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Lauren Wiseman 

News Editor 

 
On Rose-Hulman’s campus, fliers are a 

good way to get the attention of passing stu-
dents. So when the Feminist Engineers ’ Move-
ment was coming up on their first meeting, 
fliers went up to spread the word. Within the 
day, though, signs parodying the movement 
were plastered in almost as many locations. 
For a campus that is relatively inactive when 
it comes to politics, this was an interesting 
trend. To learn more, The Rose Thorn talked 
with the co-presidents of the movement, engi-
neering management graduate student Olivia 
Ottone and junior biomedical engineering 
student Jordan Hagood. 

“We expected there to be some pushback,” Ot-
tone said, “we just didn’t know what it would look 
like.” In spite of the initial resistance, the posters 
were gone almost as soon as they appeared. When 
the posters disappeared, it could be easy to assume 
it was leadership of the FEM, but Ottone said, “I’d 
like to say none of our leadership was involved with 
the removal of the signs.” She said the fact that the 
Meninist Club signs appeared in the first place was 
a sign people were talking and thinking about the 

issues. In fact, she added, “We wanted to leave 
them up… We think it ultimately helps us out.” 
Their first meeting was attended by over 50 people, 
a tight squeeze in an Olin classroom. 

“It is interesting,” Ottone went on to say about 
the response, “because we’re benign [as a campus] 

on so many levels.” She pointed out the 
lack of campaigning and activism during 
the elections, which had a direct impact 
on so much of the Rose population. 

When considering the origin of 
the pushback against the club, Ot-
tone speculates it has to do with the 
interpretation of the word feminism, 
and how people see feminism acted 
out on a day-to-day basis. For the 
movement, they defined it as 
“dissolving gender expectations,” 
according to their My Rose-Hulman 
page. “Anyone should feel comforta-
ble pursuing careers in STEM fields 
and outwardly expressing emo-
tions.” 

Many agree with this definition, 
but many others would argue this 
would fit under the philosophy of 
egalitarianism, the “belief in the 
equality of all people.” Ottone ex-
plained the reason of choosing femi-
nism over egalitarianism, which had 
everything to do with how these phi-
losophies are treated on an activism 
front. Ottone said, “Feminism is and 
always kind of has been a movement. To us, 
we didn’t think it was just about talking about 

the issues.” In the 
end, Ottone and 
Hagood both 
wanted to do 
something, not 
just talk about it. 
“It seems people are 
willing to overlook 
what is derogatory 
towards women, or 
even men. We per-
petuate a lot of 
things in our culture 
that negatively af-

fect the whole spectrum of gender.” Now in her fifth 
year, Ottone wanted change, but all she heard were 
reasons things had not changed: “I heard a lot of, 
‘Oh, people don’t care enough to talk about these 
things,’ or ‘Our campus isn’t there yet.’” She went 
on to say that while she and Hagood were both pas-

sionate about the issue, it came down to enacting 
the change they wanted to see. 

The Feminist Engineers’ Movement meets 
Tuesdays of even weeks at 5:30 p.m. in O231. 
The club has set up a “FEMbox,” which Ha-
good explained was for suggestions. “We want 
to talk about what they want to talk about, 
and address the things they come across.” 
Members can recommend topics, events, and 
ways to continue the mission of the move-
ment. 

Students can follow the movement on 
their Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram pages. 
Students looking to learn more can check out 
the movement’s My Rose-Hulman page.  

“Feminism is and always kind 

of  has been a movement. To us, 

we didn’t think it was just about 

talking about the issues.” 
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Lauren Wiseman 

News Editor 

In Issu e 1 8,  an art ic l e  wa s  
pu bl is hed d iscus sing  the  Hul-
man Memorial  Student  Union  
reno vat ions .  The a rt ic le  went  
into  deta i ls  regard ing  ho w 
construct ion  was  a head  of  
schedul e ,  and  how t he project  
was  o n bud get .   

Bet ween  the  wr it ing  and  
the pu bl icat ion ,  The Rose  
Tho rn  ed it ing t ea m reviews  
the  art ic les  and  makes  correc-
t ions  t hey  feel  are  best  to  
ma ke t he  art ic le  t he  most  en-
gaging .   

The changes  made fo r  the  
art ic le  “A head of  S chedul e ”  
misco nstru ed the informat ion  
therein,  creat ing a  fa lse  im-
pression  of  how the  c onstruc-

t ion  was  going .  Thes e correc-
t ions  s eek to  amend t he erro rs  
as  wel l  as  c lear  u p  any  re-
maining  confu sio n.  

One of  t he majo r  correc -
t ions  is  that  t he  Union  wil l  
not  be  compl eted in  t ime for  
orientat ion 2017 -18.  However,  
the  ex pa nsio n wil l  be .  For  
those  unsure o f  what  the ex-
pansio n entai ls ,  t hat  i s  Career  
Serv ices ,  Corporat e  Engage-
ment ,  the La ke Roo m, l iv ing  
room, load ing doc k,  and t he  
Worx .  In  t he meant ime,  of f ic-
es  such  as  Student  Affa irs ,  
Student  Act iv it ies ,  and Corpo -
rate  Engagement ,  wi l l  be  
moved to  a l lo w fo r  these reno -
vat io ns .  

Another  c orrect io n  con-
cerns  the locat ion  o f  Ca reer  
Serv ices .  The Thorn  mista ken-

ly  pu bl is hed t he  o f f ices  wil l  
be  do wnsta irs ,  when they  wil l  
in  fact  be  upstairs .  Based  on  
the info rmat ion t he paper  has  
rece ived,  Co rporat e  Enga ge-
ment  is  downsta irs ,  and Ca-
reer  Serv ices  is  upstairs .  

In t he Worx ,  t he d emon-
strat io n k itchen wil l  pro vid e  
an o pportunity  for  st udents  to  
learn  a bout  prepar ing  food by  
watching Bon A ppét it  employ -
ees .  The p izza  o ven  in  t he  
Worx wil l  be  brand new.  

