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Stop, Communicate, Listen

How My Rose-Hulman is Shaping Campus Communication

Lauren Wiseman

News Editor

Students will clearly remember the inception of My
Rose-Hulman, the new intranet for the campus commu-
nity. Doing away with SharePoint, all-campus emails,
and the list of links on the campus homepage, My Rose-
Hulman was meant to bring the campus together and
simplify the lives of students and faculty alike. Even
though this was the goal of the site, some student organi-
zations have experienced declines in participation,
sounding the alarm. With these potential problems and
with a new era of connectivity on the horizon, My Rose-
Hulman and its implementation illustrate one key fact:

“We’re definitely taking everyone’s
feedback...and seeing if it makes

sense for the broader community...”

Communication is critical.

When asked about the implementation of My Rose-
Hulman, Internal Communications Manager Hayley
Kuepers said, “Overall, it's gone quite smoothly.” She
cited users who have found the site easy to navigate.
Kuepers went on to say My Rose-Hulman is an improve-
ment on the previous intranet, which was not technically
an intranet to begin with. “People had expressed frustra-
tion with finding information” through the old list of links
on the Institute’s website, and Kuepers believes My Rose-
Hulman offers a comprehensive solution to those frustra-
tions.

Senior Director of Communications and Marketing
Paul Shepherd added, “I think it [the implementation]
went better than expected.” The numbers show a sharp
increase in users since the site launched back in Decem-
ber. “We've had a 350 percent increase in unique users,”
Shepherd explained. He said the news stories showed
hundreds of unique users, with one story showing rough-
Iy half the campus had viewed it.

Unfortunately, measuring the number of users on
the site has proven to be tricky. Shepherd broke down

how the metrics for the site worked. “The metrics identify
unique users,” he said. These “unique users” could mean
users visiting on their mobile devices, laptops, or even
different browsers, so it can be difficult to see exactly how
many people are using the site.

However, those who have used the site have offered
feedback to Shepherd and Kuepers. “We've gotten two
different kinds of feedback, primarily,” Shepherd said.
One kind is positive feedback, with users expressing sat-
isfaction with the site’s intuitive design. The other kind of
feedback revolves around suggestions for improvement.
Shepherd cited the hour clock and the academic week
tracker as examples of suggestions implemented into the
site. Kuepers added the bulletin board categories came as
aresult of a user’s idea.

“We're definitely taking everyone’s feedback,” Shep-

herd said,
“digging into it,
and seeing if it
makes sense for
the broader com-
munity...do  we
have the resources
to make it hap-
pen?”
My Rose-Hulman
continues to move forward and become a major player in
day-to-day life at Rose. As with any new facet of life,
change can sometimes be difficult. As all-campus emails
have been phased out, some clubs have been struck with
a downturn in participation. One such organization is
Rose’s Ink literary magazine. Dr. Taylor, faculty advisor
for the magazine, spoke with The Rose Thorn about the
decline in submissions for the 2017 issue.

Since Dr. Corey Taylor’s first year as an advisor in
2007, Ink had seen a steady increase in submissions,
from 81 for the 2007-08 to a record 227 for the 2015-16
edition. However, for the 2016-17 edition, the number of
submissions plummeted to 91. “It’s difficult to say it’s just
for a single reason,” Dr. Taylor said, “but I have to say the
new way we communicate with the campus is a major
contributor.”

He went on to say, “I think for better or for worse,
email has been the way we communicate with each oth-
er.” Dr. Taylor pointed out emails are quickly deemed
important or irrelevant based on a subject title; and he
mentioned how individuals could opt out of SharePoint if
they so choose. All-campus emails were the way Dr. Tay-
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lor advertised Ink: the submissions, the release, and the
release party.

However, with My Rose-Hulman becoming the chief
form of notification, Dr. Taylor said the magazine crew is
utilizing some tried and true methods while still following
the new all-campus email guidelines. “Ink also used to
rely on just good old word of mouth,” he said, and he
mentioned the Ink staff will ramp up efforts in that re-
gard, as well as pouring more effort into the Facebook
and Instagram pages run by their social media team.

“I understand the need for a centralized location,”
Dr. Taylor said, but he felt the rollout could have gone
smoother. He added that in three or four years, My Rose-
Hulman will be a way of life. That “way of life” will hold
true for the incoming freshmen, especially. Kuepers and
Shepherd are creating a Class of 2021 page. Before stu-
dents even arrive on campus, Kuepers said students will
be exposed to the tools My Rose-Hulman has to offer.

Shepherd made it clear he understood the frustra-
tions, though, but he cited a different frustration from a
few years ago. “Before this intranet project began, there
were a lot of surveys done here on campus,” he explained.
These surveys revealed that the campus community felt
they were being “inundated with noise,” with an endless
stream of emails. “When you've done something for
twenty years one way,” Shepherd said, “and when you
[change] those behaviors, it takes some time to adopt and
for that shift to take place.”

