computers feature the Intel Core 
Duo processor, a dual core processor 
designed for high performance 
and low power consumption.  Both 
computers also feature a built-in 
webcams, iLife ’06 (Apple’s creative 
media suite), 802.11g, Bluetooth, 
gigabit ethernet, Firewire 400, USB 
2.0, and a DVD burner.

Intel in new Macs

Alex Clerc
News Editor

“Have you ever played with 
one of these?” asked Uwe J. 
Hansen, ISU Professor Emeri-
tus of Physics, as he picked up 
a long, pink plastic hose and 
began twirling it above his 
head.  The hose soon began to 
resonate at a constant pitch.  
Hansen then spun it faster, 
and a new, higher-pitched 
harmonic was produced.

This demonstration was the 
fi rst in “Science and the Art 
of Music” which took place 
in Hatfi eld Hall Tuesday and 
also featured the St. Mary of 
the Woods Jazz Ensemble.

Hansen continued the 
program by using a 20-foot-
long spring to demonstrate 
a standing wave and using a 
single guitar string suspended 
over a block of wood to dem-
onstrate harmonics.  Har-
monics, he explained, is when 
one makes new nodes in a 
string to shorten the wave-
length, thus increasing the 
frequency.  These nodes can 
be created on integer ratios 
of the string: half the length, 
a third of the length, a fourth, 

etc.  For example, if you place 
a fi nger on the midpoint of a 
string and pluck with another 
fi nger, a node will form in the 
middle of the string and the 
wavelength will be halved.  
This will cause two antinodes 
to appear on either side of the 
new node.  The frequency of 
the new wave – the second 
harmonic – will be double the 
fundamental frequency.

Hansen played the open 
string and then the second 
harmonic – a musical interval 
of an octave.  He then played 
the fi rst harmonic followed 
by the second – the interval 
called a fi fth.  Playing the sec-
ond harmonic followed by the 
third is a musical fourth.  As 
this pattern continues, the 
major third and minor third 
can be produced.  “So the 
most important intervals in 
music,” said Hansen, “the oc-
tave, the fi fth, the fourth, and 
the major and minor third cor-
respond to these mathemati-
cal ratios – one to two, two to 
three, three to four, etc.”

Next, Hansen had musi-
cians from the Jazz Ensem-
ble each demonstrate their 
instrument’s tone quality.  

One at a time, the musicians 
played a single note on their 
instruments – violin, clari-
net, saxophone, fl ute, trum-
pet, and trombone.  Hansen 
recorded each note and then 
ran a frequency analysis on 
each tone.  This created a 
graph displaying magnitude 
versus frequency.

A musical note, explained 
Hansen, is not composed of 
just one frequency.  Every 
instrument produces “over-
tones” – additional notes with 
higher frequencies – that mix 

in with the sound of the base 
frequency to produce the 
overall tone.  For example, 
when a violin plays a middle A 
(440 Hz), there are additional 
sound waves produced simul-
taneously at 880 Hz, 1320 Hz, 
1760 Hz, and so on.  How loud 
each overtone is compared 
to the others creates the tone 
quality a listener hears and 
“makes a trumpet sound like a 
trumpet and a clarinet sound 
like a clarinet,” Hansen said.

Continued on Page 3...

Professor of Physics Mike Moloney, left, and Uwe Hansen, 
right, create the second harmonic on a very long spring as 
the St. Mary of the Woods jazz musicians watch.

Ken Meyer / Rose Thorn

The sounds of physics

Angela Smiley
Assistant News Editor

On Tuesday, January 9, 
Rose-Hulman held 
its fi rst-ever Winter 

Activities Fair.  The event, 
designed to give freshmen 
and others a chance to learn 
about clubs and activities 
that they may not have been 
exposed to at the beginning 
of the year, was sponsored by 
the Student Government As-
sociation (SGA).  Student at-
tendees were rewarded with 
everything from candy to cup 
holders by the 44 organiza-
tions represented, and many 
clubs showcased projects, 
photos or demonstrations of 
club activities.

The Fair was originally 
proposed in the SGA Senate, 
largely to give freshmen who 
might have been forced to re-
strict their activities while ac-
climatizing to Rose a second 

chance to learn about clubs 
and other groups suited to 
their interest.  Organizations 
represented ranged from SGA-

sponsored clubs such as the 
Astronomy Club and Drum-
line to professional or service 
societies such as Alpha Chi 
Sigma and Alpha Phi Omega 
to independent groups such 
as the Residence Hall Associa-
tion and the Sorority Interest 
Group.  However, despite the 
diversity of interests present, 
student attendance at the 
event did not rival that of the 
fall counterpart.

There are many possible 
reasons for comparatively low 
student turnout.  Matthew 
Nothnagel, senior mechani-
cal engineering/mathematics 
major and president of SGA, 
suggested that timing and 
other outside circumstances 
played a major role.  “I was 
very impressed by the num-
ber of clubs,” he remarked, 
“but I guess I was disappoint-
ed that we didn’t have more 
other students, and I think the 
weather didn’t help us there.”  

He also cited the heavy 5th 
week workload of many fresh-
men and sophomores as a 
likely contributor.

Others suggested that the 
shorter lead time, uncertainty 
about the event’s size, or even 
reluctance to join clubs in 
mid-year led students not to 
attend.

Prior to this Fair, the pos-
sibility of annualizing a win-
ter or spring version was 
discussed, but most parties 
agree that a greater student 
response would be necessary 
to justify the change.  “They 
[club members] seemed to 
be having fun amongst them-
selves... but I think for it to 
happen again we would have 
to publicize more,” suggested 
Rachel Howser, sophomore 
civil engineer and SGA Club 
Relations Director.  “And we 
should try to get a better feel 
for whether the freshmen are 
going to show up.”

Junior Justin Hutchings 
talks to freshman Josh Cart-
wright about joining SAB 
and explains how the wheel 
will be used on Mom’s Day 
to play the “Price is Rite” 
game.

Christina Davis / Rose Thorn

Winter Activities Fair
draws modest crowd



CLASSIFIEDS2 The Rose Thorn

Classifi eds

Editor-in-Chief
News Editor

Assistant News Editor
Opinions Editor

Entertainment Editor
Sports Editor

Humor Editor
Layout Manager

Copy Editor
Photo Editor

The Rose Thorn welcomes and encourages comments from its readers.  We request that all letters to the editor be less than 600 words in length.
THE DEADLINE FOR CONTENT SUBMISSION IS 5 P.M. TWO DAYS PRIOR TO PUBLICATION

All content should be submitted to thorn@rose-hulman.edu or to the Rose Thorn Offi ce (Hulman Memorial Union room 249).
The editors reserve the right to edit submissions for clarity, grammar, length, and factual errors.  The editors reserve the right to accept content changes submitted after deadline.

All letters must contain the writer’s signature (electronic form is acceptable) and contact information (e-mail address and/or phone number).
The views expressed in the Rose Thorn are those of the original author and do not necessarily represent the views of the Rose Thorn staff or Rose-Hulman community.

The Rose Thorn
CM 5037, 5500 Wabash Ave.
Terre Haute, IN 47803-3999

Phone:(812)877-8255
Fax: (812)877-8166

E-mail: thorn@rose-hulman.edu
http://www.rose-hulman.edu/thorn

“Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community informed 
by providing an accurate and 

dependable source for news and information.”

The Rose Thorn is published on Fridays
fi rst through ninth week each quarter

Editorial Staff

Lissa Avery
Alex Clerc
Angela Smiley
Aaron Meles
Mike Jones
Mike Ferguson
Gregory Weir
Andrea Brown
Bill Waite
Ken Meyer

Administrative Staff

Advertising Manager
Business Manager

Webmaster
Advisor

Richard Ballard
OPEN
Jonathan Ziebell
Richard House

Thorn Staff

Writers

Cartoonist

Photographer

Bridget Mayer
Benjamin Mann
Jon Ogilvie
Philip Becker
Alvin Anassi
Patrick Barrett
Ryan Schultz
Jessica Rogers
Fred Webber
Jim Sedoff
David Chen
Philip Meiser

Erin Hudson

Christina Davis

Custom Printed Tees, Hoodies, Baseball & More. 
Call 232-6947 for Prices. Swag’s Screenprinting 
2950 S. 7th. Always lower than internet prices. Free 
Artwork/Fast Service.