It  i s  importa nt  to  not e  that  
while  the ex pans io n  wil l  be  
compl eted  by  the F al l  o f  2017,  
there  wil l  s t i l l  o ngo ing con-
struct io n thro ughout  summer  
and the next  academic  year .  

To  be  c lea r ,  the  renova -
t ions  are  a head of  schedul e  
and und er  bud get .   

The Rose Thorn ha s  a  re-
sponsibi l i ty  to  info rm the  
campus by  pu bl ishing acc u-
rate  in formatio n,  a nd ed it ing  
staf f  a ppreciat es  a ny  and al l  
correct ions  whic h set  the rec -
ord straight  and  improve  t he  
qual i ty  of  the pa per .   

The edit ing st af f  takes  ful l  
res pons ibi l i ty  for  the errors  in  
the  previo us  issu e ,  apolo giz -
ing to  t he aut hor  of  t he o rigi -
nal  a rt ic l e  a nd t hos e who  were  
af fect ed  by  t he  misl eading in-
format ion  therein .  

Any furt her  quest io ns  can  
be d irected to  Ma rc  Schmitt ,  
Edito r - in -Chief ,  at  
thorn@ro se -hul man.edu  

“The editing staff  takes full responsibility for the errors in 

the previous issue, apologizing to the author of  the original 

article and those who were affected by the misleading infor-

mation therein.” 

The Rose Thorn 

Meet Tuesdays  

O259 5:15pm 

Once the FEM posters were up, posters providing 

counter discussion were up, too. 

Photo Courtesy of Seun Ladipo 
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Marc Schmitt 

Editor-in-Chief 

On Monday,  March 13, Freddie  Ravel  
visited Rose -Hulman Institute  of  Tech-
nology to give a keynote presentat ion as  
part  of  the Diversity Speaker Series.  
Ravel  is  known for delivering speeches  
meant  to enhance leadership and in-
crease innovation and collaboration. His 
program, The Rhythm of Success,  is  com-
plete with his  signature blend of  musi-
cality and entertainment.  

Known internat ionally as the 
“Keynote Maestro,”  Ravel  has made his  
name as a  formidable musical  talent .  He 
has played piano with the Earth, Wind & 
Fire,  Madonna, Prince, Sergio Mendes,  
Quincy Jones,  the Boston Pops,  and Car-
los Santana.  

In addition to his  major music collab-
orations,  he has seen great  success with 
his  speaking program. Ravel  has given 
talks to large corporations such as 
Google,  NASA, Toyota, Cit i  Group, and 
many more.  

Ravel  began with two motivating 
questions:  how do we access  the power 
and potential  of  the people around us, 
and what is  the next  tool  to connect  
knowledge in  the world? These are ques-
tions brought about by the unparalleled  
potential  we face today. According to  
Ravel ,  “the undisputed international  lan-
guage of  music can not only help a world  
where there  is  greater  divers ity,  but  wil l  

help us with” today’s  t ransit ional  state .  
Using anecdotes from his childhood,  

Ravel  told the audience how music  had 
helped him overcome transit ional  peri-
ods in his l ife .  As the son of  a Columbian 
mother  and Eastern European father,  his  
diverse upbringing exposed him to myri-
ad varieties  of  music and rhythms.  

One anecdote Ravel  shared was  a t ime 
of  emergency at  his  Los Angles suburban 
garage at  the age of  7.  While playing hide 
and seek he wandered into a fridge,  after  

becoming trapped he is  overcome by fear .  
In his desperation, he hears a rhythm 
and by banging that  rhythm on the re-

frigerator door  
he is  able to alert  
his  grandmother,  
who happened to  

be passing by. Ravel  was capti-
vated by that  rhythm, convinced 
from that  early age of  its  power 
to reveal  hidden secrets behind 

seemingly nothing.  
Ravel ’s  experience of  using rhythm 

and melody to reveal  hidden information 
has guided him throughout his  l ife .  Of  
interest  to him, and what he believes is  
useful  to learn, is  the abil ity to f ind the 
rhythms and melodies in people.  By real-
izing this,  we can better understand and 
enhance those around us to meet our  ful l  
potential .  

Ravel ’s  keynote  was punctuated with 
his musical  acumen, riff ing off  his  key-

board to drive  home 
his  points and in-
volved the audience 
in a  l ively perfor-
mance.  
Rose-Hulman’s 
Center for  Diversity  
speaker  series  con-
tinues April  4 with 
Dr.  Terrel l  Stray-
horn, a professor  
and Director  of  the 
Center for Higher  
Education Enter-
prise at  Ohio State  
University .  There 
wil l  be  a faculty  
lunch ‘n learn, stu-
dent success moni-
toring session, and 
al l  campus lecture.  
To find out more 
visit  the Center  for  
Diversity  o n My  
Rose -Hulman.  

Joseph Lee 

Staff Writer 

Solar Eclipse to Pass Over America for the First 

Time in Nearly a Century, Seen as Sign of God 

 

While  st i l l  several  mo nths  a way ,  the day of  
the solar  ec l ips e  is  fas t  approac hing.  

This  s olar  ec l ips e  wi l l  be  the f irst  o ne in  
a lmost  a  century  to  occur  o ver  Amer ica .  The  
ec l ipse  i s  pred icted  to  ha ppen on  August  21  
later  th is  y ear ,  caus ing a  brief  da rkening of  the  
sky  and a  dro p o f  temperature .  

Furthermore ,  the ec l ipse  s hould  be vis ibl e  
from anywhere  in  the U nit ed  Stat es .  P eo ple  
around t he glo be  are  boo king airplane t ic kets  
and hotel  roo ms  to  try  to  see  t he  s pect acle  
from ad va ntageous lo cat ions ,  inc lud ing a  park  
in  Eastern O regon,  whic h a lready predicts  
25 ,000 to  50 ,000 s pectators .  This  i s  spa rking  a  
ho pe for  t he eco no mic  benef its  t he  tou ris m 
may br ing .  

This  ec l ips e  means more than ju st  t ry ing to  
increas e bus iness ,  though.  Many  rel ig ious  
grou ps are  onc e again  pred ict ing the end o f  the 
world ,  c la iming t he  ec l ipse  might  be  a  harbin-
ger  of  t he  end ,  o r  t he beginning o f  the end .   