There are some solutions on the horizon to reach a
compromise. Shepherd mentioned the Communications
office is considering a daily digital newsletter, to “pull in
the most recent news items, the most recent events, and
the most recent bulletin board items” from the site and
send it out as a digest. These newsletters could be tailored
to students, faculty, or staff. The important aspect Shep-
herd and Kuepers are still carefully considering is, “Does
that [idea] work for the campus at large, and how do we
implement that with the resources we have?”

With the survey extended, the Communications of-
fice will receive an influx of comments. Ideally, these
comments will help the office refine the site and make it a
valuable asset for the campus community. The hope is
that while My Rose-Hulman continues to shape campus
communication, Rose-Hulman itself will continue to
shape the website.

“It’s a resource,” Shepherd said, “but it’s also a place
where we can collaborate as a community, engage as a
community.”
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Do Some Good

Tri-Delta Events, Memorial Runs Around the Corner

Lauren Wiseman
News Editor

It seems that lately, people
are confronted with negativity
from all sides. National conflict,
mounting frustrations among na-
tions, all of it can wear a person
down. For college students, loom-
ing exams can also do a number
on the psyche. However, Rose-
Hulman students have a variety
of charity events up and coming
to help distract from the dead-
lines and put some positivity
back into the world.

Tri-Delta is hosting three

“Ben’s family
wanted to com-
memorate how
he gave back to
the campus

community.”

charity events, beginning May
8. To help raise money for St.
Jude’s Children’s Hospital,
Tri-Delta is hosting a Spirit
Night at Chick-fil-A. From 5-9
p.m. on Monday, May 8, for
every customer who brings in
the flyer emailed to the cam-
pus, Chick-fil-A will donate to
the hospital. On Wednesday,
May 10, the charity event con-
tinues at Buffalo Wild Wings
for Eat Wings Raise Funds
night. Presenting a ticket
means BWW will donate 10
percent of the purchase to St.
Jude’s. Then, this weekend,
Tri-Delta’s Teeter Totter a
Thon will be happening at
Baesler’s Market from 6 p.m.
on Friday until 6 p.m. on Sat-
urday.

Also on May 13 is the Ben
Chilton Memorial 5K. Orga-
nized by RHA, the run is
meant to honor the memory
and respect the name of Chil-
ton, who passed away in a
heartbreaking war with can-
cer. Because Ben gave so
much to the campus communi-
ty, all donations from the
event will be put into a schol-
arship named after Chilton.
Questions can be directed to
Kyle Rhodes or Josh Palamut-
tam, and sign-ups are availa-

SPIRIT
NIGHT
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for Tri Delta

Spirit Night is just one charity event Rose’s Tri Delta sorority is host-
ing this upcoming week.

ble on My Rose-Hulman.
Rounding out the upcom-
ing charity events is the ASCE
Golf Tournament. The 21st
tournament for ASCE, it will
take place on May 20 from 8
a.m. until 2 p.m. Teams of
four can compete, and the
winning team has a bevy of
prizes to their name at the
end of the tournament. The
event is to raise money for
Habitat for Humanity, and so

Photo Courtesy of My Rose-Hulman

the cost of admission will help
that endeavor. For students,
the cost is $35, and for non-
students, that price is $7o0.
The event will also have raffle
prizes and door prizes.

Even with a harsh reality
bearing down on people day to
day, there is still a measure of
positivity in the world. Some
of that positivity is right here
on campus, and Rose students
help make that possible.

[
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Looking for an off-campus house?
® 4 pbedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 1,550 square feet want to access your

e 4.1 acre lot with plenty of privac - -

° Incéu;?eoshliving mZm, dininz ruor:, E favorlte Old Issues Of
and kitchen i

e 51190 per month for all utilities I 3 ﬁ "‘e ROSQ ThOrn? FI nd

except electricity

¢ | awn mowing included h them at

e Shared access to swimming pool

e Available for remainder of school year and/or next year SChOIar.rose-hUIman.edU/
rosethorn/

Call Brett Gibson at 812-237-9119 or email brett.j.gibson @ bgibson.com
Located at 9842 E Deer Hun Drive, Terre Haute, IN 47803

WRITING&

LAYOUTS&
HEADLINES& Advertise with The Rose

PIZZA (SOMETIMES). Thorn

Contact
Thorn-Biz@rose-hulman.edu

Summer Storage Available.
Student Discounts, Clean and
Secure. Two locations, North

And South

o 812-243-9052

& Storage Solutions
Mon-Fri 9am-3pm
Saturdays 9am-Noon

GET IT ALL IN
THE ROSE THORN.

MEET US IN 0259
EVERY TUESDAY AT 5:15 P.M.

Scenic

Rose

Photo by Marc
Schmitt
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News

News Briefs \What do LEGOs have
to do with the Internet?