Swag’s Screenprinting

Some availability now.  Effi ciencies, one bedrooms, 
and studios.  Walking distance to Rose-Hulman.  
Enjoy the convenience to campus, reasonable 
prices, and nice community.  Flexible terms.  Some 
furnished units available.  Call 877-1146 to check it 
out.  Try our Trail’s End deli!

Sharp Flats East

Crossword Puzzle
Jim Sedoff
Staff Writer

Clues

Do something on Wednesdays.

Join The Thorn
Resuming after Winter Break.

Free pizza and sodas served at every meeting.

1729 S Center St.  Nice 2 Bdrm Upstr.  No Pets.
$550 1 Occ.  $600 2 Occ.  + Dep, Utl Pd

812-235-0008

Apartment for Rent

Now renting for 2006-2007 school year.  We have 
studios, effi ciencies, 1-9 bedroom units.  Call us 
about Sharp Flats East located next to Rose-Hul-
man (Wabash & Hunt Rd.) or our downtown loca-
tions on or near South Sixth Street.

817-877-1146 or sharpfl ats@excite.com

2006 - 2007 School Year Housing

Looking for the perfect off-campus home for 
your large group?  We have it!  Large living room, 
family room, kitchen, 9 bedrooms, 4 1/2 baths, 
lots of parking plus more!  Located at 1140 S 6th 
St. between College and Washington.  Call for 
details 812-877-1146 or email sharpfl ats@excite.
com.

Off-Campus Housing

Now renting studios and 1-5 bedroom apartments 
and houses.  Our apartments are clean and well 
maintained.  We specialize in affordable housing 
for responsible students.  Call Frazer Apartments 
232-4486.  Our tenants are our best reference.

Frazer Apartments

Across
2 If larger, this striped sweet could be 

used to trip people
5 Term for Japanese comic books
6 ___ Apps has been known to “trick” 

many students in the past
8 Think the opposite of subtracti… 

what was I talking about again?
9 It’s like red and white put together, or 

French for pink
13 One can buy either an artifi cial or a 

real one for Christmas
14 Over break, people gathered with this 

to celebrate the holidays
15 Only two weeks ago we encountered 

the ___ of both 2005 and December
16 Usually wilder, larger and older than 

Piglet, but maybe “less interesting”
19 The lion   for its prey as it works 

on its thighs for its Pilates class
20 The Smallville, Reba and Loonatics 

Unleashed station
21 “Delight” for one of Rose’s old red-

sweater-wearing musical clubs

Down
1 They apparently laugh and call their 

unpopular members names like “Pin-
occhio”

2 This optical “cheese inducing” in-
strument not to be confused with a 
similarly sounding Greek lion/goat/
serpent monster

3 This “sister” is not afraid to slap you 
with a ruler if you curse

4 The Chinese Zodiac has one of 12 
signs for each of these; our current 
one is “of the Dog”

6 Students have this to get them to and 
fro from home, the Haute and other 
places

7 Beethoven set to music one of these: a 
famous one dedicated to happiness

10 Bad phonetics would have you fi nish 
a prayer with what should be a har-
binger

11 Songbirds like to do this almost all 
day; so do the Three Tenors

12 Someone who, according to apho-
rism, you should respect

14 Taco Bell claims to make you feel this 
way, but if they fail you might feel 
“empty” and used

17 All-nighters are best achieved by a 
night, or someone who stays up late

18 Could be the original protagonist in 
Oddworld, or the Honest “Rail Split-
ter”
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Jessica Rogers
Staff Writer

Most students used their win-
ter break as an opportunity to see 
their family and friends and relax. 
However, for three Rose students, 
break wasn’t a time to relax. It 
was an opportunity to do some-
thing great. Instead of enjoying 
the comfort of home, Bryan Ruiz, 
Nick Switzer, and Andrew Stroh 
spent fi ve days in New Orleans 
sleeping on a gym fl oor. 

They were working with an 
organization called Louisiana 
Mission Hope, a Catholic-based 
group dedicated to helping re-
pair parishes in New Orleans. 
The idea to use the break to help 
out came from a retreat Switzer 
attended during the fall break. 
Through keeping in contact with 
people from the retreat, he heard 
about the mission trip over the 
winter break. He then shared 
the idea with others and a small 
group was formed. 

Ruiz, who is from the Domini-
can Republic, was actually stay-
ing with Switzer, his Resident As-
sistant, over the break. When he 
was told about the trip, he went 
simply because he did not want 
to stay at Switzer’s house by him-
self. However, when he arrived 
in New Orleans, his outlook on 
the trip instantly changed. He 
realized that Hurricane Katrina, 
which hit in August, was still go-
ing on for the people from the 
area. Originally, he had the same 
idea that many people share: if 
we aren’t hearing about it, it must 
be over.

In fact, the horror of the disas-
ter is far from over for the former 
residents of New Orleans.  The 
town seems to be abandoned: 
“Is this a ghost town? You looked 
outside and all you saw was 
nothing… You feel like Oh my 
god, where is the people?” Ruiz 

commented.  The scenes of emp-
tiness, said Ruiz, will remain with 
him for a long time.

The people on the trip did see 
some residents cleaning out their 
houses and trying to recover what 
had not been destroyed. One 
woman they encountered men-
tioned that her house had seven 
feet of water inside and ten feet 
outside. In addition, there were 
families that just rolled in trailers 
on their land in front of their de-
stroyed houses and had seemed 
to give up on restoring what they 
had lost. 

Andrew Stroh had a slightly 
different take on the situation. 
“Overall, the damage was pret-
ty devastating, but if you look 
at what each individual family 
needs to come back and take care 
of, it’s very doable.” All it will take 
is time, patience, and encourage-
ment. He also said that it is im-
portant to remember that it isn’t 
about how much you accomplish 
but showing that there is still faith 
that the area will be restored. 

The trip wasn’t all hard work 
though. Each night, the partici-
pants had dinner on a steamboat 
donated to Louisiana Mission 
Hope and got to see the sights 
that were still intact, including a 
visit to the famous St. Louis Ca-
thedral. The nighttime trips were 
defi nitely viewed as rewards for 
all the hard work. “It was their 
way of paying us back for the 
work we did,” said Ruiz. 

Another reward of the trip for 
Ruiz, a civil engineering major, 
was getting to see his major at 
work. He got to see the levy that 
broke and see fi rst hand precisely 
how his future profession can im-
pact thousands of lives. 

A second trip is currently be-
ing planned for the next quarter 
break. The spring trip will also 
include working during the day 
and touring the city at night.

                                      
                                      
                            

Large One Topping
$7.99 + Tax

Sunday Only Special
$6.99 + Tax

Rose-Hulman Special

Rose students 
lend a hand in 
New Orleans

Hansen has been studying 
acoustics for over 25 years.  He 
chaired the department of phys-
ics at ISU and created a popular 
class about the physics of music 
(the class is referenced as Physics 
440).

After the presentation, Han-
sen continued a more detailed 
discussion of acoustics with stu-
dents and audience members 
who stayed around.  Hansen ex-
plained the concept of a mode.  A 
mode is like a two-dimensional 
node.  The air inside a violin, for 
example, resonates when the 
violin is played.  Inside the violin 
are the modal regions which, like 
nodes, are stagnant as the rest 
of the standing wave resonates 
around them.  The shapes of a 
violin’s modes help determine 
what the violin sounds like.  By 
mapping the modes of very old, 
high-quality instruments, there 
has been success in making new 
instruments that have close to 
the same modal pattern and 
hence mimic the sound of the 
high-quality, older instrument.