Gary Ray ,  writ er  for  evangel ical  Christ ia n  
pu bl icat io n ‘ Uns ealed , ’  s tated:  “The  Bibl e  s ays  
a  number of  t imes t hat  there ’s  going to  be  
s igns  in  the hea vens  before  Jesus  Chr ist  re-
turns  to  Earth .  We see th is  as  poss ibly  one  of  
those .”  

What ever  the  bel iefs ,  even  f ive  mont hs  out ,  
the ec l ips e  has  everyo ne ta l k ing.  

 
Spiders Rank Equal with Humans on Predatory 
Scale 
 

Arachno pho bia,  or  fea r  of  s pid ers ,  is  a  com-
mon pho bia  among peopl e.  Fo r  good  reas on,  
most  peo ple  might  f ind t he creepy c rawl ies ,  
wel l  creepy .  They  are  smal l ,  wit h  mult iple  l egs ,  
and so me are  dangero usly  veno mous .  Ho wever ,  
humans might  not  be  g iv ing thes e creat ures  
enou gh cred it .  

The co mmo n argu ment  for  s piders  is  tha t  
spiders  hel p manage t he  levels  of  other  ins ects  
peo pl e  would  rat her  l ive  wit hout .  Mart in  Nyf-
feler  a nd Klaus  Birkhofer  pu bl is hed an art ic le  
this  week trying t o  see  whet her  suc h c la ims  
warrant  s ignif ic ant  truth.   

The  two  us ed dat a  a va i la ble  to  c alculate  t he  
amount  of  prey  s piders  may  need in  each  t ype  
of  ha bitat  –forests ,  c rop la nds ,  etc . —to main-
tain weight .  The resu lts  were sta gger ing,  wit h  
“25  mil l ion  tonnes ”  of  s pid ers  arou nd  the 
world  whic h col l ect ively  c onsu me 1 6 to  32  
t imes t hat  a mount .  

Wit h t hes e resul t s ,  the argu ment  in  spiders ’  
favor  remains  val id .  While  hu mans might  not  
want  to  be  in  t he  sa me roo m as  o ne ,  t hey  might  
now see  s pid ers  in  a  d if ferent  l ight .  

 
Listeria Outbreak Leads to Frozen Pizza Recall 
 

RBR Meat  Co mpany,  Inc . ,  ha s  ordered fo r  a  
recal l  o f  i ts  Markets ide Ext ra  La rge Su preme 
Pizza .  

The  recal l  du e to  a  po ssible  l is ter ia  conta m-
inat ion  inc luded  more t han  21 ,20 0 pou nd s of  
frozen pizza  fro m Walmart  s to res .  For  l ocal  
readers ,  the recal l  do es  not  a f fect  Ind ia na,  on-
ly  Alas ka ,  Cal i fornia ,  Colorado ,  Hawai i ,  Id a ho,  
Montana,  Nevada ,  Orego n,  Uta h,  Was hingt on,  
and Wyoming.  

It  is  poss ible  t he co nt aminat io n was  caus ed 
by  a  l is ter ia  outbrea k  l inked to  a  creamery  in  
New York.  The out break has  c aused t wo d ea ths  
and s ix  i l l nes ses .  The pizzas  thems elves  have 
not  been  l inked to  a ny d eaths  or  i l lnesses  so  
far .  

 
Secret Service Computer Stolen 
 

Rec ent ly ,  a  Secret  S erv ice  co mputer  was  
stolen a long wit h s ecurity  per imeter  p ins,  a  
personal  la ptop,  a nd a  few ot her  i t ems .   

Fortunate ly ,  t he pins  and some other  i t ems  
have been recovered,  ho wever  t he  la pto p wit h  
sens it ive  Tru mp Tower secur ity  data  is  s t i l l  
mis s ing .   

The dat a  includ es  t he  layout  of  Trump Tow-
er  and  evacuat ion rou tes ,  but  t he  la ptop is  wel l  
prot ected wit h ful l  d isk encry pt ion .  Access  to  
the  data  wil l  require  an  aut hor ized  el ectronic  
ident ity  c ard  a nd t wo pass word s  at  minimu m.  

The i tems were stolen  from an a gent ’s  vehi-
c le ,  and  t his  is  s parking  some wo rry  that  
agents  are  beco ming more c omplac ent  as  s een  
wit h ot her  events  s uch as  t he person who  
jumped  the Whit e  Ho use fence ,  a s  wel l  as  two  
agents  who a re  und er  invest igat ion  for  ta king 
pictu res  wit h t he P resid ent ’s  grandso n whil e  
he s lept .  

The S ecret  Serv ice  d ecl ined  to  co mment  on  
the t heft .  

The Keynote Maestro 

Mesmerizes Rose 

Journalism 

Isn’t Always 

Black and 

White. 
 

Write about what matters. 

Write for the News Section. 

 

The Rose Thorn 

Meet Tuesdays  
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“Ravel’s keynote was punctuated 

with his musical acumen” 

Freddie Ravel performing in Los Angles in 2003.  

Photo by Mark Sykes 

Freddie Ravel came to Rose-Hulman 

on Monday, March 13. 

Image Courtesy of  The Goodman 

Speaker Bureau 

http://www.my.rose-hulman.edu/CFD
http://www.my.rose-hulman.edu/CFD
http://www.my.rose-hulman.edu/CFD


Entertainment  4 

Lauren Wiseman 

News Editor 

Like  i t s  t i t le  c ha rac ter ,  Jo hn Wic k 
quiet ly  debuted  in  theat ers .  It  qu ic kly  
gained  stea m, earning dou bl e  i ts  bud get  
in  t wo  mo nths .  Sud denly ,  t here  was  a  
cool ,  new act io n f i lm in  theaters .  With  no  
jerky  c inematography and a  lean ru nt ime,  
i t  earned high  praise  from cr it ics  a nd au -
dienc es .  When the s equ el ,  Jo hn Wic k:  
Chapt er  Two ,  ca me around t hree y ears  
later ,  peo ple  pa id  at tent io n a nd turned  
out  in  droves .  Many  act io n  f i l ms  c hec k 
of f  box es  o f  what  i t  should  ha ve ,  but  Jo hn 
Wic k is  not  just  an ac t ion f i l m,  making i t  
a  s tandout  f i lm and one o f  t he best  in  
years .  

