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Three sophomores to compete at
international programming contest this summer
Jason Latimer
copy editor
Last November, the sophomore team of Alex Memering, Anthony Piergiovanni, and Erik Sanders put
their programming skills to
the test and won the MidCentral USA Regional Contest for the International
Collegiate
Programming
Contest, a worldwide competition hosted by the Association for Computing Machinery aimed to discover
and challenge the brightest
young programmers on the
globe. Now they’re headed
to St. Petersburg, Russia,
this summer to contend in
the the world finals and will
not only represent RoseHulman but will also help
represent America as well.
“Through the ACM-ICPC,
we aim to inspire today’s
young adults to raise the
bar of technological advances.
These students
are the leaders of tomorrow’s world and possess the
skills to create technology
that will ensure prosperity
for generations to come,”
Dr. Bill Poucher, ICPC Ex-

”

”

”These students are the
leaders of tomorrow’s
world” - Dr. Bill Poucher
ecutive Director and Baylor University Professor,
said in a press release.
The group of three, led
by Professor and Director of Software Engineering Dr. Shawn Bohner,
earned fourth place out of
143 teams at the regional
competition and have continued to prepare for the international contest since.
“We now have a onecredit-hour class that meets
weekly for three hours. During that time we practice
problems together and are
learning more algorithms
to best prepare for the
world finals,” Piergiovanni
said. “Additionally, the first
weekend of spring break we

went to the University of
Chicago for an invitational
competition. All the teams
from North America going
to the world finals
were there. During the weekend
we had problem
discussion
sessions as well as
two
full-length
competitions.”
At the actual
contest in St. Petersburg,
also
sponsored
by
IBM, the team will
face at least 8 difficult, real-world problems
and will attempt to solve
them within 5 hours, all
on one computer. To solve

”

“It feels great to represent Rose-Hulman.”
- Piergiovanni

“Just going to the
world finals is a major accomplishment” Memering

events

these problems, “teammates collaborate to rank
the difficulty of the problems, deduce the require-

ments, design test beds,
and build software systems
that solve the problems
under the intense scrutiny
of expert judges,” a fact
sheet from the ICPC said.
The ICPC will take place
from June 30 to July 4
and will feature 120 finalists from six continents.
Being invited to attend is
an honor, but winning is
something of a long shot.
“Just going to the world
finals is a major accomplishment,”
Memering
said. “Most of the other
teams have a daily class
dedicated to this competition and have been training all through college, not
to mention that most other

Campus Beautification

The Hope of Embera

Help make our campus more beautiful for the end of spring quarter.

Come to this diversity education presentation to learn more about the Embera.

On-campus, April 27, 8:30 a.m.

M-137, May 2, 4:20 p.m.

Musical: Chicago

Performing Arts: Natan Gunn

Haven’t seen the drama club musical
Chicago yet? You still have the chance!

Come relax yourself
traditional
classical

Hatfield Hall, April 27, 7:30 p.m.

teams are all seniors or
first year grad students.
Piergiovanni agreed that a
victory like the one at regionals is not likely, due to the
extensive training of their
international
opponents.
Although the University of
Michigan at Ann Arbor was
one of the four Gold winners at the 2011 contest, the
other 19 Gold winners from
the past five competitions
have come from Europe or
Asia, according the ICPC.
“Our chances of winning
are pretty low,” he said.
“Historically the teams that

with some
music.

Hatfield Hall, May 2, 7:30 p.m.

win are from Russia, China,
and other Eastern European countries. They spend
the entire summer doing
5 hour long contests every
day so they can win at the
world finals. The top American schools are also sending
first year graduate students
to the competition, and being just sophomores, that
puts us at a disadvantage.”
Despite the odds, the
trio is ready to perform
their best and defend
Rose-Hulman’s
name.
“It feels great to represent
Rose-Hulman,” Piergiovanni said. “We aren’t too nervous. We are preparing and
will give it our best effort.”

sports
BASE vs. Defiance
April 27 - noon
BASE vs Franklin
April 30 - 6:00 p.m.
BASE vs. Washington
May 1 - 6:00 p.m.
MGolf hosts HCAC Tour. Round 3
May 4 - 11:00 a.m.
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WELCOMES NEW

WRITERS EVEN AT THE END OF THE
YEAR !