What the science of acoustics 
has not yet done, however, is 
discover the secret behind what 
makes a particular instrument 
sound really good.  Why, for ex-
ample, does a Stradivarius sound 
more pleasing than an ordinary 
violin?  While science can be 
successful in analyzing and re-
producing the sound of a Stradi-

varius, there is no equation to 
make the tone of the instrument 
sound more pleasing to a person.  
Though acoustics has come a 

long way, there are still myster-
ies in music that have not been, 
and may never be, unlocked to 
science.

Physics, from Page 1

Alex Clerc
News Editor

This year’s Recyclable Engineer-
ing competition, held Wednesday 
in the Kahn room, drew 33 teams 
consisting of about 130 students 
total.  The goal was to use material 
generally considered trash - plas-
tic bags, old newspaper, etc. - to 
design a device that could free-fall 
for the longest time before hitting 
the ground.  The competition was 
won by Team Trashtastic, whose 
members were Dave Mumaw, 
Dave Frucht, Michael Haughney, 
and Matt Neisen.  Team Sharp 
Nails took second place and Team 
Whiplash claimed third.

This year, the competition was or-
ganized by Graduate Assistant Mike 
Martin.  “I think it’s a good opportu-
nity for students to get out of their 
rooms and socialize,” said Martin.

Team 
Trashtastic 
triumphs

The St. Mary of the Woods Jazz Ensemble, directed by Professor 
Steve Prescott, performs at the Science of Music presentation.

Ken Meyer / Rose Thorn

An estimated 300 students stopped by the Halfway Done Party in 
BSB basement Wednesday to eat brownie sundays.  The party-goers 
consumed 29 pounds of brownies and eight gallons of ice cream.

Christina Davis / Rose Thorn

Jordan Meehl and Kyle Over-
myer enjoy Thursday’s high of 
57 degrees.

Ken Meyer / Rose Thorn

Freshman Bryan Ruiz cleans out debris form a parish in New Or-
leans over the winter holiday.  Along with junior Andrew Stroh and 
senior Nick Switzer, Ruiz spent fi ve days aiding the recovery.

Andrew Stroh / Rose-Hulman

Missed the Activity Fair?
Want to join the Thorn?!
Wednesdays, O157, 5:15.

Be there.



Out In Theatres

Glory Road
Starring Josh Lucas

Directed by James Gartner
Rated PG

Hoodwinked
Featuring the voice of 

Glenn Close
Directed by Cory Edwards

Rated PG

Last Holiday
Starring Queen Latifah

Directed by Wayne Wang
Rated PG-13

The New World
Starring  Christian Bale

Directed by Terrence Malick
Rated PG-13

Limited Release

Out on DVD

Hustle & Flow

Red Eye

The Transporter 2

Out on CD

The Strokes - First 
Impressions of Earth

Box Offi ce Tops

1. Hostel

2. The Chronicles of 
Narnia: the Lion, the 

Witch and the Warbrobe

3. King Kong

4. Fun with Dick and Jane

5. Cheaper by the Dozen 2

Explore your hidden frontiers
ENTERTAINMENT4 The Rose Thorn

www.ppin.org

Albums from ‘05 you should hear in ‘06
Mike Jones

Entertainment Editor

Welcome to part two of my 
summary of music in 2005.  Here’s 
a list of albums from last year 
you should hear this year (if you 
haven’t already).

M83
Before the Dawn Heals Us

“What I love the most in music is 
melody and melancholy”

- Anthony Gonzalez

Listening to M83’s work, it’s 
obvious that Anthony Gonzalez 
loves melody and melancholy. 
Those two words sum up a lot of 
the French electro-pop master-
mind’s style. But there’s one word 
missing when describing Before 
the Dawn Heals Us – melodrama. 
The album has much more vo-
cal work than 2003’s Dead Cities, 
Red Seas, and Lost Ghost, most of 
which is spoken (or barely sang). 

The whole album is fi lled with 
some of the iciest reverb around. 
But probably the most important 

aspect of the Before the Dawn 
Heals Us is the drum work. Gon-
zalez’s decision to use live drums 
instead of more programmable 
sounds is always successful. If 
you like Pink Floyd and music 
from the Castlevania game se-
ries, chances are you’d enjoy Be-
fore the Dawn Heals Us. 

My Morning Jacket
Z

“People like to name check for 
us. I just like to say we’re a weird 
rock & roll band.”

- Jim James

Z is home to two of the best 
songs with horrible names in 
2005. Opening track “Wordless 
Chorus” is exactly that, a chorus 
fi lled with only ohhhs and ahhhs. 
Even worse in the name category 
is “It Beats 4 U”. I’d expect this 
kind of naming from any num-
ber of acts, but not My Morning 
Jacket. The upside is that all the 
songs on Z, including the poorly 
named ones, are very good.

Leave it to a band in a genre 
that has notoriously stuck to its 
guns - southern rock - to release 
one of the most synthesized re-
cords of the year. My Morning 
Jacket combined elements of 
ambient, reggae, electronic, dub, 
and, of course, southern rock. All 
of this is done with remarkable 

results. 
The fi rst half of the album is 

jovial and relatively straightfor-
ward.  The last half of Z doesn’t 
follow suit, and is generally more 
mellow and adventurous than 
the fi rst half. Southern-ambient-
electronic-reggae never sounded 
very good until Z.

Wolf Parade
Apologies to the Queen Mary

“You really feel like you’re in this 
high tech system, but it feels like 
something’s going to collapse. Well, 
we’re interested in the collapse.”

- Arlen Thompson

A few times I wondered if I had 
overrated Apologies to the Queen 
Mary when I gave it a 9.5/10. 
Sure, I still can’t get the vocals of 
“I’ll Believe in Anything” out of 
my head after 3 months. True, the 
epic crescendo of “Same Ghost 
Every Night” is of OK Computer 
magnifi cence. “You are a Runner 
and I am My Father’s Sun” really 
is better than anything from Mod-
est Mouse’s Good News for People 
who Love Bad News. But is Apolo-
gies… really 9.5 good? 

No, these things aren’t enough 
to make this album that good. 
But what is enough is the one-
two punch of “We Built another 
World” and “Fancy Claps” right 
in the middle. These are probably 

my favorite two songs of the year, 
and together they raise Apologies 
to the Queen Mary above almost 
every album of 2005. 

Sufjan Stevens
Illinois

“ ‘Universal critical acclaim’ 
sounds like hyperbole. I’m not 
Lance Armstrong here.”

- Sufjan Stevens

Oh great Illinois. It truly echoes 
more profoundly than any al-
bum this year. Sufjan Stevens 
may attempt to be modest about 
the success of the album, but he 
must realize that the musical and 
lyrical scope of Illinois has never 
been matched. It’s hard to say 
even if he can match it with later 
albums.

Disregard, for a minute, the fact 
that the album is named Illinois. 
I mean, it’s not even really about 
Illinois. It’s more of a thoughtful 
refl ection on the great/strange/
terrible things people do, simply 
using the state as Stevens’ vehicle 
for exploring these ideas. His at-
tention to detail is astounding, 
but what really makes Illinois the 
best album of the year is Stevens’ 
ability to mold those details into 
something meaningful to the lis-
tener. Here’s to hoping he doesn’t 
stop, even if he fi nishes every 
state.  

Lissa Avery
Editor-in-Chief

Today, I will admit the full ex-
tent of my geekiness to the Rose 
community.  Today may be the 
day that I overshadow my DDR- 
and RPG-lovin’ peers and take a 
pedestal labeled “One Really Sad 
Geek.”

I love Star Trek.  I love Star Trek 
in just about any form — except, 
of course, the show Enterprise.  
We’re talking fan novels, watching 
those god-awful even-numbered 
Star Trek fi lms, and yes, watching 
fan fi lms.

It’s one of my secret shames.  
Whenever I hear that a group is 
in the process of recording either 
a fan fi lm or a fan series, I fi nd 
their website and try to see how 
good it will be.  How good is 
the writing?  How true 
are they to the Star 
Trek universe?  I love 
creativity, but are 
they fl ying off in lu-
dicrous directions?  
How dedicated is the 
team?  The people that 
produce fan fi lms do so 
as a hobby and have to 
stay under Paramount’s radar—
it’s gotta be hard work to produce 
a show with such limited resourc-
es.  Not many fan fi lms meet my 
criteria to get more than about 
ten minutes of my time, exclud-
ing downloading time.