What  is  a n act io n f i l m witho ut  act io n 
sequenc es?  Based  o n conject ure ,  a  pret ty  
sucky mo vie.  So  a ct io n scenes  a re  crucial  
to  hel p te l l  t he  sto ry  and ra ise  t he sta kes .  
However,  so  many d irectors  o pt  to  chore-
ogra ph t hes e  f ights  a nd act ion sequences  
only  to  s ha ke t he ca mera  throughout  t he  
ent i re  scene ,  ruining  any c ha nce t he au -
dienc e has  to  s i t  in  a we of  t he hard work.  
Wit h the Jo hn Wic k movies  in  the hands  
of  former stu ntmen (both  of  whom 
worked  wit h st ar  K eanu Reeves  on  The 
Matrix) ,  t he c inemato gra phy fo l lo ws eve-
ry  f ight  wit h per fect  c lar ity ,  let t ing audi-
ences  appreciate  every  second .  The head-
shots  and f is t f ights  a re  vio l ent  po etry  in  
motio n.  

Most  peo ple  f ind K ea nu Reeves  to  be  
an a pproac ha bl e,  l ikable  acto r ,  even i f  

they  f ind h is  act ing t o  be  st i f f  and wood -
en.  Reeves  funct ions  bett er  with  a  su bt le  
approac h,  and  a  s ubdu ed character ,  
whic h i s  exact ly  what  John Wic k is .  Wit h 
l i t t le  to  no d ialo gue  across  both  instal l -
ment s ,  Reeves  co nvey s  so  muc h with  just  
his  eyes .  Director  Chad Stahels ki  a nd 
wr iter  Derek Kolst ad kept  Reeves ’s  
s trengths  in  mind,  and wo rked c los ely  
wit h Reeves  h ims el f  throu ghout  t he pro-
duct ion  proc ess .  Wha t  resul ts  is  a  pa ir  of  
movies  with a  sense of  unit y .  John Wick  
is  the sa me Jo hn Wic k  in  the f irst  as  he is  
in  t he s econd .  His  ga unt  appeara nce ,  h is  
sketc hy past ,  his  bu sinessl ike  a pproac h 

to  brutal  murd er —al l  of  i t  co mes to get her  
to  form the hau nt ing  ex -hitman out  for  
blood .  

It  is  not  ju st  Reeves  wit h a  great  per-
forma nce .  Mic ha el  Nyqvist  as  Russ ia n 

mo bster  Viggo Taras ov,  a nd Al f ie  Al l en  
(of  Game of  Thro nes  fame) a s  h is  son  
Iosef  are  a  great  du o .  Not  onl y  do  they  
pass  as  fat her  a nd  so n,  but  t he ir  dynamic  
is  hea rt brea king to  watch  cru mble over  
the  cours e o f  t he  f irst  mo vie.  Wil l em 
Dafo e and Ad ria nne P al ic ki  port ray  mem-
bers  of  the cr ime sy ndicat e  und erworld  
wit h d angero us,  exc it ing  a plomb. Be-
tween the two movies ,  rec urr ing cha rac-
ters  Aurel io  (Jo hn Leguiz amo ),  Charon  
(Lanc e  Reddic k) ,  a nd Winston  ( Ian  
McSha ne)  are  a  lot  of  fun ,  s erv ing a s  dy-
namic  cont rasts  to  Reeves ’s  understated  
Wic k.  The st andout  of  Cha pter  Two,  
though,  is  Ruby Ros e  as  the s i l ent  assa s-
s in ,  Ares .  H er  misc hievou s smirk ,  her  
vulga r  ha nds,  a nd d eadly  precis ion  were 
f lawl ess .  

Wit h sol id  act ion sc enes  a nd c harac -
ters ,  the only  t hing that  could  ru in t he  
movies  at  t his  po int  i s  the writ ing ,  whic h 
Kolstad d id  not  screw u p.  I  grew t i red  of  
act ion  mo vies  that  shoehorned  in  sex  
scenes  bet ween  two  tangent ia l ly -relat ed  
charact ers ,  or  had  t he  hero  or  vi l la in  
monolo gue in  t he ir  last  moments .  The 
John Wic k  f i lms  were a  breath  of  f res h  
air  by  e l iminat ing  bo th o f  t hos e  tro pes .  
Like  i ts  c ha racter ,  i t  was  a l l  business .  It  

understo od v iewers  were t here  to  see  84  
peo pl e  d ie  o ver  a  pu ppy ,  a nd  then  a  stag-
ger ing  128 d ie  in  t he  sequ el  as  Jo hn 
c laws h is  way  out  o f  the u nderwo rld…
aga in .  

Bet ween the two movies ,  t here  i s  a  re-
fres hing  s ens e o f  co nt inu ity ,  as  wel l .  The 
f irst  f i lm l ef t  roo m fo r  t he  sequ el  t o  gro w 
and ex plore  more o f  Jo hn ’s  past ,  whil e  
s t i l l  keeping  i t  at  ju st  over  a  two  hour  
runt ime.  Viol enc e referenced in  the f irst  
movie  was  impl emented in  the sequel ,  
and i t  was  so  sat is fy ing a nd excit ing to  
see  i t  happen,  I  wi l l  l eave i t  to  you  to  en-
joy  i t  for  you rsel f .  The s equel ’s  s tory  was  
broad er  wit hout  stretching beyo nd i ts  
mea ns,  and  i t  kept  t he sty l e  viewers  came 
to  love  in  t he  f irst  instal lment .  Wit h t he  

poss ibi l i ty  of  
a  th ird  f i lm on  the  
hor izon,  t he s ec-
ond f i lm d id  what  

a  sequel  shoul d  do:  t ie  u p s ome loos e 
ends ,  but  lea ve  so me frayed  ends  for  fa ns  
to  speculate  over  u nt i l  the  next  f i lm.  