F OR

MORE INFORMATION ON WRIT -

ING FOR ANY SECTION OF THE PAPER ,
PLEASE EMAIL THORN @ ROSE - HULMAN . EDU .
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We are Rose-Hulman’s independent student
newspaper. We keep the Rose-Hulman community informed by providing an accurate and
dependable source for news and information.
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0LULDP5HPPHUV guest writer

Victims Suffer Hearing Loss in the Wake of Boston
Bombings
Now that the initial shock of the bombings at the Boston
marathon last week has worn off and the most severely injured victims have received treatment, doctors are finding
themselves occupied with cases of hearing loss, a common
effect of having stood near the blasts. Most of the victims
of the Boston bombings sustained ruptured ear drums, the
less harmful of the two types of hearing loss, from the blasts.
These victims are likely to recover most, if not all, of their
hearing within several months at most. The extent of the
damage done to victims’ ears was largely a result of where
they were standing, what direction they were facing, and
what was between them and the blast.
Guantánamo Bay Inmates on Hunger Strike
Of the 166 prisoners housed in Camp Six, the cellblocks
where the most cooperative terrorism suspects are held in
Guantánamo Bay, roughly 93 are participating in a hunger
strike that has lasted for three months. This number has
more than doubled since prison guards raided Camp Six several weeks ago, forbidding prisoners to assemble in common
areas and placing protesting prisoners on lockdown. Some
of the prisoners in Camp Six have been held for as many as
11 years in Guantánamo Bay, with little expectation of either
release or a trial. Inmates had high hopes of a transfer out
of Guantánamo when President Obama promised to close
the facility and move prisoners to facilities inside the United
States at the beginning of his term. Eighty-six inmates are
currently designated for this transfer, but no movement has
occurred. Officials suspect that until there are either more
deaths or the release of a prisoner, the hunger strike will continue to drag on.
Building Collapses in Bangladesh, Kills 194
The death toll in the Bangladeshi building collapse has risen to 194 and is expected to continue climbing. The failure
of the building happened one day after inspectors had examined its foundation and found a structural flaw. The building housed both European and American clothing factories,
which were thriving in Bangladesh’s blossoming but poorly
regulated garment industry. Officials reported that as of early
Thursday morning, at least 1,000 of the 2,500 people working in the building were injured, and many are still stuck beneath the rubble of the collapsed structure. In addition to the
structural deficiency, the four upper stories of the building
were constructed without a permit and without successfully
meeting building codes. This collapse follows in the wake of
a tragic garment factory fire in Bangladesh last November,
which killed 112. Many manufacturers, including Walmart,
have pledged to ensure greater safety for their workers in
overseas factories, but their commitment to this promise has
yet to be seen.

Become a
news writer:
thorn-news@
rose-hulman.
edu!
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New Policy: drop add rules
&ODLUH6WDUN staff writer
For many years, students could only drop
a class by 6th week without a failing grade.
This did not work for many classes that
only had one or two exams. Students had no
idea what their grade was until later in the
course. Students would get a mark of WF
(withdraw fail) if they dropped a class later.
This mark is very detrimental for a student
applying for anything where a transcript
is needed. The faculty voted with a large
majority on March 12 to cause these new
changes. Multiple things motivated these
changes. Admission and standing committee received a large number of requests to
drop after the date that were approved because of circumstances. These requests had
to be done by “ballot vote” by the committee
which included gathering multiple pieces
of information. Students were left in limbo until these decisions were made. 80%
or over of these requests were approved.
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology had
this drop date much earlier than most other
engineering colleges. This change will be
a tremendous help for students. Midterm
grades for most classes are not a good indication as most classes only will have had
one exam and a lab or two. Midterms are
closer to representing a third of a class instead of half of a class. By moving the drop
date to 8th week, students will have a real
idea of what their grades are, allowing them
to make a better decision on whether to
drop or keep a class. A student, of course,
can still drop a class anytime they need
to and, if they are doing poorly after midterms, they should. The change also takes
stress off another major event at Rose-Hul-