But a couple of weeks ago, I 
found a gem.  Star Trek: Hidden 
Frontier (http://www.hidden-
frontier.org) is a series currently 
in its seventh and last season 

that is amazingly 
well pro-
duced.  Each 
season has 
six episodes 
(see above about this being a 
hobby), and although the fi rst 
season’s episodes are short, they 
get longer as the seasons prog-
ress.  The series begins just after 
the Dominion War in Deep Space 
Nine and introduces a new en-
emy to the Star Trek ‘verse that 
the main station (Deep Space 12) 
and starship (Galaxy-class U.S.S. 
Excelsior) in the series work to 
learn about and defeat amidst 
the usual social drama of a Star 
Trek show.

One of the fun things about fan 
fi lms is that there’s the possibil-

ity for excellent, relevant, edgy 
writing that might not make 

it onto a network tele-
vision show.  In the 
second season of 
Hidden Frontier, 
they introduce a 
gay character and 
have an extremely 

well written episode 
titled “Encke” in which 

h e deals with his attraction 
to a crew member who fi nds the 
idea of homosexuality repulsive.  

There’s another second-sea-
son episode in which a character 
deals with being clinically de-
pressed.  It is skillfully delivered 
despite its rather transparent at-
tempt to provide social commen-
tary.

The second season also starts 
an excellent and well-executed 
plot arc that continues for future 

seasons.  
There are some fl aws with the 

writing, however.  In the fi rst 
three seasons, both an Iconian 
and an El-Aurian make an ap-
pearance, both of which are 
working on or around Deep Space 
12 and the Excelsior in the show.  
What’s the honest likelihood of 
an Iconian working on a random 
starship out in the boondocks?  
Or than some El-Aurian would 
be on a super-special mission for 
Starfl eet?

The fi rst season had some rough-
ness with terminology, too.  Telepa-
thy and related techniques were 
referred to as “psionics,” which led 
me to fl inch quite a bit.  Just not 
quite right for a Star Trek show.

That said, however, the writing 
gets better very quickly and rap-
idly smooths out into a show that 
has a Star Trek feel, but, again, 
has the freedom to illuminate 
social issues that the offi cial Star 
Trek series have yet to touch.

The acting… alas, the acting is 
very shaky in the fi rst season.  I 
would say that in the beginning, 
it’s about as good as the original 
Star Trek, and by the end of that 
season it’s as solid as the fi rst 
season of Next Generation.  The 
second and subsequent seasons 
show massive improvement and 
excellent character develop-

ment.
The show has a 

pretty full crew of 
actors, so there are 

a full set of high- and 
low-ranking bridge offi cers, engi-
neering offi cers, security person-
nel, and non-Starfl eet aliens that 
interact smoothly and  as realis-
tically as in any big-budget Star 
Trek series.

Last but not least of the high-
lights of the show: the special 
effects and music.  The com-
puter graphics are, quite frankly, 
amazing for a show of this bud-
get.  There’s a problem with green 
halos that persists as far into the 
series as I’ve watched, but the 
computer graphics-rendered 
backdrops and segments of the 
show are very professional.  

I found myself blown away by 
the opening sequence even on 
the fi rst episode — the music and 
style of the opening sequence is 
dead-on perfect for the series.  
The music has that quality that 
Paramount’s Star Trek songs have 
— once you hear the song and its 
style, you immediately associate 
it with that fl avor of Star Trek.  I 
was very impressed.

Give Hidden Frontier a try.  The 
website is http://www.hidden-
frontier.org and all episodes are 
available for download.  I give the 
series a 4.5 out of 5.  Defi nitely 
worth the download and viewing 
time.

(Starfl eet communicator cour-
tesy of http://www.xscapesprops.
com; U.S.S. Enterprise courtesy of 
http://www.startrekdesktopwall-
paper.com)
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The Thorn staff eats 

Papa John’s pizza every 

week.  You should, too.

Extra Large
One-Topping

Limited Delivery Area - Coupon Required
ORIGINAL OR THIN CRUST ONLY 

WHERE AVAILABLE  Expires: 5/28/06.  
Not valid with any other offer.  Valid only at 
participating locations.  Customer pays all 
applicable sales tax.  Additional toppings 

extra.

999
Campus Only

One Large
One-Topping

Limited Delivery Area - Coupon Required
ORIGINAL OR THIN CRUST ONLY 

WHERE AVAILABLE  Expires: 5/28/06.  
Not valid with any other offer.  Valid only at 
participating locations.  Customer pays all 
applicable sales tax.  Additional toppings 

extra.

O
N
L
Y 799

Campus Only

232-PAPA

S t o r e  H o u r s . . .
Mon-Wed: 9am - 1am
Thurs-Sat: 9am - 2am
Sunday: 12pm - 12am

1234 WABASH AVE.

Gerrick Lewis 
The Lantern (Ohio State U.) 

Over the past few months, 
Hollywood has been abuzz over 
a couple of fi lms that are not 
the typical big blockbuster fi lm. 
One of those fi lms is Brokeback 
Mountain. 

The fi lm stars Heath Ledger 
and Jake Gyllenhaal as ranch 
hands Ennis Del Mar and Jack 
Twist. Set in 1963 in the state of 
Wyoming, Brokeback tells the 
story of the forbidden romance 
these two men share. 

Ennis (Ledger) is a loner look-
ing for work who meets Jack (Gyl-
lenhaal), an amateur rodeo rider. 
Both men need to make ends meet 
and they set off for the mountain, 
anxious to work and herd sheep. 
Jack is assigned to sleep near the 
fl ock in order to protect them 
from the coyotes while Ennis re-
mains at camp. They spend their 
free time sitting around a camp-
fi re heating canned beans, shar-
ing stories and drinking whiskey. 
Then, one cold night, the nature 
of their developing friendship 
changes when the two have sex 
in a scene that raises eyebrows 
and conjures gasps. 

Both men establish that they 
aren’t “queer,” yet they continue 
acting on their lust toward each 
other. The two quickly fall in love. 
Ennis seems to resent his feelings 
for Jack and they only consider 
themselves “friends”, and noth-
ing more. The men go their sepa-
rate ways at the end of the season 
and, in one of many touching 
scenes, you see Ennis succumb 
to his new feelings for Jack. 

Both men marry and start their 
own families. Michelle Williams 
and Anne Hathaway give strong 
performances as the brides of the 
two men. 

What makes the story of Jack 
and Ennis such a tragedy is that 
they live in such a closeted time 
where no one accepts their love 

for each other, making it impossi-
ble for them to be together. They 
have to resort to living unhappy 
lives, seeing each other only a few 
times a year.  Ang Lee (Crouching 
Tiger, Hidden Dragon) does a bril-
liant job directing this strong cast 
in the fi lm adapted from Annie 
Proulx’s 1997 short story of the 
same title. 

Viewers might fi nd this fi lm 
hard to watch. The pace of the 
fi rst half is at times dragging, but 
quickly picks up once the men 
begin their separate lives. Led-
ger and Gyllenhaal are nothing 
short of amazing in these roles. 
Ledger gives a solid performance 
and his dialect is so dead on that 
he is hard to understand in some 
scenes. 

Gyllenhaal’s performance can-
not be ignored. Jack is the char-
acter that tears at your heart. He 
loves Ennis with every ounce of 
blood in his body and the fact 
that he cannot spend a life with 
Ennis destroys him. Jack hates 
the secrecy of his life and even 
suggests to Ennis the two should 
get a ranch together. Jack, deep 
down, is the hopeless romantic 
in us all. As a viewer, you want so 
bad for the two of them to be to-
gether even though Ennis knows 
it will never be. 

Ennis’ marriage soon falls 
apart. Williams is well aware of 
her husband’s infi delity and ho-
mosexuality but does not con-
front him until after the marriage 
is over. Both men share one last 
trip together where they can be 
seen coming to terms with what 
they are and what they will be. 