No movie  i s  perfect ,  but  the  Jo hn 
Wic k movies  c ame pretty  darn c l ose .  So  
c lose,  in  fact ,  I  was  wracking my bra in to  
f ind out  what  I  d is l iked a bout  i t .  Even  
the  twelve s econds  o f  Jo hn Wic k ’s  wife  
are  very  wel l  do ne .  Br idget  Moyna ha n 
play ed H elen wit h  su ch grac e,  a nd i t  was  
such a  rel ief  to  see  that  Moy na han was  
only  s even y ears  you nger  tha n Reeves,  as  
opposed  to  a n a ge  ga p of  twenty  or  t h irty  
years  we ’ re  so  accus tomed to  seeing in  
movie  relat io ns hips .  It  beca me anot her  
reaso n I  a ppreciat ed  the lac k of  forc ed 
roma ntic  su bplot s .  John al ways  loves  
Helen ,  and  no  ot her  femal e  c haracter  can  
pul l  h im out  of  t hat ,  a nd t hat  k ind  of  
consist ency is  es pecial ly  rare  in  act ion  
f i lms.  

John Wick  and i ts  s equ el  d id  some-
thing no act ion  f i l m had do ne for  me:  i t  
kept  me enga ged,  even aft er  the credits  
ended .  I  wa s  read ing  about  i ts  produc-
t ion;  watc hing c l ips ,  rev iews,  a nd behind -
the -scenes  v ideo s.  It  set  a  new standa rd,  
and I  do  not  see  t he  l ikes  of  t h is  f i l m be-
ing matc hed  anyt ime soo n.  So met imes 
the  stars  a l ign,  a nd y ou get  John Wic k  as  
a  resul t .   

“The headshots 

and fistfights are 

violent poetry in 

motion.” 

“John Wick and its sequel did something 

no action film had done for me: it kept 

me engaged, even after the credits ended.  

John Wick is just getting started with his fun-filled killing spree. 

Photo courtesy of IMDB.com 

The surprise hit film was back in full force, making for an excellent sequel. 

Photo courtesy of IMDB.com 

“No movie is per-

fect, but the John 

Wick movies 

came pretty darn 

close.” 
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Lauren Wiseman 
News Editor 

 
The 1996 film Swingers kickstarted an array of social phenomenons: it 

launched Vince Vaughn and Jon Favreau’s careers, it launched the swing craze 
of the 1990s, and it launched Cherry Poppin’ Daddies into the spotlight. 

After spending the early 1990s in relative obscurity—and infamy—in 
the Pacific Northwest, the controversial ska-punk band Cherry Poppin’ Daddies 
found itself hounded for which of their three albums had the most swing. At 
the time, they had swing songs, but were not a swing band. Big Bad Voodoo 
Daddy and Squirrel Nut Zippers were swing bands. Genre-challenged though 
they were, their label thought having a swing album would be a good way to 
cash in on the craze and launch into the mainstream. Only problem was, they 
had no money, and not enough songs to justify a full studio album. 

But there was another, stickier problem, too. “We didn’t want to be a 
‘swing band,’” front man and primary songwriter Steve Perry told The Daily of 
the University of Washington in 1998. Their manager insisted people wanted a 
swing album, because not enough people were buying their three earlier al-
bums. Perry relented, but told his manager, “I don’t think that a band from Eu-
gene [Oregon] with three records could put a greatest hits record out.” The 
solution: record new songs. With the new songs and the old songs that swung 
hard enough, Zoot Suit Riot: The Swingin’ Hits of the Cherry Poppin’ Daddies 
was born. 

Of course, that still did not change the fact the band had virtually no 
money to record the album. Strapped for time and cash, most of the original 
Zoot Suit Riot tracks were recorded in single takes. When recording the titular 
track, Perry said, “I think I’m ready to sing it now” at the end of the song to the 
sound engineer after the first run. Because the take was good, that ended up 
being the take they went with, and the comment was kept, becoming some-
thing of an inside joke that went on to become an iconic part of the song. 

The album took off, and the band did right along with it. That would 
have been fine, but everyone thought they were a swing band as a result. Re-
viewers missed the fact the band never professed to be a swing band, but jazz 
critic Scott Yanow still wrote in his book Swing!, “The Daddies sound as if they 
are a punk rock band who has chosen to masquerade as swing.” Which, in 
some ways, was entirely accurate. But because audiences now expected a 
swing album every time, their 2000 album Soul Caddy debuted with lackluster 
sales, and the band went quiet for a while. 

Zoot Suit Riot continued to endure, though, and the band has, too. After 
a successful PledgeMusic campaign for their 2013 album White Teeth, Black 
Thoughts, and two subsequent cover albums, the band has been introduced to 
a whole new generation of music lovers. This year, the band is celebrating the 
20th anniversary of Zoot Suit Riot with an east coast-west coast tour and a re-
mastered CD. With more takes, and more time, the band had a chance to ham-
mer out any and all lingering kinks from 1997, and the album sounds better 
than ever. 

Even in 1997, the album was a transporting musical experience, from 
the infectious opening drums of “Zoot Suit Riot” to the final musical sting of 
“Shake Your Lovemaker.” Now, with the newly remastered album, the experi-
ence is rounded out with four live tracks, as well as a Spanish version of “Zoot 
Suit Riot.” (Having a Spanish version harkens back to Susquehanna, when “Bust 
Out” opened the album, and its Spanish counterpart, “Arrancate,” closed it.) It 
ends up being an effective choice, with the flow remaining intact from start to 
finish. 