Joseph Lee
Staff Writer

Settlement Reached in Johnson and Johnson Case

Lois Slemp of West Virginia, has won a
total of $110.5 million after suing the compa-
ny Johnson & Johnson. The verdict is the
fourth in a series of claims that the baby
powder causing ovarian cancer. Slemp was
diagnosed with cancer in 2012, and blames it
on the talcum powder in the products.

The primary culprit in question is talc, a
mineral commonly found in cosmetics,
paints, and plastics. The controversy comes
from several small studies that link talc with
ovarian cancer from about 20 to 40 percent
increased risk.

However, other studies have found no link
between the compound and cancer. There-
fore, there is not a definitive conclusion that
can be made yet. However, various experts
are cautious on the claim on talc, stating big-
ger studies should have shown the link be-
tween talc and cancer, similar to the smaller
studies.

Furthermore, theoretically, there should
be more ovarian and cancer cases due to the
amount applied on babies. One thing is clear:
the court system is currently in favor of the
claim.

Michigan Proposing Marijuana Legalization

One by one, it seems states are legalizing
the recreational use of marijuana. In Michi-
gan, the Coalition to Regulate Marijuana like
Alcohol submitted a petition to legalize rec-
reational marijuana use.

However, there will be some restrictions.
Only up to 2.5 ounces of marijuana may be
purchased, and only up to 10 ounces can be
kept in homes. Furthermore, individual com-
munities can choose whether marijuana busi-
nesses could be allowed. Marijuana growers
will be taxed and will be classified with one
of three categories: 100 plant growers, 500
plant growers, and 2,000 plant growers.

The proposed legalization is also meant to
combat the “failed prohibition government
programs.” These government programs have
led to the arrest of roughly 20,000 people a
year in Michigan alone.

However, this attempt has been made be-
fore. In 2016, a similar attempt was made,
but the organization behind it, MiLegalize,
failed to get the issue on the ballot.

First Female Usher at White House Fired

Angella Reid, the first woman and second
African American to be the chief usher at the
White House, has been fired. It is unclear on
the reason, but Reid commented, “I think it’s
best if the White House explains.”

Unfortunately, the White House staff is
not stating much. They did say it was a tran-
sition due to the new administration. This is
unusual, given this particular job usually in-
volves a long tenure, and the last known per-
son in a similar position to be fired was back
in 1993.

Principal Deputy White House press sec-
retary Sarah Huckabee Sanders said, “We left
on very good terms and wish her the very
best and certainly hope for great things for
her in the future.”

People who knew Reid doubt her release
was due to any action she performed. The on-
ly comment made that might be negative re-
volved around her bossier nature in compari-
son to other ushers. However, some speculate
the fence-jumper in 2014 may have factored
in her release.

Unemployment Lowest in Decade

The U.S. unemployment rate fell to the
lowest level in the decade, roughly 4.4 per-
cent. This is the lowest unemployment since
May of 2007. Approximately 211,000 jobs
were added in April, and average hourly
earnings rose by 2.5 percent, now hovering at
$26.19 an hour.

Such development starting calming down
fears that began to rise over the state of the
economy. The job growth happened to areas
in mining, manufacturing, leisure and hospi-
tality, education and health, and business
services.

While this increase in job numbers may
prove hopeful, the secretary of Labor warns
that there are still “challenges ahead,” such
as providing equal opportunity for all Ameri-
cans. Furthermore, graduates continue to en-
ter a weaker economy in comparison to the
past, which is still a troubling issue.

Marc Schmitt
Editor-in-Chief

The internet is increasingly becoming
the center of economic activity in the mod-
ern economy. Chris Riley, Head of Public
Policy for Mozilla, came to Rose-Hulman on
April 18 to speak about internet policy chal-
lenges that affect huge amounts of global
economic activity.

The structure internet poses a funda-
mental challenge between openness and in-
tellectual property. These opposing ideas are
at the heart of policy disputes about the in-
ternet. Riley points to net neutrality and
copyright protections as policy building
blocks or LEGOs for the internet.

Internet policy is a relatively new con-
cept and has only recently become intensely
fought over. The primary reason is that the
internet was small and inconsequential so
corporations and governments paid no at-
tention. Riley spoke of small self-governing
groups that built the internet, where it was
difficult to be “a bad actor,” a troublemaker.
That is no longer the case, as the internet is
now a market place where trillions of dollars
of transactions are made each year.

Since becoming an integral marketplace
for the world, competition policy is the next
big issue in internet policy. The increasing
concentration of services in internet giants
like Google and Amazon is decreasing com-
petition on the internet. Riley notes how the
culture in Silicon Valley has changed from
an attitude where startups strived to make it
on their own, where now it is a race just to
get acquired by one of the giants. Though
internet giants are not behaving aggressively
monopolistic, Riley argued that they have
growing capability to behave in such a way.