Brokeback is a fi lm about love. 
It is not a story of homosexuality 
or of two men having an affair. It 
is about a love that is shared be-
tween two people that cannot be. 
The story is at its best in the fi nal 
minutes of the fi lm when you see 
Ennis show his emotion toward 
Jack that he’s been trying to hide 
the whole fi lm. 

Brokeback Mountain 
breaks boundaries

Phillip Meiser
Staff Writer

It’s time for another install-
ment in my guide to budget gam-
ing.  As you may recall, I fi nd 
games available for twenty bucks 
or less, and I waste my money so 
you don’t have to.

This week’s game is a strange 
little platformer simply called 
Scaler.  Now, being the engineer-
ing student I 
am, the name 
i m m e d i a t e l y 
gave me fl ash-
backs to vec-
tors, matrices, 
and scalars, 
but it seems 
the people 
at A2M were 
thinking more 
about scales 
as they pertain 
to lizards.  This 
is one of those 
games where 
the plot was probably an after-
thought, so I’m not  real clear 
on how the main character gets 
turned into a lizard and sent to 
an alternate dimension, but for-
tunately they made the plot pret-

ty easy to ignore.
In traditional platformer style, 

you go around from level to lev-
el completing tasks, collecting 
stuff, killing all the things that 
move, breaking half the things 
that don’t, and generally causing 
a ruckus.  Scaler does not stray 
far from that. It feels a lot like a 
cheap version Jak and Daxter.  
As a lizard, your primary attack 
is obviously punching things, 

though you do 
get a handy 
tongue attack 
for when you 
want to taste 
your foes.  You 
also earn the 
ability to change 
into other crea-
tures on some 
levels.  Their 
powers range 
from throwing 
bombs to roll-
ing into an ar-
mored spiked 

sphere, all of which can be mildly 
amusing.  

However, the most entertain-
ing part of the game comes in the 
vine sliding sequences, where 
you jump on a long track and 

slide along it - jumping, duck-
ing, and dodging obstacles while 
collecting currency and building 
up your static electricity (which 
powers your special attack).  On 
the later levels, the dodging be-
comes quite frantic and diffi cult.  
Your twitch skills better be up to 
snuff to jump the barriers, duck 
the gates, and dodge the giant fl y 
traps.  If it weren’t for the forgiv-
ing continues the game hands 
out, the vines might become very  
frustrating, but I actually en-
joyed every minute I spent riding 
them.  

The bosses aren’t too bad, and 
they are their own levels, so if you 
don’t want to deal with them you 
have the option of ignoring them 
completely, at least for a while.  
There are a couple gimmick lev-
els, like racing and fl ying a simple 
rail shooter, which help break 
up the monotony some. Also,the 
alternate forms are fun to play 
with. 

Unfortunately, the game re-
ally doesn’t have much staying 
power, even though there are 
some entertaining aspects. Even  
though pretty graphics (and they 
are pretty, in the weird, drug-in-
duced Alice in Wonderland kind 

of way) look good, they can’t re-
ally help the fact that this game 
doesn’t do anything remotely 
new. Not only that, the things it 
does don’t work particularly well 
either.  I would say it is worth 

exactly what they charge for it.  
It’s not a great game, but it’s not 
a money sink either.  Xbox, PS2, 
Gamecube,  $15-20 new - but 
you’re probably better off buy-
ing it used. 

Gaming on a budget: Scaler

It’s not a great 
game, but it’s 
not a money 
sink either. 

You’re probably 
better off buying 

it used.
Bobby Jenkins is transformed into a lizard and teleported to an al-
ternate dimension by a machine invented by accident.  Plot? Cohe-
sion? Who needs ‘em?

http://www.consoleob.com/images/scaler_3_big.jpg



Aaron Meles
Opinions Editor

The easiest reason why 
the theory of intelligent de-
sign should not be taught 
in public schools is that it 
is fi rst and foremost based 
more on religion than on 
science. Its supporters can 
tell me all day that there is 
scientifi c evidence behind 
it, but the fact remains that 
intelligent design implies 
the existence of God. Who 
else could serve as the “in-
telligent designer?” 

Perhaps a chicken-or-
the-egg argument would 
prove useful to drive home 
this point. It is hard to 
imagine the theory of in-
telligent design coming 
into being without fi rst 
making a commitment to 
making God scientifi cally 
viable. It is very hard to 
believe that the creators 
of the theory were merely 
collecting evidence on the 
origins of life and stumbled 
upon the conclusion that 
an omnipotent fi gure must 
have been carrying out 
Olympian machinations 
throughout history in or-
der for our existence to be 
possible. On the contrary, 
they must have started out 

trying to prove God’s pres-
ence in the existence of 
humankind.

With this accepted, one 
must begin to question 
the “intelligence” of God’s 
design capabilities. A close 
inspection of many species 
will reveal the inherent 
fl aws in the anatomy of the 
animal. For example, the 
nerve that connects the 
brain to the larynx does not 
run directly to the larynx 
itself, but fi rst runs past it 
down to the lungs, where 
it wraps around a ligament 
and then proceeds back to 
the throat. And what about 
the purpose of male nip-
ples? What does God see in 
those? 

Also, if life was designed 
by an all-knowing being, 
how does one explain the 
extinction of species? Evo-
lution’s explanation covers 
this: mutation and adap-
tation result in unfi t spe-
cies, which are naturally 
selected out of the picture. 
It hardly seems likely that a 
benevolent God would en-
gineer such tragedies into 
his blueprint of the world. 

According to webmd.
com, one in four women 
who become pregnant 
has at least one miscar-
riage in their lifetime. The 
religious folks who believe 
that human life begins at 
conception must have a 
hard time believing that a 
perfect, immortal intelli-
gence would make the hu-
man reproductive system 
so grossly murderous.

Supporters of intelligent 
design theory will insist 
that if evolution is such 
a strong theory, then it 
will be able to withstand 
a competing theory in 
school rooms. This is the 
argument of a losing side. 
If ID supporters cannot 
muster enough reasons 
why their theory is sub-
stantial, then falling back 
on a dead end argument 
such as this is the only way 
to seem somewhat victori-
ous.

So fi nally, we return 
to the original question: 
Should intelligent design 
be taught in public school 
biology classes? The an-
swer is most certainly no. 
Anything that is not found-
ed in science should not be 
taught in biology classes. 
Evolution theory was cre-
ated from scientifi c ob-
servation and deduction, 
while intelligent design 
theory was formed around 
a need to project God into 
science. There is a separa-
tion of church and state in 
this country, and it is ap-
plicable to this situation. 
However, the larger, more 
encompassing reason is 
that intelligent design is 
not a scientifi c theory. A 
theory isn’t science just 
because it uses scientifi c 
observations. One must 
question what such theo-
ries are trying to demon-
strate, and trying to prove 
the existence of God seems 
quite a bit less than science 
to me. 

Point-counterpoint: 
Intelligent design in schools?

OPINIONS6 The Rose Thorn

Choose 
your new 
opinion

1000 Words
by Erin Hudson

Knowledge is power

In public schools across 
America, children are 
taught evolution in their 
biology classes. If that’s part 
of what parents want their 
children to be taught, then 
great. In a recent decision, 
the Pennsylvania Middle 
District Court permanently 
prohibited the Dover Area 
School District from requir-
ing teachers to “denigrate 
or disparage the scientifi c 
theory of evolution, and 
from requiring to refer to a 
religious, alternative theory 
known as intelligent de-
sign.” This is as inane as 
passing laws that ban the 
teaching of evolution. Just 
because someone makes a 
law or court ruling doesn’t 
prove or disprove the verac-
ity of the material.

Every person could ben-
efi t from learning more 
about intelligent design. By 
ordering the termination 
of the curriculum, judges 
are cheating Dover High 
School children out of valu-
able knowledge. Students 
who are indoctrinated with 
evolution as being fl aw-
less  will never seek to learn 
more about the theory. 
They will not be interested 
in either researching the 
fl aws in the theory to make 
it more robust or in exam-

ining the current theory to 
determine other areas in 
which it doesn’t hold true.  
They have no background 
or qualifi cations now for 
rejecting or accepting it 
(other than that he or she 
was told so), let alone vot-
ing on public policy. 