The songs between the start and finish are just as impressive, every 
song adding something unique and integral to the album’s experience. The 
playful, devilish charm comes out in songs like “When I Change Your Mind,” 
“No Mercy for Swine,” and “Cherry Poppin’ Daddy Strut.” Perry’s gift for song-
writing shines through the clever, poignant, and sometimes heartbreaking lyr-
ics of “Master and Slave” and “Drunk Daddy.” The latter, when the song was 
originally recorded for Ferociously Stoned, left their sound engineer horrified 
when the lyrics began to sink in, and the record label “snuffed” the thought of 
having it be a single in 1998, according to a tweet from Perry earlier in the year. 
One song in particular that I feel deserves special recognition is “Dr. Bones,” 
where listeners can feel the raw, manic energy in the horns section. It is a force 
of nature all on its own. 

“We wanted to be The Rolling Stones of swing,” Perry said in 2016, 
“not The Beatles of swing.” In spite of the success swing and Zoot Suit Riot 
brought them, they are still not a swing band, and they are still not the clean-
cut boys you bring home to your parents. That being said, Perry still asserted to 
SongFacts “it was a blessing” to have Zoot Suit Riot be as successful as it was. In 
spite of people pushing for them to conform to a straitlaced image, the band 
kept their cynical, vulgar, and often profound lyrics; they kept their tongue-in-
cheek attitude; and they kept on swinging for the fences. 

In the end, this album is just the tip of the iceberg of what the band is 
capable of. Listen to the album and appreciate the swing, sure, but then go 
back and listen to Ferociously Stoned, Susquehanna, and White Teeth, Black 
Thoughts, especially. This one album only proves mastery in a single genre, 
when the band is capable of so much more. With the anniversary of the album, 
fingers are crossed the band is met with more enthusiasm and admiration than 
ever before. 

Seun Ladipo 
Lifestyle Editor 

 
The era of Hip-hop and rap music popularized in urban communities in the 

late 20th century has become one of the defining pillars of American culture and 
music. Artists and Groups such as the Sugarhill gang, The Notorious B.I.G, and 
NWA, have been raised into an unattainable level of greatness. Their combina-
tion of sampling beats to creating timeless tracks and articulated lyrics helped 
formulate some of the most popular music of the 20th century. 

After this era, we see that there were other artists to uphold these values. 
Kanye West, Jay-Z, Snoop Dogg and many others have kept this balance and the 
precedent that had been set by those before them. The genre changed as technol-
ogy progressed and sampling tracks became easier than ever although the lyrical 
quality was still extremely important. 

The balance between these two categories has always been a key component 
to these genres of music although there has been a shift in their importance in 
recent years. 

Fast forward to the current state of Hip-hop and Rap music. Looking at 
some of the most popular and upcoming artists it is easy to see that a shift in the 
quality of musical and lyrical quality has taken place. With the technology we 
have it is much easier for anyone to make a beat as compared to the early days of 
rap music. This has allowed the genre to flourish with complex tracks that would 
have been impossible to produce years ago. 

These amazing tracks have also caused the focus on lyrical quality to decline, 
to the point where they mean little to nothing in the majority of the genres con-
tent. Artists such as Future, The Migos, and Young Thug are among the greats of 
our generation, even though their lyrics are almost unintelligible. 

Although this balance has been unsettled in recent years, this does not mean 
that this is the end of the genre as a whole. When artists make a collective 

change in their style of music to shift the genre, it doesn’t signal the death of 
such music. A shift in the music is just an evolution of the genre as a whole. 

The Death of Lyrics 

The Cherry Poppin’ Daddies pose for a picture around a table. 

Photo Courtesy of  the Cherry Poppin’ Daddies  Facebook 

Cherry Poppin’ Daddies 

Zoot Suit Riot – Twenty Years Later  

Nayvadius Wilburn “Future” is the king of  fresh beats and trash Lyr-

ics. 

Photo Courtesy of  ygg3yt.com 

Steve Perry Preforming at a show.  

Photo Courtesy  of the Cherry Poppin’ Daddies  Facebook 
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“It would also add much 

needed credibility to an ad-

ministration that has yet to 

catch its breath.” 

Machinists aren’t paid to push 

buttons and pull levers: they’re 

paid to come up with efficient 

ways of  producing a part.  

Machining truly is an art. 

Photo via mcneilus.com 

Secretary of State Rex Tillerson visiting the Korean Demilitarized Zone. 

Photo by NBC News 



March Madness Update 

Blake Powell 

Sports Editor 

Rose-Hulman dominated Franklin college 
with a 9-0 win. This win extended Rose-
Hulman’s win streak against league competition 
to 23 wins. 

All six singles players won in straight sets 
against Franklin; these winners were Georges 
Adam, Brandon Benedict, Cam Metzger, Andre 
Adam, Austin Perry, and Brendan Goldacker.  

The doubles teams completed the sweep; the 
doubles teams were Benedict and Georges Adam, 
Metzger and Andre Adam, and Perry with Joe 
Kendall. 

Rose-Hulman lost 6-3 in the opener against 
Wabash. Contributors to the three wins against 
Wabash were Georges Adam, Benedict, Metzger 
and Andre Adam. 

Rose-Hulman will return to action in a home 
opener on April 1st against Transylvania Univer-
sity. 
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RHIT SPORTS BOX SCORES 

INNING 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 9 8 FINAL 

ROSE-HULMAN 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

OTTERBEIN 1 0 0 0 1 0 2 X 0 4 

Standout Performers 
Drew Schnitz (Short Stop)- Batted .500 in game two 

Davis Robeson (Right Fielder)-Batted .400 in game two 

Marcus Wechselberger (1st Base)- Batted .333 with  a double 

Standout Performers 
Jenny Miller (3rd Base)-Hit 3/3in the first game with a homerun 

Gabbi Markison (Center Fielder)- Batted .333 with a homerun 

Cydney Ogan– Went 1/1 with 2 RBIs 

Maddie Struble (1st Base)- Went 1/2 with 2 RBIs 

RHIT Tennis 

Intramural Standings 
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RHIT Softball 
Blake Powell 

Sports Editor 

 
The softball team went 5-5 over their spring trip and 

have had a few weeks off from competition. They picked 
back up in a double header against MacMurray. MacMurray 
is a team from Jacksonville and have a defeated season. The 
Fightin’ Engineers dominated the day which began with a 
dominant performance to win 8-0 in the first game. The En-
gineers came out hot by taking a 2-0 lead in the first inning. 
The game was out of hand from the start. The team will be 
back in action on Saturday against Illinois College.  