There are many ways for internet giants
snuff out competition. Riley argued that
companies are building vertical silos of ser-
vices and infrastructure, where users and
developers only use that company’s built-in
services. Though building infrastructure si-
los creates efficiency benefits, Riley is con-
cerned about the high potential for compa-
nies to abuse their position. The prolifera-
tion of platforms poses the same risk, where
companies could refuse to let their competi-
tors have access to the dominant platform.

The internet’s unique ability to connect
everyone in large networks begs the question
of who controls access to the network. This

is where compe-
tition policy is
really con-
cerned. If 9o
percent of users,
which could po-
tentially be bil-
lions of people,
use a single plat-
form, then the
company who
controls the net-
work could keep |
out competitors.

Riley warned

that convention-

al anti-trust en-

o et ey Chris Riley is Head of

thetic to ythgse Public Policy for Mozilla.
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light several ap-

proaches to the

question of internet competition policy. The
first approach is to enforce existing anti-
trust laws, which could mean breaking up
companies that are behaving uncompetitive-
ly. Ongoing anti-trust probes in the Europe-
an Union against American internet giants,
like Google and Microsoft, are good exam-
ples.

A better approach is to balance open in-
teroperability and vertical integration. Riley
knows the benefits of vertical integration are
difficult to argue against, so creating poli-
cies that keep these silos open to competi-
tion is key to keeping the internet fair. En-
couraging open application programming
interfaces (APIs) is another way to maintain
open interoperability and competition.

Most import, however, is organized ac-
tion by users to encourage companies and
governments to behave in a fair and open
manner. Users can tip the scale in the direc-
tion of openness.

In closing, Riley emphasized that there
are many policy options out there for main-
taining a fair and open internet. Students
who are interested in internet policy as a
career path no longer must get a law degree.
Engineers are increasingly becoming part of
policy making in the private and public sec-
tor. Needless to say, internet policy will con-
tinue to be of great importance.

Looking for Housing Off-Campus?

One Bedroom Executive Apartment for Rent.

Located above the Gibson Teldata, Inc. offices in downtown Terre Haute (1472 Wabash Avenue)

1,080 square foot

Features a kitchen area, living
room, sitting area, bedroom and
1.5 baths

$790.00 per month

All utilities, basic cable TV, phone
and internet service

Washer, dryer, refrigerator and
dishwasher included.

Available starting on June 1, 2017
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Email Brett Gibson at brett.j.gibson@bgibson.com or call (812) 237-9123 for more infor-
mation or to schedule an appointment to see the space.
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Black and

Write about what matters.

Write for the News Section.




Entertainment 4

World of Tomorrow

Evelyne Maquelin
Copy Editor

Quite possibly one of the shortest ti-
tles Netflix has to offer, World of Tomor-
row packs centuries of existential crises,
technological quandaries, and potential
human rights violations into just 16
minutes and 27 seconds. An emotional
and mental whirlwind, this film is well
worth the 32 minutes and 54 seconds of
your time.

World of Tomorrow tells the story of
toddler Emily (Winona Mae) who re-
ceives a visit from herself, or rather, a
clone of a clone of a clone of herself
(Julia Pott), 227 years in the future. As
the original Emily, she still has all of her
memories intact, and in search of a very
specific relief, her great-grand-clone
whisks her away to the future with some
questionable discount time travel. There
she regales her infantile DNA source
with the story of their lives, and how the
impending destruction of earth threatens
all of it.

“Don Hertzfeldt... poured his
heart and this
straight-forward exposition of

soul into

technology and science fic-

Unique in practically every re-
gard, this mind-bending film has
a quirk for everyone. Don Hertzfeldt,
writer/director/animator/uncle for
World of Tomorrow, poured his heart
and soul into this straight-forward expo-
sition of technology and science fiction.
From time travel to uploading conscious-
ness, Hertzfeldt cuts through the crap
fed to us by mainstream science fiction
writers and offers an honest look at the
implications of these technologies, all
while maintaining a certain whimsy.
Shooting stars, for example, though
beautifully animated and mesmerizing in

Com

The United States has possessed nu-
clear weapons for 72 years, yet the histo-
ry of our arsenal is relatively unknown.
Eric Schlosser has taken on the task of
digging up the secretive past of Ameri-
ca’s most lethal weapons. In “Command
and Control,” Schlosser tells the minute
by minute story of the 1980 Damascus
Accident, where a Titan II missile ex-
ploded in its silo in Kansas. Throughout
the book Schlosser weaves in a detailed
history of the development of our nucle-
ar arsenal and the nuclear challenges
facing American leaders.

Since the first nuclear bomb was pro-
duced, the United States has struggled to
control its most powerful weapons. The
dilemma between military leaders who
needed nuclear weapons to always deto-
nate and civilian leaders to never acci-
dentally detonate has plagued America’s
arsenal. Throughout much of twentieth
century, military leaders’ have won the
argument, and safety has played a minor
role compared to the weapon needs of
the military. It is no coincidence that

tion”

Marc Schmitt
Editor-in-Chief

thousands of accidents have occurred
where nuclear detonation almost oc-
curred.