Opponents object to ID 
because they claim the re-
search that has come out in 
favor of ID was biased work. 
There are many biased sci-
entists out there, and I am 
sure that some ID support-
ing scientists biased their 
work; however, has anyone 
cross-examined the Dar-
winists on who was biased 
towards atheism prior to his 
or her research? The quality 
of the work should stand by 
itself, independent of the 
researcher.

It’s not that the intelligent 
design camp has no scien-
tifi c concepts and material 
to offer students. A plethora 
of information in the fi elds 
of biology, archaeology and 
paleontology, to name a 
few, is available that should 
be made known for consid-
eration to these students, 
many of whom will be our 
future scientists. An exam-
ple of how our knowledge 
has evolved in the fi eld of 
biology is vestigial organs, 
or organs thought to have 
no function. Vestigial or-
gans are often discovered 
to have uses, sometimes a 
long time after being de-
clared useless. In the case 
of male nipples, before a fe-
tus’s gender develops, both 

females and males develop 
them, which has been sug-
gested is effi ciency in pre-
natal growth design. Some 
philosophical questions 
have been raised related 
to biology, such as the fre-
quency of miscarriages. 
Causes for miscarriages 
vary, but risk greatly in-
creases in the cases of vari-
ous diseases, pain-relieving 
medication, and consump-
tion habits. Many of those 
habits can be controlled.

Give ID equal time 
with evolution in public 
schools? Absolutely. If the 
scientifi c case for evolu-
tion is robust, it should 
have no problem holding 
its own when additional 
material is presented. Cur-
rent curriculum is biased 
towards a model that pres-
ents neither its fl aws nor 
scientifi cally-based alter-
native theories. The worst 
that will happen? The 
students will learn more 
about the world they live in 
and the fallacies and truths 
of either topic. The more 
knowledge these students 
have, the better equipped 
they will be as scientists 
and citizens. To not do so is 
to indoctrinate rather than 
educate, and to withhold 
valuable information from 
future generations. It’ll be 
great when students start 
studying science and stop 
having their education re-
stricted by people that ban 
evolution, ban ID, or man-
date that Pi is 3.2. Here’s to 
hoping.

You can’t prove God

Two weeks before break, the 
Thorn ran a front-page article 
on grade infl ation.  The article 
provided very interesting read-
ing, but the comments of a cer-
tain faculty member interviewed 
shocked me.  This faculty member 
believed it was silly for the Thorn 
to be investigating this matter, as 
it is “not a student issue.”

I would like to know, since 
when are grades not a student 
issue?  This is one of the most 
ridiculous comments I’ve seen.  
That is like saying, “teacher sal-
ary is not a faculty issue” or “the 
score is not an athlete’s issue”.  
Grade infl ation has the possi-
bility to affect Rose students in 
very real ways.  In a way, like it or 
not, grades are one of the most 
important things to a student at 
an institute such as ours.  We are 
paying a fortune to come here, 
and we’d like to know that our 
grades mean something when 
we get through.  How would you 
like to invest tens of thousands 
of dollars into something, and 
spend four years working at it as 
hard as you can, only to be told at 
the end that it was all worthless, 
and nobody will appreciate what 
you have done?  If our grades are 
truly being infl ated, the students 
themselves would like to see that 

rectifi ed.
On the other hand, there is a 

very real possibility that grades 
here are not being infl ated.  Rose 
students could truly be per-
forming above and beyond their 
counterparts in previous years or 
other institutions.  If this is the 
case, Rose students have a very 
real interest in the grade infl ation 
issue in a different way.  If some 
higher-up decides that grades are 
infl ated and something has to be 
done about it, then Rose students 
will be unfairly given lower grades 
or more voluminous or diffi cult 
homework and classwork.  I can 
say, as a student, that the current 
workload is already incredibly 
intense, and I often fi nd it nearly 
impossible to actually fi nish ev-
erything on time.  I do not want 
to have the additional stress and 
sleep deprivation that would re-
sult from more and harder home-
work without a very good reason.

Grade infl ation is, and always 
has been, just as much a student 
issue as otherwise.  Anyone say-
ing otherwise obviously doesn’t 
remember what it is like to be a 
student.

Ben Fritz
Computer Engineer
Class of 2007

One of Rose-Hulman’s 
greatest strengths is its sense 
of community.  Our stu-
dents, faculty and staff sup-
port each other in ways that 
allow achievements which 
would otherwise be impos-
sible.  Students who per-
form in fi ne arts, athletics 
and other campus activities 
receive a boost when they 
have support in the stands.  
A wonderful example of 
this trend happened at last 
weekend’s basketball game 
against DePauw.

In front of a vocal and 
proud crowd, the Rose-Hul-
man men’s basketball team 
gained an early advantage 
against our archrival and 
never looked back.  The 
highlight of the game for 
me came when a DePauw 
starter shot an airball in 
the fi rst half and received 
a chant “AIRBALL” every time 
he touched the ball after that.  
When the same player shot an-
other airball in the second half, 
he refused to shoot for the rest 
of the game.  You can, and did, 
make a positive difference in the 
Rose-Hulman victory.

You can make a positive dif-
ference in any Rose-Hulman ac-

tivity.  Tonight, for example, the 
men’s and women’s basketball 
teams play against Sewanee in 
another conference matchup; 
the play “Galaxy Video” will be 
presented in Hatfi eld Hall; and 
a concert will be held in the 
Student Union, sponsored by 
WMHD and the Student Gov-
ernment Association.  Perform-
ers in any of these activities will 

be more enthusiastic with a 
large and proud crowd.  

Please do your part to sup-
port the activities that we bring 
to campus for your enjoyment.  
Playing your part allows the 
term “Rose-Hulman Commu-
nity” to have a true meaning.

Keep Up The Good Work,
Bob Bright

Fred 
Webber

Staff Writer

Letters to the Editor
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Like sports?  Like to write?

Write for Thorn sports!
e-mail us at 

thorn@rose-hulman.edu

Rose Hulman News

The  women’s basketball team 
leads the nation in two NCAA 
Division III shooting categories 
in this week’s fi rst set of national 
statistical rankings.

Rose-Hulman ranks No. 1 na-
tionally in free-throw percentage 
(83.5%) and three-point percent-
age (44.2%), while standing No. 2 
in fi eld-goal percentage (49.6%).  
Junior Suzy Carlson leads the 
nation in free-throw accuracy at 
100% on 54-54 from the line.

Carlson’s free throw mark trails 
the all-division national single-
season record of 61 free throws by 
Valerie Kepner of Baldwin-Wal-
lace.  She has hit 55 consecutive 
free throws dating back to last 
season, trailing the career mark 
of 69 by Jamie Visness of Concor-

dia-Moorhead.
Ironically, a player in Carlson’s 

hometown currently leads the 
nation in consecutive career free 
throws made.  Adrienne Squire of 
Penn State has made 57 consecu-
tive free throws dating back to 
last season, including 47 straight 
this year.

Other individuals among the 
national leaders in the fi rst set 
of NCAA statistics include Carl-
son standing sixth nationally in 
three-point fi eld goal percent-
age (55.8%) and 21st in fi eld-goal 
percentage (57.1%).

Junior Rebekah Forsyth  joins 
Carlson in the national rank-
ings in three categories.  Forsyth 
stands fi fth nationally in scoring 
(23.0 points per game), 35th in 
fi eld-goal percentage (54.8%) and 
36th in rebounds (9.9 per game).

Suzy Carlson leads the nation 
in free-throw accuracy.

Rose Hulman News

Rose Hulman News

Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology defeated DePauw 
University in men’s basketball 
action with career high efforts 
by senior Munchie Muskeyvalley  
and sophomore Jared Moore , in 
a 69-52 game on 
Saturday night 
at the Hulbert 
Arena.