Blake Powell 

Sports Editor 

There were 18.8 million bracket entries 
this year through ESPN. On Thursday 
night, after the first night of games, there 
were 154,283 perfect brackets. However, 
after the first round ended, only 164 peo-
ple had perfect brackets left. The tourna-
ment is only through one round and the 
odds of a perfect bracket all the way 
through is very slim. 

There have already been so many up-
sets in this tournament; Wisconsin beating 
Villanova, Michigan beating Louisville and 
Xavier beating Florida State.  

Villanova was a 1 seed in the tourna-
ment along with being the defending 
champs of the tournament but were upset 
in a 65-62 loss against Wisconsin. Villano-
va played from behind the whole game. 
They fought back and claimed a 7-point 
lead with only 5:31 left in the game. Wis-
consin hung around and was able to pull 
off the win to prove that they were under-
seeded going into the tournament as an 8 
seed. 

Xavier was the first double digit seed 
to make it to the second round. Xavier, 
11th seed, knocked 3rd seed Florida State 
out of the tournament in a 91-66 point 
game. Florida State kept it close for the 
first ten minutes but then the game was 
taken over by Xavier. Florida State was 

forced to score from the perimeter which 
did not work out for them as they only 
made 4 of their 21 attempts from the 3-
point line. 

Michigan upset Louisville in a 73-69 
point game to advance to the round of six-
teen. Michigan came into the tournament 
as a 7 seed while Louisville was a 2 seed. 
Michigan is ranked 5th in their conference 
yet alone to come out and dominate a 
game against a 2 seed in the National tour-
nament. The Florida Gators will face off 
against Michigan in the round of sixteen.  

Other teams are living up to their ex-
pectations such as 2 seed Arizona by domi-
nating Saint Mary’s in a 69-60 win. Arizo-
na had too many threats for Saint Mary’s 
to keep up although they did have a tre-
mendous game. Arizona will face off 
against Xavier in the round of 16, known 
as the Sweet Sixteen. 

The round of 32 will be wrapping up 
soon enough so that the Sweet Sixteen can 
begin on Thursday. This tournament is cut
-throat as each round every team is giving 
their best effort so that they can survive 
and advance. The tournament is a one-loss 
elimination so one slip up game turns into 
the end of the season.  

If you are one of the 164 people who 
have a perfect bracket, don’t get your 
hopes up as it won’t stay that way for 
much longer. 

Blake Powell 

Sports Editor 

Rose-Hulman dominated the track 
this weekend at the Fightin’ Engineer 
Early Bird Invitational on Saturday. The 
men’s team took first place as they wom-
en’s team took second place.  

The Engineers put on a show as they 
won 13 events along with 15 runner-up 
finishes. The men’s team scored 272 
points while second place was DePauw 
with only 111 points. As for the women’s 
team scored 138.5 points while the winner 
was Baldwin Wallace with 186.5 points.  

Camille Blaisdell had an incredible 
day as she ran the 5,000 meter race with 
a time of 18:35:07. She now ranks at sec-
ond of all time in Rose-Hulman history. 

The track team will travel to Washing-
ton University for their Invitational meet 
on Friday as the second competition of 
the outdoor track season.   

RHIT Track 

A failed attempt at getting in the DMs.  

Photo by Rose-Hulman Athletics 

When the parents come home early. 

Photo by Rose-Hulman Athletics 

Is it a bird? Is it a plane? No, it is a baseball. 

Photo by Rose-Hulman Athletics 

INNING 1 2 3 4 5 FINAL 

MACMURRAY 0 0 0 0 0 0 

ROSE-HULMAN 2 0 1 0 5 8 

   Ultimate Frisbee       Softball 

TEAM NAME W L T GP STREAK 
STAND-

ING 

Delta Sig 1 1 0 1 L1 3rd 

Pike Garnet 1 0 0 1 W1 1st 

Pike Gold 0 2 0 0 L2 5th 

ATO B 1 0 0 1 W1 1st 

Sigma Nu 1 1 0 2 W1 3rd 

TEAM NAME W L T GP STREAK 
STAND-

ING 

Disk Guys 1 1 0 2 L1 4th 

Discpicable D2 2 0 0 2 W2 1st 

BSBackhand 2 0 0 2 W2 1st 

Floppy Disk 2 0 0 2 W2 1st 

DISKIT4THEBISCUIT 1 1 0 2 W1 4th 

FRUITOFTHEBLUM 0 2 0 2 L2 8th 

DEMING1 0 2 0 2 L2 8th 

404SPEEDNOTFOUN 0 2 0 2 L2 8th 
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TEAM NAME W L T GP STREAK STANDING 

ATO A 1 0 0 1 W1 1st 

Pike 1 1 0 2 W1 3rd 

Sigma Nu 1 1 0 2 L1 3rd 

Phi Gamma Slamma 0 1 0 1 L1 6th 

Wood Elves 0 0 0 0 - - 

Mouserat 1 0 0 1 W1 1st 

Triangle A 1 1 0 2 L1 3rd 

TEAM NAME W L T GP STREAK STANDING 

Ball is  Life 1 1 0 2 L1 4th 

Pass the Napkin 2 0 0 2 W2 1st 

Fast 2 0 0 2 W2 1st 

Brokebat Mountian 2 0 0 2 W2 1st 

Inglorious Batters 1 1 0 2 L1 4th 

Pike B 0 2 0 2 L2 8th 

Pitch me baby 1 ... 0 1 0 1 L1 7th 

Hitsquad 0 2 0 2 L2 8th 

Deming Peachers 1 1 0 2 W1 4th 

Deming Double P... 0 2 0 2 L2 8th 
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RHIT Baseball 
Blake Powell 

Sports Editor 

 
The Fightin’ Engineers are still trying to find what 

works for them as they have fallen to 2-9. It is still 
really early in the season so they have time to make 
everything click together. Rose-Hulman lost both 
games in a double header against Otterbein; 8-0 in 
the first game and 4-0 in the second game. The team 
will be back in action this weekend against Earlham 
for the beginning of conference play.  