The most notable example of Ameri-
ca’s gamble with nuclear safety hap-
pened in Goldsboro, North Carolina,
1961. A B-52 bomber en route to the
United Kingdom loaded with two hydro-
gen bombs crashed after a midair refuel-
ing. During the crash the two hydrogen
bombs landed in fields near Goldsboro.
Luckily neither bomb had detonated, but
it was found that gravitational forces
had armed the bombs and that a single
switch had not been turned to the ready
position.

Schlosser counts hundreds of inci-
dents where nuclear detonation almost
occurred. By the end of the book, read-
ers are left knowing we are lucky to have
survived the cold war without an acci-
dental or intentional nuclear detonation.

What is more exhausting is the extent
to which military and civilian leaders
knew about the safety dangers of nuclear
weapons. In many cases, military com-

Emily v.4 stands at the edge of the earth with her clone boyfriend, David.

Photo courtesy of Vimeo.com

their own right, are the bodies of dis-
count time travelers who just barely
missed earth burning up on reentry. It’s
a terrifying and gruesome concept, but
the fact that we, the viewers, find them
beautiful nonetheless speaks to some-
thing greater. It reveals our morbid fas-
cination and admiration for technologi-
cal advancement, regardless of its conse-
quences, and our total passivity towards
the death of strangers.

This motif of conflicting revelations
continues throughout World of Tomor-
row, leaving you at the end in no uncer-
tain terms, confused. So much is hurled
your way in such a short time, that to
truly understand what Hertzfeldt is try-
ing to convey with this perplexing short
you may need to watch it two, maybe
three times. Actually, my friends and I
watched World of Tomorrow four times,
pausing at particularly heavy moments to

discuss and dissect Hertzfeldt’s work. It
becomes, effectively, a feature-length
film that stays with you throughout the
day, week, and, though only time will
tell, the rest of your life.

At the same time, Hertzfeldt strikes a
nice balance between intense, mind-
blowing scenes and quick, comedic wit.
From great-grand clone Emily’s deadpan
reactions to literally everything, to her
curious relationship history, World of
Tomorrow caters to the here and now
with its charm and amusing sequences.

So gather your friends, fire up the TV,
and don’t give them any context. Relax
as you are whisked away alongside young
Emily on a journey of self-discovery and
reflection, and get ready to hit the replay
button.

and and Control

The Damascus Accident occurred at a Titan II missile silo, pictured above, in rural Arkansas.

Photo courtesy of CNN

“A techno-thriller
of the first order.”

manders refused to put safety devices on
nuclear weapons for fear that they would
not work when the time came to use
them. Without the life and death reality
of the cold war, this position seems
wholly unjustifiable.

Schlosser follows several scientists
who advocated over decades to get safety
improvements into the American arse-
nal. Their limited success is a reminder
of the unbending nature of the military,
and the dangers of giving up civilian
control of nuclear weapons.

Though the safety of the American
arsenal has improved, just how safe our
nuclear weapons are is unknown. What

is known is the age of the weapons in
our arsenal, and it does not inspire con-
fidence. Schlosser’s deeply reported
book makes clear that we do not have a
good track record. More attention should
be given to maintaining the safe keeping
of weapons that could still wipe out the
entire planet.

Schlosser’s excellent book is a techno
-thriller of the first order. It paints a
chilling picture of the past that reminds
readers of the seriousness of the cold
war, and just how close we have come to
our demise.
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Upcoming Sneaker Releases

Seun Ladipo : : : d _
T itostole fditor Air Jordan 13 Low White Metallic Silver

Parley X Adidas Ultra Boost pack—May 10
Nike Womens Air Max 95 Fiberglass and

May 20

Adidas NMD XR1 OG— May 20
Liquid Lime —May 12 Air Jordan 11 Low Barons—May 27
Air Jordan 4 Pure Money—May 13 Adidas Ultra Boost 3.0 Bronze —May 31
Nike Air Max 97 Metallic Gold—May 18
Nike Flyknit Racer Macaron Strawberry—

May 19

Nike Flyknit Racer Macaron Lavender—May

19

Nike Flyknit Racer Macaron Blueberry—May

19

Nike Flyknit Racer Macaron Pistachio—May

19

KITH X Adidas Ace 16+ Ultra Boost Vapour If someone buys me these I will pay your tuition,

Pink - M ay19 Photo Courtesy of stockx.com




Opinions

Equality for None

(But fairness for all)

Thaddeus Hughes
Opinions Editor

The modern liberal cry of equality has been
ongoing for some time. In the U.S., the Gini coef-
ficient (which is used to measure economic ineq-
uity) has been on a significant uptick from the
1960s. Globally, this trend is the opposite, but
here at home, it seems to be the rich get richer,
and the poor poorer. Does this signal American de-
cline? Perhaps, but not in the way that we see it.