Muskeyvalley 
put up a shat-
tering 28 points 
and eight assists 
to lead the En-
gineer offensive 
effort.  Moore 
also put togeth-
er an outstand-
ing all-around 
effort recording 
a career high 
16 points, with 
nine rebounds 
and four as-
sists, leading 
the team in re-
bounds.  Junior Jason Bednarko  
had eight points and fi ve assists 
to help offensively.

Muskeyvalley and Moore could 
not be stopped.  They both shot 
over 50% from the fi eld making a 
combined 10 of 16 three-point-
ers and 17 of 29 total fi eld goals.  
As a team, the Engineers made 
13 three-point fi eld goals.  Rose-
Hulman has not done that since 
1999 against Centre.  In the sec-
ond half, they shot 63.6% at the 

three point line, while holding 
their opponent to 16.7%.

DePauw won the tip off and 
scored fi rst on a three pointer 
by Reid Sakel.  They brought the 
score to 0-6 before Engineers re-
turned with a jumper by fresh-
man Lorenzo Rice , bringing 

the score to 
2-6.  With thir-
teen minutes 
left in the half, 
the Engineers 
brought the 
game within 
one point on a 
three pointer 
by Muskeyval-
ley, 10-11.  
With 12:31 in 
the half, Mus-
keyvalley un-
leashed anoth-
er three point 
shot to give the 
Engineers the 
lead 13-11.  

With 8:23 left 
till halftime, 

DePauw tied it and regained 
the lead on shots by Stephen 
Schott and Brian Oilar, bring-
ing the score to 13-15.  The lead 
changed fi ve times in the next 
fi ve minutes until the Engineers 
reclaimed the lead at 3:06 to go 
in the half on a jumper by senior 
Shane McCue , to bring the score 
to 22-21.  This was the fi nal lead 
change of the half and eventu-
ally the night. 

At halftime the Engineers led 

32-25, and only built to that 
lead, scoring eight unanswered 
points to begin the half.  By 8:05 
left in the game, Rose-Hulman 
gained a 22 point lead with a 59-
37 score on a layup by Moore.  
The last score came at 0:19 left 
when Alex Stewart of DePauw 
sank a three point shot, bringing 
the score to 69-52.

The Engineers rose to 5-8 (1-
2 SCAC) on the season while 
DePauw fell to 5-8 (1-2 SCAC) 
on the year.  Rose-Hulman re-
turns to action next Friday Janu-
ary 13th in a conference game 
against Sewanee at 8 p.m. in the 
Hulbert Arena.

Munchie Muskeyvalley led 
Rose-Hulman with a career 
high 28 points and eight assists 

Rose Hulman News

Jared Moore recorded a career 
high 16 points with four assists 
and nine rebounds.

Rose Hulman News

Muskeyvalley, Moore career-highs lead Rose-
Hulman past DePauw

 Women’s basketball team leads NCAA 
Division III statistics in two categories

Rose Hulman News

Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology senior tailback Char-
lie Key  and freshman linebacker 
Paul Spreen were named to the 
honorable mention portion of 
the NCAA Division III South Re-
gion Football Team by Don Han-
sen’s Football Gazette in results 
released Wednesday.

Key fi nished his career ranked 
fourth in school history with 
2,741 rushing yards and second 
at Rose-Hulman with 38 rush-
ing touchdowns.  He added 980 
receiving yards on 78 receptions 
and set a school record with 
4,400 career all-purpose yards.

This season, Key recorded a 
pair of fi ve rushing touchdowns 
performances to tie Rose-Hul-
man’s school record.  He ranked 
among the national leaders with 
15 scores and rushed for 823 
yards on the season.  Key also led 
Rose-Hulman with 21 receptions 
for 249 yards.

Spreen ranked second on the 
Engineers with 91 tackles, in-
cluding a team-high 50 solo ef-
forts, despite not starting until 
the third week of the season.  He 
paced the Engineers with three 
forced fumbles and added 3.5 
sacks and a pair of pass break-
ups.

He earned SCAC Player of the 
Week honors for his work in the 

victory at Millsaps, and recorded 
17 tackles against Trinity for the 
most by a Rose-Hulman football 
player since 1991.

Rose-Hulman placed 5-5 
overall on the season and 2-4 
in SCAC play, after being picked 
to fi nish last in the league’s pre-
season coaches poll.  The Engi-
neers open the 2006 campaign 
at Earlham on Sept. 1.

Charlie Key, Paul Spreen 
named honorable mention 

All-Region

Paul Spreen led the Engineers 
in forced fumbles (3) and re-
corded 91 tackles in 2005.

Rose Hulman News

Rose Hulman News

DePauw University, ranked 
ninth in the nation according to 
the WBCA, defeated Rose-Hul-
man Institute of Technology in 
women’s basketball action 87-64 
on Saturday night in the Hulbert 
Arena.

DePauw won 
the initial tip 
off and struck 
fi rst as Liz Bon-
di of DePauw 
shot a layup in 
the fi rst 14 sec-
onds.  DePauw 
never fell be-
hind after that.  
At 16:39, senior 
Anna Guy  tied 
it up at four 
apiece, assisted 
by sophomore 
Jill Floyd.  But 
the Engineers 
never gained 
the lead.  Bon-
di of DePauw 
scored again 
18 seconds 
later to bring 
it to 4-6. With 
4:29 left in the 
half, the Engineers began a rally 
to bring the score from 16-34, to 
28-36 at halftime.

After halftime, the Engineers 
came out scoring on all cylinders, 
bringing the score within two 
with 18:33 remaining, holding 
the Tigers scoreless during the 

run.  But following a coach’s time-
out by the Tigers, DePauw began 
a three-quarter-court press that 
gave the Engineers quite some 
trouble.  Rose-Hulman fell to 52-
80 with six minutes left.  The En-
gineers started a drive that would 
bring the DePauw lead down to 
64-87, but it was too little too 

late.
Junior Re-

bekah Forsyth 
led the team 
in total points 
and rebounds, 
with 19 and 
10 respec-
tively.  This 
was her 37th 
career dou-
b l e - d o u b l e 
and her sixth 
this season.  
Also in the 
double fi gures 
for points, 
Floyd scored 
15 points, 
with two as-
sists.  Fresh-
man Lindsey 
Reichle had 
a team-lead-
ing fi ve assists 

and six points, playing the full 40 
minutes.

The Engineers fell to 7-6 on the 
year (0-3 SCAC), while DePauw 
rose to 13-1 for the season (3-0 
SCAC).  Rose-Hulman returns to 
action this Friday in a conference 
match against Sewanee at 6 p.m.

Nationally ranked Tigers top 
Rose-Hulman

Lindsey Reichle led the team with 5 
assists, giving her a total of 39 as-
sists on the year.

Rose Hulman News

Rose-Hulman basketball teams take on DePauw



Alex Clerc
News Editor

Dear McDonald’s franchise 
owner,

Enclosed you’ll fi nd informa-
tion about an exciting new devel-
opment from McDonald’s Burger 
University: McRobots.  The full 
McRobot system includes a mas-
ter computer to coordinate the ro-
bots and over a dozen McRobots.  
Below is an FAQ on McRobots:

Can robots really do that?
Modern robots are capable of 

all the skills needed to work in 
fast food:

• Moderate dexterity and vision
• Ability to follow instructions 

and perform repetitive tasks
• Ability to love (still in devel-

opment)
Will McRobots be worth it?
While the overhead costs of 

McRobots are steep, they’re never 
late to work, make fewer mistakes 
than humans, and are 100% sani-
tary.  That’s right – no more hair 
in the salads or boogers in the 
milkshakes.  The McRobot won’t 
even use deadly motor oil – the 
greasy nature of its work makes it 
self-lubricating.

Who will still work at 
McDonald’s?

Since there will be no workers 
left at McDonald’s, there will also 
be no need for a manager.

The only employee each Mc-
Donald’s franchise will need is an 
engineer to maintain the robots 
and computer software.  They 
should be compensated with 
a generous salary (think about 
$6.25 an hour)

But where will all the high 
schoolers work during the 
summer?

Due to the fact that every fast 
food chain in America is going to 
want to integrate the McRobot, 
Robo King, or Robot Bell into 
their franchises, high schoolers 
will have to make money by stay-
ing home all summer and day 
trading.