man Institute of Technology: midterms after 5th week. Many classes have exams during 6th week as well. This allows students
to make more informed decisions that will
help their academic careers. The change itself was not very controversial. First, the
Admission and Standing committee took
the proposed rule change to the Rules and
Discipline committee, which is in charge of
rule changes. After both groups agreed with
the changes, the Quality of Education Committee and Chair of the Faculty Affairs committee both agreed that the rule changes
would be positives. At the Institute Meeting
in February, the proposal was proposed to
the Institute. After discussion and debate,
the decision was tabled as this change was
considered substantial motion. This allowed for the decision to be approved in
March. Overall, this should help professors
as well with the mark of “Withdraw Satisfactory” (WS) dropped as well. Students
normally do not withdrawal from a class
that they are doing well in, so this allows for
the new mark to be just “withdraw.” Also
the withdraw fail (WF) was removed, since
it was a very damaging symbol that is normally taken the wrong way. These changes
make the drop-add date a much more final date. Students, of course, can petition
to have a class dropped after the date but
the likelihood of it being granted because
of poor performance in a class drops almost
to zero. These changes overall will have a
positive effect on students time here at rose
but it does make a much tighter deadline.
Information for this article was acquired
from Dr. Graves as the Chair of the Admission and Standings Committee.
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2013: an excellent year for Metal
Derek Robinson
entertainment editor
There have been some interesting developments in the
rock/metal industry lately.
Disturbed went on an official
hiatus back in 2011, and Fall
Out Boy just came back from
theirs in February. Fortunately for fans of the genre (but not
so much for our wallets) this
year happens to sport the release of more albums than can
be reviewed on a single page.
On March 26, Atlanta-native
Sevendust released their ninth
studio album, titled “Black Out
the Sun.” For fans of the band,
it’s a long-overdue dose of excellent music. The excellent
songwriting, reminiscent of
“Cold Day Memory,” combines
with a refined instrumental
style that the band has been
developing for fifteen years
now. Sevendust is doing what
they do best, as well as adding
some more touches that add to
the whole experience.
Clint’s vocals play a larger
role in support of Lajon’s and
in a lead role in the single, “Got
a Feeling,” both to stunning
effect. Lajon’s vocals are even
more melodic than before,
and the occasional harmony
with the other band members
is an excellent touch. The in-

strumentals throughout the
album are a blend of heavy,
melodic, and a little electronic
that metalheads won’t be able
to resist. All-in-all, the album
is Sevendust’s best to date,
with a sound somewhere between “Animosity” and “Cold
Day Memory” but refined into
pure, beautiful Metal.
When Disturbed went on hiatus, many fans were stricken
by fear that they’d lost a band
they’d grown to love over a
decade. However, frontman
David Draiman had other
plans and soon began to work
on another project, soon to be
known as Device. Joining forces with former Filter guitarist
Geno Lenardo, Evanescence
drummer Will Hunt, and
Dope guitarist Virus, Draiman
produced an album hoping to
bring an electronic sound to
industrial metal, released on
April 9.
The album’s sound is at once
almost shockingly different
and comfortingly Disturbedesque. The songs beg a second
listen before judgment, and
will quickly grow on fans of
the Disturbed sound. The guitar is heavy and complex, with
undertones of electronica that
reinforce the album’s composition.
Draiman’s vocals are sup-

ported by appearances by
Lzzy Hale of Halestorm, Serj
Tankian of System of a Down,
Glenn Hughes of Deep Purple,
and Matt Shadows of Avenged
Sevenfold. Tom Morello of

Released April 9, “Resilience” demonstrates an overall composition of strength,
aggression, and refusal to back
down from a challenge, and
combines to something met-

Filter is scheduled to release
an album on June 4, and both
Avenged Sevenfold and Trivium have said they will release
albums this year, although the
dates are uncertain.

Album covers for Sevendust’s “Black Out the Sun,” the selftitled “Device,” and Drowning Pool’s “Resilience,” respectively.
en.wikipedia.org
Rage Against the Machine
plays lead guitar on another of
the songs. Each artist’s talents
are put to good use in their respective songs, resulting in an
album that is invigorating, refreshing, and addictive.
Out of Texas, Drowning Pool
greets fans this year with their
fourth vocalist. After Ryan
McCombs left the band to rejoin SOiL, Jasen Moreno was
chosen to sing for the upcoming album. He debuted with
the band in a tribute to the
first vocalist, Dave Williams.

alheads should love. Moreno’s
vocals put out a pitch somewhere between McCombs’ and
Williams’, a sound very conducive to the Drowning Pool
instrumental style. The instrumentals on the album are reminiscent of their previous selftitled album, yet a little more
refined and aggressive.
Each of these albums so far
has been excellent listening
material, and those who know
the bands already will certainly enjoy the work. Yet the year
is not over by a long shot.

“Black Out the Sun”
Rating: 5/5 elephants

“Device”
Rating: 4.5/5 elephants

“Resilience”
Rating: 4/5 elephants

“Warframe”
&DVH\/DQJGDOH staff writer
Is there any chance that you are looking
for an extremely fun, free game to play? Well
then Warframe would almost certainly be a
game that you have to try. This game is an
amazingly fun and surprisingly addicting
over-the-shoulder shooter. The game focuses primarily on action and a handful of cool
cut scenes.
The real fun of Warframe however is that
no matter how long I play for I feel like a
ninja. Every level of the game I have encountered so far starts with infiltrating a space
craft to perform a mission, like blowing up a
reactor or rescuing a prisoner. The key word
here is infiltrate. You start off every level undetected and can sneak up behind and stab
enemies in the back or slice them in half.
Of course, eventually all good things come
to an end, and you are bound to be detected
by one of the soldiers sooner or later. At this
point the game simply turns into an exercise
of shooting anyone that is trying to keep you
from completing your mission or leaving the
ship.
The individual missions and maps do not
seem to be all that important. After failing
the first mission four times because I refused
to use any weapon other than my sword, I
got the distinct impression that the “maps”
are a randomized series of rooms, rearranged for each attempt at a mission. These
same rooms are repeated in later missions
and are clearly not unique at all.
Character growth and development is surprisingly simple. The character himself gains
experience for each enemy killed and gains
better shields and health. The weapons also
level up based on which weapon gets the kill,
and as they level they begin to do more damage and gain access to better mods.