I’ve been trapped in an alternate dimension. My only contact to this world is through this page, which contains a very in depth puzzle of my location. Please send help 

in the form of  email to the Thorn Flipside Editor <thorn-flipside@mailman.rose-hulman.edu>. Disclaimer: The Flipside is purely for fun! Any uncredited work above 

can be attributed to me, Emma Oswood.  Also please don’t call poison control unless you have a legit met reason. It won’t turn out well for either of us. 

1. Repeal and Replace 

2. Charpy Impact Test 

3. Send It to a Private Engineering College 

4. Spend More on Infrastructure 

5. Regift It 

6. #W8 Savings 

7. If It Ain’t Baroque It’s Classical  

8. It’s Not Winter Quarter 

9. Put a Ring on It 

10.It Wasn’t Made by a Purdue Grad 

11. Yet 

12.Greece it 

13.Give it to Intro to Design Student 

14.Ship it 

15.It Will Be When I Get to It 

16. “Buy it, use it, break it, fix it, 

Trash it, change it, mail, upgrade it, 

Charge it, point it, zoom it, press it, 

Snap it, work it, quick, erase it, 

Write it, cut it, paste it, save it, 

Load it, check it, quick, rewrite it 

Plug it, play it, burn it, rip it, 

Drag and drop it, zip, unzip it, 

Lock it, fill it, curl it, find it, 

View it, code it, jam, unlock it  

Surf it, scroll it, pose it, click it 

Cross it, crack it, twitch, update it, 

Name it, read it, tune it, print it, 

Scan it, send it, fax, rename it, 

Touch it, bring it, pay it, watch it, 

Turn it, leave it, stop, format it. “ - Daft Punk 

Top 10 
Things to do if it Ain’t Broke... 

National 7 Day Forecast  

Spring  

Begins 

 

National Ravioli 

Day — ravioli ravioli 

give me the formuoli 

 

National  

Proposal Day — 

Good luck to all you 

romantics out there. 

 

National  

Fragrance  

Day 

 

National Single 

Parent Day 

 

National Common  

Courtesy Day — Be 

excellent to each oth-

er. 

National 

Bavarian  

Crepes Day 

 

National Goof Off 

Day — Follow the 

path of the excellent 

Goofy Movie and 

have your dad enroll 

in Rose. 

National  

Chia Day 

 

National Chip and 

Dip Day 

 

National Near 

Miss Day — Every-

one is out to get you. 

You are not safe. 

 

National Puppy 

Day 

National  

Chocolate  

Covered Raisin 

Day — A quick sur-

vey of the student 

body shows that only 

54% of students find 

this treat “decent” 

while a staggering 

5% enjoy them. 

National  

Lobster  

Newburg Day 

 

National Medal of 

Honor Day 

 

National Tolkien 

Reading Day — Ra-

ther than read, just 

marathon the movies. 

It will take you all 

day. (19.5 hours) 

Epilepsy  

Awareness  

Day – Purple Day 

 

National Nougat 

Day 

 

National Spinach 

Day 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

A Haiku about a Serious Issue 

 

I can’t draw comics 

If you can, please email 

I am in great need 

 

WACKY PROF QUOTES 
“Let’s smash.” 

-Dr. Green 

Apparently his new catchphrase. 

“I expect all of you to get Rose-Hulman 

banned from Wikipedia.” 

 - Dr. Chang 

The quest has been given, the stage set. 

 

Did your prof say something hilarious or just 

great out of context? We want to here about it! 

Send your quotes with who said it to thorn-

flipside@rose-hulman.edu. 
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ARIES: You’re prone to take 

things personally. My advice, turn 

your kleptomania into a tool for 

justice. Become Robin Hood. 

TAURUS: Take initiative. Don’t 

hang around somebody’s room un-

til they kick you out at bedtime.  

GEMINI: Your father figure will 

become prominent, most likely by 

cutting off your hand and breathing 

creepily. 

CANCER: Adventuring will be 

your friend. If you go alone, take 

your go-to Taser. You’ll see. 

LEO: Superficial conversation is 

out. Start a deep conversation, such 

as pointing out every single plot 

hole in the X-Men franchise. 

VIRGO: Never go out alone. The 

Things’ waiting for the perfect op-

portunity.  Take Cancer with you. 

They’ve got a Taser. 

LIBRA: You hadn’t realized how 

messy your room has become. 

What happened to your roommate? 

When did the sock pile start spit-

ting out bones? Invest in a flame-

thrower. 

SCORPIO: Love is in the air. It’s 

the latest super bug, and it’s rec-

ommended that you telecommute 

to classes. Do not leave your room. 

SAGITARIUS: You’ve tried to do 

too much. Don’t worry, the demon 

you’ve just summoned is more like-

ly to give out brownie points for ex-

tra effort than be annoyed. 

CAPRICORN: You’ll be a big talk-

er this spring. Either find a good 

listener, or talk to your reflection. 

Don’t worry, the reflection will re-

spond. 

AQUARIUS: Slow and steady wins 

the race. If the race is life and the 

end goal is to live the longest. You’ll 

probably outlive Libra. 

PISCES: This spring will be what 

you want it to be. Get good grades, 

make new relationships, drop out 

and become a clown. It’s up to you. 

The HORRORscopes 

Spring has started. Ahh… new life, new love, new adventures. These ‘scopes will lead you to a 

successful spring. In order to get the most accurate results, our specialist has stayed up late, 

mixing a sleep deprived body with the spark of an energy drink and the strong smell of a new 

air freshener. The result has lead to a few hallucinations that are 100% accurate. 

Fact of the Week 

MySpace is the largest platform for personal blog posts, 
followed closely by the personal ad section of  Craig’s List. 

“I put it in my mouth 
and I still don’t know 

what it is.”  

Heard ‘Round Campus 

Poison Control 

“Put something in your 

mouth without knowing 

what it was?” 

 

Call  
1-800-222-1222  

Conveniently Placed Ad 
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