Many will propose the argument that while
poor Americans are disproportionately worse off
than the rich, they live in a better standard of liv-
ing than they did even ten years ago due to tech-

So, what really is unfair, and what should we
be looking for in an economic system? We have
many notions that hard work should be reward-
ed, but isn’t robbing a bank potentially hard
work? Indeed, what we want to reward is not only
hard work, but that which also benefits others
around us. Formally, we could say that value gen-
eration should be rewarded- creating wealth ra-
ther than merely amassing and consuming it.
This is the fundamental difference between the
hard day laborer and the Ebeneezer Scrooge. It is
not their desire for money, for the day laborer very
much desires material good, but the way by which they
go about pursuing this goal which marks the distinction
between wealth generation and consumption.

It is not desire for money, but the way

by which we go about pursuing it which

marks the distinction between wealth

generation and consumption.

nological advancements and increased buying
power. However, something still stinks about this
- almost as if the poor are being bought off.

While the march towards ‘equality’ may seem
noble, it is immediately outcast when we consider
our real desires. The ultimate concern we have
isn’t equality, it’s fairness. In this regard, we are
far from pragmatic: the means and ways of an
economic system speak far more to us about the
values it upholds than do the outcomes.

Even polling indicates this belief that wealth
should be unequally divided. 92% of americans
believe the wealth distribution within the U.S.
should ideally be skewed, with high wage earners
having slightly more than double the lowest
(http://www.businessinsider.com/inequality-in-
the-us-is-much-more-extreme-than-you-think-
2015-6). If equality were the goal, then why
should we stop at this distribution? Truly, we do
not desire the dreariness of equality.

As the scholar C.S. Lewis wrote in Miracles, “A
world in which I was really 'as good as everyone else', in
which I never looked up to anyone wiser or cleverer or
braver or more learned than I, would be insufferable.”

Marc Schmitt
Editor-in-Chief

The American Health Care Act is a strikingly
unpopular piece of legislation. Before the origi-
nal version of the AHCA died in March, a Quin-
nipiac Poll put support for the bill at only 17
percent, while 56 percent of Americans opposed
the bill.

The version of the bill that passed the House
on Thursday, May 4, contained amendments
meant to give states more freedom in setting
healthcare rules. The result is a piece of deeply
flawed legislation that is difficult to support
from either end of the political spectrum.

What is clear from the House bill is the ur-
gency that has gripped Republicans. The Repub-
lican leadership have convinced themselves of
the necessity of passing any legislation to appear
as repealing and replacing Obamacare. This is a
dangerous strategy, likely to cost them in the
upcoming 2018 midterm elections.
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Having a fair and just economic system is not
a guarantee of happiness, and is most certainly
not a guarantee of equal outcomes, but it is a near
necessary condition to leading meaningful lives.
We do not need perfection, but we want to be
generally rewarded for our productivity; the value
we add to others’ lives.

So what is causing this unfairness? Well,
quite simply, unproductive behavior is rewarded.
A major source is from monopoly- when an effec-
tively entire sector of something is controlled by
one entity, the need to be as productive in order
to ensure continued existence, declines. There is
no competition- no need to charge lower prices,
or offer better service. If you're thinking about
internet service providers, Microsoft, or other
businesses, great, you know what I'm talking
about. If you're also thinking about public utili-
ties like water and electricity, even better. But
even government itself (which has tasked itself
with regulating monopolies) owns a monopoly on
force: police, and military. Unsurprisingly, many
in business would like to have some of that force,
as it proves to be very powerful.

The House bill is an ugly sausage that was
assembled solely to get enough votes to pass. In
effect, House Republicans were kicking the can
down the road knowing that the Senate, with a
less conservative ideological makeup, would
produce a more palatable bill to their voters.
The final legislation signed by President Trump
is unlikely to look like what was passed on
Thursday.

At issue, however, is the opposition this has
stirred against Republicans. They have broken
many of the promises they made about how they
would govern.

Republicans passed a hugely consequential
bill that few members have read in its entirety,
which brings to memory Nancy Pelosi’s infa-
mous line, “we have to pass it to see what’s in
it.” The representatives who voted for the bill
are now dodging explaining their controversial
vote. Of the 217 Republicans, none accepted a
lead spot on morning news program over the
weekend.

Lobbying does exactly that. Having tighter and clos-
er connection to government power simply on the basis
of knowing someone in office seems off-putting to say
the least. While a corporation may have more at stake
than an average citizen, the press of skilled lobbyists out-
side the door can often overwhelm phone calls and mes-
sages from average citizens handled by a secretary. At a
certain point, trying to make your voice heard over eve-
ryone else's’ proves to not create wealth. Is this some-
thing we should reward with political influence?
Sadly, rampant corruption has shown that de-
spite our current laws restricting campaign dona-
tions, many politicians treat their office and in-
fluence as a means to gather more money.