Mods require certain character or item
levels to be used. These mods seem to be
the main goal in leveling a character, as they
provide more options of how to fight such as
holograms, camouflage, and teleportation,
among other skills which I have yet to see.
Mods are dropped randomly by the enemies
killed rather than come across in any given
level.
The only bad thing I have to say about
this game is that it seems certain weapons
and even characters must be purchased with

”

“Amazingly fun
and surprisingly
addicting”
platinum to unlock. As far as I can tell so far
the only way to get platinum is to buy it with
real money. Normally I would not consider
this an issue in a free to play game, however
the majority of items I have seen so far can
only be purchased by using platinum.
Regardless, I would consider this game
worth playing, since the only thing it will
cost you is a slight portion of your bandwidth, and less than an hour of your time to
download it.
Rating: 3/5 elephants
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St. Louis food traditions

'DQ(JDQ staff writer

A trip down to St. Louis doesn’t have to be just focused on Six Flags
or the city museum. St. Louis has several food styles exclusive to the
city. One of the most popular of these within the city is toasted ravioli,
a breaded and dried ravioli, much like a mozzarella stick. St. Louis also
harbors its own distincitve style of pizza: a thin crust pizza topped with
a unique type of cheese called Provel, which is characterized by its gooeyness at room temperature. If you are looking for something sweet, try
the frozen custard shop Ted Drewes, whose quality treats have attracted
Food Network show hosts Bobby Flay, Alton Brown and Adam Richman.
However, if you are looking to bring a little St. Louis style to campus,
bake a gooey butter cake, whose popularity has begun to spread outside
St. Louis itself.
Gooey Butter Cake: A St. Louis tradition

Step One:
Mix the following ingredients and spread in a 9” x 13” greased cake
pan:
1 box yellow cake mix
2 eggs
1 stick of butter (softened)
Step Two:
Mix the following ingredients and pour over the cake mixture:
2 eggs
1 package cream cheese (8 oz)
1 box powdered sugar (keep some of the powdered sugar to the side to
sprinkle on the top of the cake)
Bake cake at 350 degrees for 40-50 minutes or until it is turning golden and is firm (when you move the pan, the cake may jiggle a little, but
should not be too jiggly)

For the weekend warriors
%HWKDQ\0DUWLQ living editor
With the end of the year creeping around the
corner, you might have run out of fun things to
do on the weekend. You can only go to Taco Bell
so many times. With the lack of activities that
are available in Terre Haute, you have to be creative in planning your time in between studying

and homework. A very effective diversion from
your studies would be going to Turkey Run State
Park and hiking around the trails.
Turkey Run is only an hour away, but it supplies fresh air and a beautiful view of Indiana
you probably do not get around here. Not only
does it not smell like Terre Haute, but it gives
you a glimpse of nature unavailable in the im-

mediately surrounding area. Turkey Run is also
the perfect place to go camping, if you are so inclined. However, you probably should not make
the trek out there in the very near future as the
rain has caused some serious flooding around
some of the hiking trails. When the park is not
flooded, the trails are beautiful and offer an often unseen look into the jewel of Indiana.

Asexuality Unrecognized
5RVH5HDWKHUIRUGstaff
writer
Gay rights are becoming
a bigger and bigger issue in
politics. With the Supreme
Court looking to rule on
two cases involving marriage equality this year, the
issue has stepped up in the
minds of many Americans.
However, a rather unknown
group of people isn’t asking
for rights, just recognition.
These people call themselves asexuals. Asexuals
are people who have no sexual attraction, sometimes
referred to as “pants feelings,” to anyone. There is
nothing wrong with someone who is asexual. It is not
that they are broken, have
hormone deficiencies, or
just “can’t get laid.” They
simply do not have sexual
feelings at all, and all they
want is for people to understand that there is nothing
wrong with that.
Most people who are
asexual will believe that they
are broken or do not function correctly. They recognize that the people around
them are having feelings
they do not. Some will think
they are just late bloomers or shy. Most people will