But what about the other fast 
food employees?

For those men and women 
who have made working at Mc-
Donald’s their career, few options 
will exist in this country as more 
and more fast food jobs go ro-
botic.  Our best guess is that they 
will emigrate to Mexico to work 
at the Taco Bells.  In this back-
wards future, Mexico will see a 
growing minority population of 
Americanos who spill in from the 
border in crowded pickups, all of 
them looking for a new life and 
the Mexican dream.

Philip Becker
Staff Writer
(writing as)

John Dullard
Advice Columnist

Hail, Rose-Hulmanians!  I’m 
John Dullard and I’m back from 
a merr…er, Happy Holiday.  Wait, 
does it count if I’m only risking of-
fending myself?  But nonetheless, 
I’m back.  And my crazy world has 
come crashing down yet again.

To recap: before I left I failed 
at my “Colored Rose Thorn” idea 
and was left in the best sales peri-
od of the year advice-less on mar-
keting.  Yet, I, John Dullard, have 
persevered.  As the New Year ar-
rived, I made myself a resolution.  
Or at least I tried.  But becoming 
an abstract idea is harder than 
one might think.  So I opted to set 
a goal for myself in 2006.

I’ve decided to earn my second 
million, which is a high standard, 
since I didn’t meet my goal for 
last year.  Then I thought back to 
when I went to the Modern Art 
Museum in New York City.

I was overcome with a rage that 
overtakes me every time I have a 
fl ashback of the trip.  I have this  
vision of this painting of a square 
with a circle in it.  That didn’t up-
set me; I express plenty of ideas 
and feelings through geometric 
shapes.  For example, I don’t want 
anyone to consider me “square.”  
What got me about the painting 
was the $1400 price tag.

So I set off on my journey to New 
York City.  Using a trick I picked up 
in Siberia, I stuck my thumb out 
as I stood by the road.  All man-
ner of friendly people assisted me 
on my journey to New York City.  I 
walked into the Museum of Mod-
ern Art and sat by the fi rst shape 
painting I could fi nd.

When a well-to-do person came 
by and stared at the painting for 
a moment and said, “Wow.  I’ve 
never seen anyone express what I 
feel so vividly,” I made my move.

“I’ve got a canvas and black 

paint right here,” I told them.  “I’ll 
give you the same thing for half 
the price!”

They were outraged, so I offered 
the same thing for just $50.  How 
could they refuse?  They didn’t.  
Security took care of it for them.

I must know.  Is black too 
strong a color?  Should I use more 
pastels and maybe some differ-
ent hues of black? 

Send your advice to 
fl ipside@rose-hulman.edu,

subject: “Help for John!”

Top ten New Year’s resolutions

10.

9.

8.

7.

6.
5.

4.

3.

2.

1.

The Little Line o’ Litigious Lard: The content of the Flipside is intended to be purely humorous, and it does not represent the opinions of the Rose Thorn or Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology. It doesn’t represent anybody’s opinions. 
I don’t have anything special in here.  Facts in “This Day in History” courtesy of historychannel.com.  All material is copyright of its owner.  Panel from “Stalin vs. Hitler” © 2000 Alexey Lipatov. Any unattributed material was created by Gregory Weir.  
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“You guys are the most 
important thing that I’m 
doing in my job.”
-- Prof. Bagert, who does 
students 

“Filthy is good!”
-- Prof. Stienstra, being fi lthy

“This was back when Macs 
had to be rebooted daily, 
just like Windows machines 
today.”
-- Prof. Clifton, on the 
modern state of computing

“Matlab is so hot right now!”
-- Prof. Chambers, on 
Matlab’s online help

“Don’t laugh at me!  I’m a 
friggin’ professor!”
-- Prof. Ferguson, who shall 
not be mocked

“We’ll go in and bust some 
h- Er, I mean we’ll go in and 
resolve those confl icts.”
-- Prof. Ferguson, on team 
management

 “Seems like OD’ing is a bad 
thing.”
-- Prof. Chenoweth, fi guring 
stuff out

“I only asked that to confuse 
you ‘cause it confused me, 
and I wanted to pass it on.”
-- Prof. McInerney, confused

“My hand behind here is giving 
you the fi nger.  No really, 
I’m doing it.”
-- Prof. Butske, having fun 
with the projector screen

“I’m not doing my job if I don’t 
make you a little miserable.”
-- Prof. Hoover, who does his 
job well

“I would say ‘Bless You’... but I 
worship the devil.”
-- Prof. Bryan, verifying our 
suspicions

This Day in History
dies, in Switzerland, from a 

perforation, operated to con-
tinue vitae and circulation of 
blood to heart and environs.
James Joyce, Rathgar author, 

fr’th land of Éire, ceased 
writtenscratched his nuggy 

authorworks in 1941.

In Addition
I don’t think you compre-

hend what I’m trying to say 
here.  There seems to be a bit 
of miscommunication, you 
know what I mean?  Please 

try to understand.  Grok?  The 
internalization of this transfer 
of knowledge is known to me, 

and I want you to get that.

Using your hard-earned tax dollars for fi lth and vileness for over 127 years!

Aaron Meles
Opinions Editor

Get around to chiseling off the once liquid hot magma from your 
fondue pot

Continue your secret spree to ruthlessly murder all the trees 
outside of Speed in revenge for the one that killed your parents

Be fi rm this time when you tell Wayne down the hall that it is your 
turn with the Russian mail order bride

Finish plans to picket the next Presidential Search Committee 
meeting with signs proclaiming “Hail to the Keith”

Go back through and weaken the sprinkler heads on BSB 2 again
Perfect your ice throwing technique so you can be ready the next 

time a prof decides that the only way to ace a test is through 
Mortal Kombat

Explain to your RA how Wayne down the hall disappeared because 
people ignored him enough that it came true, not because you 
unleashed the hall’s dancing bear on him

Figure out that since they come once a week, these references run 
at about 1.653*10-6 Hertz

Build a bigger, more obviously fake missile silo in one last attempt 
to impress your role model, Kim Jong Il

Use your time machine to go back and stop all those terrible time 
travel jokes from ever happening in previous issues

The artistic advice of John Dullard

Wacky Prof Quotes

Send your prof quotes 
or other humor material 

to fl ipside@rose-hulman.edu

McRobots and you!

Lindsay Pethick
Staff Writer

Back in “the day” (circa 2004), 
a movie came out. Not just any 
movie. Hellboy, to be precise. 
This movie, like many movies and 
books made since the 1930’s, had 
Nazis. It seemed a natural choice, 
really. I can just imagine the guy 
who came up with the comic sit-
ting there, thinking. “Let’s see. 
Creating an evil demon-crea-
ture…  Meddling with the pow-
ers of Hell itself… Who would be 
mad enough to do such a thing?” 
(sound of epiphany goes here) 
“Nazis! Brilliant!” The same thing 

probably happened with count-
less other media productions: 
Indiana Jones, The Rocketeer, 
Schindler’s List… the names go 
on for some time. 

The fact of the matter is that 
Nazis are the perfect villains. Why 
do you think two-thirds of the 
shows on the History Channel 
are about Nazis? No one comes 
close to Hitler’s level of sheer de-
spicableness. No one. Sure, Osa-
ma tried, but he’s a total amateur 
compared to the big A.H. Frankly, 
I don’t even think Napoleon’s 
quite up to snuff, and I think 
that Hollywood agrees with me. 
I envision a chorus line of Holly-

wood writers and 
directors, singing 
“Wind Beneath 
My Wings” to a 
picture of Hit-
ler, holding their 
hands to their 
hearts and cry-
ing. “Did you ever 
know that you’re 
my hero?”

Beautiful.
Face it, kids. 

When it comes to 
bad, you can’t beat 
the H-man.

Nazis: a love story for the ages

Hitler poses, in all of his evil glory, on the fi rst 
page of the quintessential “Stalin vs. Hitler.”

Alexey Lipatov / http://www.comics.aha.ru/rus/stalin/
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