While lobbying and monetary donations in
politics is well-discussed, other issues which are
even more detrimental to rewarding productivity
receive much less airtime. The general thought
process is that business would only ever desire
deregulation, but this couldn’t be further from
the truth- many industries would love to craft
regulations that disproportionately benefit them.
This can be found in almost any government
agency and usually manifests itself in either com-
plicated and nearly arbitrary rules, or extremely
cost-intensive requirements that are easier for
established companies to abide by.

This use of government regulation to hold
onto sectors of the economy is referred to as
“regulatory capture”, and notable examples in-
clude FDA drug licensing, EPA rules regarding
fracking, and various agricultural subsidies.
While companies naturally face competition,
when they latch hold of regulatory agencies or
legislators, they can use the monopoly of govern-
ment to avoid such competition. In the process,
they amass and destroy wealth rather than create
it. While many federal agencies and regulations
have started well-meaning, the effect of lobbying
and crafty business, over time, can turn such reg-
ulations into money-making machines, rather
than consumer protection.

Such has been ongoing for some time, and
much theory and activism has gone towards re-
belling against such injustice, to the point that we
see the symptom of such injustice, massive
wealth inequality, as the pivotal enemy to com-
bat. Far from finding the root of evil, we’ve only
found the leaves.

If we really want to produce a more just and
fair society, our focus must not be on equality,
but on rewarding wealth generators, rather than
demoting them.

Republicans voted on a piece of legislation
that affects over a fifth of the US economy with-
out receiving a cost analysis from the non-
partisan Congressional Budget Office (CBO).
The Twitter account of the House GOP asked
days before the Affordable Care Act (ACA) vote
if Democrats would wait for a CBO analysis.

Before the vote, Republicans spent no time
reaching out to constituents or stakeholders. All
told, only two policy sessions were held during
the creation of this bill. Hardly the same could
be said of Democrats, who held months of town
halls and meetings with industry stakeholders
before putting the ACA up for a vote.

Though hypocrisy is pervasive on both sides
of Capitol Hill, the political consequences for
the controlling party are clear. Democrats lost
their House majority in 2010 and have not
gained it back since because of their health care
vote. Republicans would do well to learn from
Democrat’s mistakes.

It’s your opinion.
Share it!
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NBA Playofis

Blake Powell
Sports Editor

It’s almost time to see the Cleveland Cav-
aliers rematch the Golden State Warriors.
The previous two NBA finals has included
both the Cleveland Cavaliers and the Golden
State Warriors. It isn’t set in stone yet be-
cause both teams still have to earn their way
to the NBA Finals but it looks as if they will
end up facing off again.

Cleveland swept the Indiana Pacers 4-0 in
the first round and looking to sweep the To-
ronto Raptors in round two as they lead 3-o.
Cleveland is 7-0 in the playoffs so far and it
looks as if they may enter the finals with no
losses. Cleveland will face the winner of the
Washington and Boston series. Boston cur-
rently leads this series 2-1 and are expected to
win as they are the one seed in the Eastern
Conference.

Golden State also swept their opponent in
the first round 4-0; the Portland Trail Blaz-
ers. Golden State is up 3-0 in their series
against the Utah Jazz. Like Cleveland, Golden
State is undefeated in the playoffs this year
and are looking to make a third straight finals
appearance. Golden State will face the winner
of the San Antonio and Houston series. San
Antonio currently leads that series 2-1 but
one of their stars, Tony Parker, was injured in
game three and won’t be returning this sea-
son.

RHIT Tennis

Blake Powell
Sports Editor

The team advances to the Heartland
Collegiate Athletic Conference Champion-
ship with their 7-o0 win over Anderson Uni-
versity. Rose-Hulman will play Earlham for
the title game and the winner will advance
to the NCAA Division III Tournament. Rose
-Hulman is on track for its third straight
trip to the NCAA DIII Tournament.

The team won its three doubles 8-1, 8-
0, and 8-0 to begin off the day. In singles
play, the Engineers counted on straight-set
victories by Georges Adam, Austin Perry,
and Andrew Schiffman.

The Men’s and Women’s teams seek to
join the NCAA DIII Tournament that begins
next week. The Women’s team won the con-
ference last fall by defeating Hanover 5-4 at
West Indy Racquet Club.
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San Antonio has a history of being great
in the playoffs as they have a very fundamen-
tally sound team year after year and a great
coach to lead them. However, game four will
be the first playoff game for the San Antonio
Spurs without Tony Parker since 2001.

Boston and Washington have had a very
intense series and it wouldn’t be surprising if
the series went to game seven. John Wall is
trying to make one of his first playoff runs
while 5’9” Isaiah Thomas is playing through
the death of his sister and a lost tooth.