develop their asexuality
around the same time their
peers are developing their
sexualities. Some asexual
people may even develop
crushes that are romantic
and not sexual, which can
be even more confusing for
them. That does not mean
they will recognize they are

tive way that they are not
like everyone else. It isn’t
until these people find out
about asexuality that they
can fully articulate their
feelings and come to understand it is normal and does
not mean they are worse
for what they feel. Finding out you are asexual or

any age. Due to the Internet
and increasing exposure for
asexuality, younger people
along with older people are
figuring it out together.
However, this does
not mean everyone is accepting of people who are
asexual. People who are
asexual face a lot of peo-

haven’t been raped hard
enough or often enough”
or “I’m going to kill you.”
These are all real comments
that she addresses in her
“Asexual Bingo” video located on her YouTube account. The asexual community is not asking for
more legislation or laws
than what is already in
place. They just want
acceptance for who
they are. SwankiVY is
just speaking out to inform people of what an
asexual is.
So what do
you do if someone
around you is asexual? Well, nothing.
People who are asexual just do not have
sexual feelings. There
is nothing wrong,
broken, or otherwise
with them. They just
are what they are. If
someone comes out
as asexual to you, do
not tell them to “get
laid,” “get their hormones checked,” that
“you’ll feel different
A group of people gather for a picture in Chicago to show thier support to those who feel lost. when you meet the
windycitymediagroup.com right person,” or that
“you don’t know if
asexual, and may even feel
what asexuality is and that
ple unwilling to underyou like sex if you haven’t
upset or different in a negait fits them can happen at
stand them and even those
tried it.” They also are not
who are verbally abusive
just getting over a bad
towards asexual individurelationship, have underals. SwankiVY of www.
gone some sort of sexual
swankyivy.com is an outabuse, or just cannot find
spoken member of the asexa partner. That does not
ual community. (WARNmean that asexuals canING: The contents of this
not have those things.
blog can be disturbing to
Those
things
won’t
some individuals) It isn’t
make their sexual feeluncommon for her to get
ings change, just as they
comments, such as “Asexwould not make your sexuals are just people who
ual feelings change.
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Optimism is a lifestyle

(WKDQ+L[RQ opinions editor
So many times I have been
approached and been told
how my smile and the slight
skip in my step has made
people feel better. Their
most common question is
how I manage to be so happy, even if my day may not
be good.
I remember failing a test
while still managing to keep
a smile on my face. People
expected me to be angry,
speak ill of the problems
not covering the material we
studied, or say some other
heated comment. However,
I took the grade with a grain
of salt and moved on.
Why? Think of how many
times you have said or heard
a negative comment. These
comments do not come with
happy thoughts or feelings
for the speaker. Every time
I say something negative, I
feel worse than I did orignal-

ly. My cure is to turn a potentially negative comment
into a positive outlook.
Complaining about a failing grade will not fix the
grade. The only repair
that can occur will happen through hard work
and dedication, along with
a few long nights of studying. If you get frustrated,
your drive to strive is lessened. Make improving your
grades, sharpening your
skills on the field, or excelling in whatever may come
at you in life your goal.
Sure, that poor grade affected my performance in
the class, but I turned my
work ethics around to manage a high B. I knew that by
remaining positive, believing that whatever bad situation may exist for me at the
moment, my circumstances
would eventually change.
This is a lifestyle choice
that is hard for many to

adopt, much less understand. Optimism requires a
steadfast determination towards life in general.
Life is hard. Your boss fires
you. Your car breaks down.
Homework is due at midnight, but you haven’t had a
chance to start yet. These are
all situations that are stressful, not to mention good

ones to start with a negative
statement. That is not how
to look on situations in life.
Instead, use optimism.
Trust in your abilities to survive the situation coming
out the better even though
things may look bleak at
the moment. “A pessimistic makes difficulties out
of opportunities, while an
optimist makes opportunities out of
difficulties.” Treat
the loss of job as a
chance to find one
better suited towards your talents.
Visualize your broken down vehicle as
a chance to pull out
that old bicycle you
have been meaning to ride. Take
the homework as a
chance to hone your
skills,
perfecting
your abilities and
www.marquette.edu
knowledge in a cer-

tain field of study.
This may sound ridiculous,
but optimism works. You
start making new goals in
life that you never had before. You begin to see the
good in people and situations first, before noticing
the negative. If all you look
for is the bad, that is all you
will find. If you look for the
good, the world will open up
at your feet.
Sure, your budget may be
tight from losing your job.
Riding that bike will make
you sweat. You may miss out
on sleep a few nights to cram
that homework in. However,
I would take this any day
over not being happy and
enjoying my life to the fullest. What’s the point of living if you have nothing good
to look forward to?
Take a chance and smile.
Look for the good in the moment. You may gain a new
outlook on life.

The other side of the desk
sors”, my dad said vehemently. We then went
through every little pocket of the little piece of
luggage that he was carrying, and still we could

”

When it cames to the x-ray
machine, the authorities
would just not let us go

6XGLSD.LUWOH\ faculty writer
During this spring break I was traveling to India
with my brother and my 95-year-old father. The
plane trip from Chicago to New Delhi was long
DQG DUGXRXV 0\ IDWKHU ZDV FRQ¿QHG WR D ZKHHO
FKDLU ZKLFK PDGH HYHU\WKLQJ H[WUD GLI¿FXOW IRU
all of us. Getting through the TSA security checkpoint in Chicago was a long drawn-out ordeal. We
were treated to a senior security person training
D\RXQJHUJX\RQKRZWRVSRWWHOOWDOH³UHGÀDJV´
and wouldn’t you know it, my wheelchair-bound
\HDUROG IDWKHU VHHPHG WR ¿W WKH ELOO +H ZDV
lifted up from his seat numerous times, and swabs
were used to wipe the inside of his jacket, under
his wheelchair, on top of his seat, inside of his carry-on luggage, and so on. Perhaps there is a topVHFUHW µVHFXULW\ DOHUW¶ WKDW VSHFL¿HV WKDW ROG PHQ
who cannot walk are especially dangerous.
When we reached Delhi, security was stepped
up even more. I lost count of all the check points
we had to cross and all the stamp impressions
we needed to have on our carry-on luggage tags.
When it came to the x-ray machine, the authorities just would not let us go. They claimed that
there was a pair of scissors in our hand luggage
that we had not revealed. “No, there are no scis-

QRW ¿QG WKLV GDQJHURXV ZHDSRQ $IWHU ZH JDYH
up, two airport authorities did a second round of
searching. Sure enough, there was a tiny pair of
scissors that emerged from one of the tiny, tight
folds of the bag. My brother later remarked that
they were so small that they were suitable only for
‘trimming a squirrel’s toenails’.
My brother then told me that the last time he
was traveling with our dad, he had kept a tiny pair
of nail scissors in his hand luggage. (Neither of
us knew that our dad has this fetish for miniature but obviously deadly objects). Just as in the
present case, it had gone unnoticed by the TSA at
O’Hare airport. However, in Delhi, sure enough it
ZDVLGHQWL¿HGDQGH[WUDFWHGE\RQHRIWKHVHFXULW\

”

He was lifted numerous
times and swabs were used to
wipe the inside of his jacket
personnel.
To my amazement, while we were gathering our

stuff from the table at the x-ray station, a young
couple also had a similar problem. After repeated
searching in their carry-ons, the security person
produced a razor blade that was kept in one of the
ÀDSVRIDELOOIROG
We all get frustrated when we need to line up
at the airport security ports and have to take off
our jackets, belts, and shoes, take out our laptops,
get scanned, etc. etc. There are obvious good reasons why these rules are in place. However, occurrences such as those mentioned above make
you wonder how thorough some security systems
really are. Then there are all the blatant discrepancies that you notice. For instance, if we are not
to be allowed to carry knives and such with us on

”

There is nothing quite
like getting together with
a group of your closest
friends

the plane, then why are we allowed to use metal
dinner knives during many international meals?
Why also are we allowed to carry duty-free alcohol
ERWWOHVRQERDUG"$OFRKROLVÀDPPDEOHDQGEURken glass bottles can be very sharp. One could argue that most of the known dangers are thwarted
with the present rules. But then who knows what
the next devious plot would involve. I wish there
was a simple straightforward answer to all these
TXHVWLRQV DQG VRPH VSHFL¿F JXLGHOLQHV FRXOG EH
LGHQWL¿HGWKDWZRXOGVWRSDOOSRVVLEOHDYHQXHVRID
disaster. I guess for now, I should be content with
that I was allowed to bring one duty-free bottle of
perfume on board without raising too many concerns.

Thorn Meetings
Spring Quarter
You don’t know it yet, but you want to crack jokes. You want to
draw comics. You want to know all of the latest events. You want to Free pizza
stand up for something. You want to give advice. You want to write. Wednesdays @ 5:15PM
Olin 257
Also, you want free pizza.
Free pizza

Why join the Rose Thorn?
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ROSE SHINES IN TWILIGHT MEET
(ULF$EHJJOHQstaff writer
It was an exciting night for the
Rose-Hulman Track and Field
team Friday night at Cook Stadium. In the annual Fightin’ Engineer Twilight Track and Field
Invitational, seven first-place
finishes were recorded and two
school records were broken. The
Rose-Hulman men came out on
top to win the overall team scoring in the 11-team meet, while
the women’s team finished fifth