The rematch between Cleveland and
Golden State could be a series for the ages but
they both still have a couple teams in their
way. In the next few weeks history can be
made with three finals in a row featuring the
same two teams or a new team will rise to the
top.

The rematch of the century.
Photo by neosportsinsiders.com

|finale against Franklin college in a double header.

RHIT SPORTS BOX SCORES
RHIT Baseball

Blake Powell
Sports Editor

The Engineers lost both games in a double header
against Mount Saint Joseph at the University of Cincinnati.
Mount Saint Joseph improved to 21-18 overall and 15-11 in
conference play. Rose-Hulman dropped to 18-21 overall and
16-10 in conference play. Rose-Hulman currently stands at
third in the conference with one game left in the season
against Franklin.
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Standout Performers

Conner Shipley— one single and one RBI
Chris Sokoloff-pitched four scoreless innings
Logan Schiessle-three hits and two RBIs
Drew Schnitz-one hit and one run

Ryan Stachowski-one hit and one run

RHIT Softball

Blake Powell
Sports Editor

The Fightin’ Engineers lost on their senior night

Rose-Hulman honored seniors Dreyer, Eckert and
Lake prior to their final home game. The Fightin' En-
gineers won a total of 63 games during their college
era. The Fightin' Engineers finished 11-25 overall,

| while Franklin improved to 24-15 and 9-6 in confer-
| ence play.

Photo by Rose-Hulman Athletics

Group hugs in the shower tonight.

Photo by Rose-Hulman Athletics
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Sykes crushes it at the ISU twilight meet.
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Standout Careers

Maddie Struble-two singles

Morgan Dreyer-one double and one RBI
Jessica Will- one single and two RBIs
Ellissa Eckert-one single and one RBI
Janel Lake— one scored run

commltment over the years.

Thank you to the seniors for th

Photo by Rose-Hulman Athletics
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Top 10

Things That Have Happened Recently

September 1, 1989

May 7, 2017

. Taking advantage of a rare lapse in Insecurity vigilance, the
infamous parking lot bandits make off with six inches of

each parking space.

. Rosem-Hosem annexed by Terrible Hole. In return, they stop
sending us South and North Vigo grads.

. ISU classes resume. Thousands of Hoosiers flock to ISU, in-
creasing the average 1Q of Terrible Hole and the average |IQ
of the rest of the state.

. Tom Mauler belly-flops in Speed Lake.
. The Rosem-Hosem gets a sponsor, Big Shoe.
. SAB to sponsor spitting contest to refill Speed Lake.

. VAX graphics improved by the timely acquisition of 30 Etch-a
-Sketch devices.

. Rosem Fraternities reavow support for Michelob Dry Rush.

. Rosem installs new hoopless basketball courts at Speed,
proudly stating, “We think we have something unique,
here.”

10.Speed Dam fixed with materials at hand. Templeton reports

“placement” of those unemployed graduates from last year.

1. CSSE department gets their first shower of the year by acci-

dently walking outside this past week

2. During an especially memorable registration period, two

students compete in death match for coveted class spot.

3. Student overloads 48 credit hours. Transcends to God sta-

tus, starts new religion.

4. Hose-Thron Editor in Chief picks fight with staff over quality

of Greek yogurt. Staffer almost cares.

5. Percopo 4 found in BSB basement. New housing options

open for fifth-year seniors.

6. Respectably sized “fish” “found” in Speed “Lake.”

7. Humanities Major found attending Rose, bio department

blamed for allowing experiment to escape.

8. Civil Curriculum updated to involve Lincoln Logs. Disgusted
CE’s leave en masse, quoted saying, “This is pushing our lim-

its. It’s too hard.”

9. Backpack stolen. Whole campus is shutdown during Federal

Investigation.

10.Freshmen attend Career Fair. Disillusioned with career pro-

spects.

Explanation

This issue of the
Flipside is
brought to you
mainly through
the past. Every-
thing published
here has been
painstakingly
recovered
through the use
of a telephone
box, some jank
television anten-
nae, and a wad
of chewing gum.

“ROOMIES”
comic credit
goes to an artis-
tic contributor
of the early
2000’s.

The credit for
Dr. Thom’s pic-
ture goes mainly
to him for hav-
ing a face. Good
job sir. Keep it
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Dr. Thom’s Throwback
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Did your prof say something hilarious or just great out of context? We wan
to hear about it! Send your quotes with who said it to thorn-flipside@rose-

hulman.edu.

Is this being lazy by ripping off old content or being super involved in trying to find old content? I'd say it’s both, honestly. Please send an email with questions, con-
cerns, or content to the Thorn Flipside Editor <thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu>, or send it to the editor-in-chief (he needs to be kept in check) at <thorn@rose-
hulman.edu>. Disclaimer: The Flipside is purely for fun! Any uncredited work above can be attributed to me, Emma Oswood.
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