Hannan, all of whom captured
individual first-place honors.
Cahill was first in the hammer
throw with a toss of 181’ 11”,
while Daw secured first in the
javelin with a throw of 158’ 7”.
Stallings finished first in the
400-meter hurdles in 54.55
seconds and Hannan won the
400-meter dash in a time of
50.37 seconds.
The men’s 4-x-400 meter relay team, consisting of freshman
Tyler Duffy, Stallings, sopho-

Two school records were broken at the annual Twilight Meet
last Friday evening.
Rose-Hulman Athletics
overall.
Helping to lead the team were
seniors Trey Cahill, Andrew
Daw, Travis Stallings, and Tyler

more Jake Kelley, and Hannan
added another first-place victory
in the final race of the night with
a season best time of 3:20.49.

Stallings was also a part of the
4-x-100 meter relay team that
finished in second-place. For
his efforts, Stallings was named
HCAC Track Athlete of the
Week for the second time this
season.
On the women’s side, junior
Ryann-Rebecca Montgomery
set a new school record in the
3000-meter run with a winning
time of 10:36.80. Capturing first
in the women’s high jump was
senior Liz Evans with a jump of
5’7”.
The second school record of
the night was set by the women’s
4-x-400 meter relay team. Senior Gloria Boxell, junior Erin
Cox, senior Creasy Clauser and
freshman Addie Johnson were
all a part of the record setting relay squad.
There were plenty of secondplace finishes as well, including
five from the men’s team. Senior
Jeremiah Edwards led the effort
finishing both the 100-meter
dash (11.08) and the 200-meter dash (22.31) in second place.
In the pole vault, senior Collin
Crowson was first runner-up
with a leap of 15’ 1”. Senior Michael Dickerson completed the
400-meter hurdles in a time of
57.79 seconds, just 3.24 seconds
behind fellow Fightin’ Engineer
Stallings. Junior Peter Lokken

The Fightin’ Engineers travel to Manchester University to compete in the HCAC Conference Championships beginning Friday
afternoon with action taking place on Saturday as well.
Rose-Hulman Athletics
added another second-place fin- while Dickerson was third in
ish in the 3000-meter steeple- the 110-hurdles in 15.31. In the
chase in 10:55.44.
women’s javelin throw, Combs
Both the men’s and women’s threw 92’ 4” for third place.
4-x-100 meter relay teams came
The Fightin’ Engineers return
home in second. The men ran a to action at the Heartland Colletime of 43.47 seconds, while the giate Athletic Conference Chamwomen finished in 51.59 sec- pionships hosted by Manchester
onds.
University this weekend. The
Efforts from Senior Greg Lar- two day event begins Friday at 3
more, sophomore Stuart West, p.m. and continues Saturday at
and Freshman Lucinda Combs 10 a.m.
helped them snag third-place
The Rose-Hulman men’s
finishes. Larmore pitched 170’ track and field team has won five
11” in the hammer throw and consecutive outdoor team cham149’ 8” in the javelin. West came pionships, while the women’s
home in third in the 1,500-me- squad looks to improve upon a
ter run in a time of 4:08.91, fourth-place finish in 2012.

Men’s tennis
closes in on
tournament bid
0DWW'LHUNVPHLHUsports editor
The Rose-Hulman men’s
tennis teams finished the
weekend with two big
g wins
over HCAC opponents
nts Anderson University and
d Bluffton
University.
Transylvania
ansylvania
though earned a narrow
rrow victory over the Engineers
ers in Sunday’s action.
The Fightin’ Engineers
opened up their weekend at
Anderson on Saturday
day
afternoon. Capturing
ring
g
four of the six
singles matches
along with two of the
three doubles matches,
Rose-Hulman would
d take the
win to earn their sixth
xth victory
in the last seven matches.
tches.
On Sunday, the Engineers
returned to play at home versus Transylvania. Senior
enior Devon Fritz would capture
ure a win at
No. 2 singles, whilee freshman
Erin Miller prevailed
ed at No. 6
singles. The duo of senior Ben
Paras and Fritz at No. 1 doubles and the combination
bination of
junior Nate Moore and freshman Matthew Conrad at No. 2
doubles were both victorious.
Transylvania though would
capture the remaining match-

es to take a 5 – 4 victory.
After a short break, RoseHulman took to the stage again
to battle Bluffton University.
The Engineers
g
dominated the
match, winning
at each position
to capture a
9 – 0 match
victory.

Rose-Hulman
now stand 8 – 7
overall and are
4 – 3 in HCAC play.
playy.
With a win over
either Manchester
or Mount St. Joseph
h
this weekend,
Rose-Hulman can
clinch a bid for
this year’s HCAC
tournament in
Indianapolis on
May 4-5.
The Engineers’ last regular
season match will take place
Tuesday as they play at Vincennes University.
Rose-Hulman Athletics
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Flipside Seeks Parental Input
________
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“Now the people at
weight watchers are much
happier with the watermelon over the pizza because the watermelon is a
much better mathematical model.”
— Dr. Mech
Yes... the melons are
quite nice on those “mathematical” models
“Screw chairs! I don’t
care about them anyway.”

Courtesy of marriedtothesea.com

— Dr. Rader
Yeah... we should just
have beds in class! It’ll
promote even more productivity

Top “10” Ten
Rose-Hulman Parents
6. Doesn’t understand your
homework
7. Wears the “Rose-Hulman
Mom” pin every day
8. “Who’s this Rose-Hulman
lady?... Is Rose short for Roselyn?”
9. “PICTURE TIME!!!!”
10. Calls you during your first
hour class to wake you up

1. Calls the Student Affairs office
every day
2. Drops you off for freshman
move-in day... never returns
3. Only comes to your graduation
4. Visits every weekend
5. Helps you out with your ever
exhausting homework

“It [column chromatography] feels kind of angsty... it’s exciting! I like
it!”
— Dr. Morris
I guess column chromatography turns the
hearts of grown men into
teenage girls
Rose professors say
crazy things. E-mail
them to the Flipside
at thorn-flipside@
rose-hulman.edu

What Your Parents Actually Do at Home While
You’re at Rose Hulman
Students you will probably ignore this article... since you pretty much ignore everything we tell you anyway!
0DPPD0DJLQRW*XHVW&ROXPQLVW

First of all I would like to share my credentials, I am the mother of a current Rose-Hulman student, that would be your illustrious
Flipside editor and also the mother of a real graduate of this fine institution, who has a job that is not your local Mickey D’s! My journalistic credentials are also legit; I graduated many years ago from that other Indiana institution of higher learning that is finally making a comeback in the area of our official Indiana pastime. The Ernie Pyle School of Journalism is nationally recognized for producing
stellar reporters, writers and probably quite a few bloggers. I never did go in that building, but I walked by it on many occasion!
I am sure you have heard of parents being categorized as either having “helicopter or satellite” personalities when dealing with their
little bundles of joy being away from home. I wish I had a helicopter; that would make it much easier dealing with move in day. The
scenario would proceed somewhat like this: “Honey, do you have your parachute? Okay then on the count of three jump! Call me anytime you need anything. 1, 2, 3. Byyyyeeeee!”
A week later I get a phone call. “Oh hi honey, what was that? You need what? Mone….? I can’t understand you. Bad reception. Talk
to you later, your Dad and I are taking an extended vacation, not sure when we’ll be home.”
Of course, to keep up those payments to Rose, I have had to take an extra job. Do not ask me why we now have a pole in the middle
of the living room, but practice makes perfect!
Now that we have all this extra room in the house, and it is so much lonelier without our sweet little bumpkins, we can host all those
international exchange students. Those Brazilian boys are so adorable, not to mention those romantic Italian and French boys. Who
knew they had exchange programs for body builders, masseurs and personal trainers?
When we ask if you will be home for___________(insert holiday or break), it usually is because we know we will have to stock up
on laundry detergent, deodorant, quarters (for those washing machines at Rose that never get used!), food and blackout curtains. Of
course, we know we won’t see you because you will be sleeping. I guess a week’s worth of sleeping 20 hours a day makes up for the 2
hours a night you get at school. Oh, and don’t expect your room to be vacuumed and sheets changed every week!
During those weekly or so phone calls, we judiciously beat around the bush to find out about any potential issues with party activities; this is usually when the call gets dropped. I always feel sorry for kids when they get the “stomach flu,” especially when they are
afflicted with it on their birthday or over the weekend. We mostly need to know this so we can hide our stash when our little angels
return to the nest.
Now you have a teensy bit of input into the wondrous and mysterious lives of your parents. Call home frequently. There has got to be
somewhere on campus where you can find some signal!!! Who pays for that bill anyway? Well, you can always fax us or send a letter.
Boo! I am the Flipside Disclaimer. I disclaim that all of this content is just for kicks and giggles! I am the author, Daniel Maginot. Fun Dan Fact: I have never had a class in that “Logan” something or other building... I walk past it, but I don’t really know what it’s there for or what
they would teach in there. Anyway, we had a guest which happens to be my dear mother, Laura. She can be seen around campus once a year or so... or at a freshman move-in day for about ten minutes before she hurried home to make it to her important book club meeting. Whatever.

