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Opinions 6 Issue 18 

Lauren Santichen �‡���)�O�L�S�V�L�G�H���H�G�L�W�R�U 

Think of a life with no end: a life that 
continues on from one age to the next, from 
the beginning of one century to the next. 
Now imagine that life extending to the next 
century and the next, and the next, on into 
infinity. A life where people are 
born, grow into adulthood, but 
then never dies.  

In it, they see the beginning 
of one century, the beginning 
of the age of computers and 
modern technology, and are 
present for every new advancement to come 
�± a cure for every disease, true artificial in-
telligence, the point at which all cultures and 
human races merge into one and world-wide 
peace is obtained.  

This seems fictional, but there are those 
who are working toward that goal, a single 
life on Earth stretching into eternity.  

Intellects like Terry Grossman, a life -
extension expert, and Ray Kurzweil, who 
spoke at Rose on Wednesday, believe there 
are ways to prolong life until technologies, 
currently under development are able to 
grant an unending lifetime.  

The human race is enamored with this 
idea, as seen by the use of plastic surgery, 
experimental procedures, and even the tech-
nology in science fiction movies. However, 
simply hearing about this makes me pause 
and ask one question: why? 

Why would one want to live forever, espe-
cially in a world like ours? We live in a world 
full of crime and war, of disease and life-

threatening illnesses with no cures �± where 
one man is placed above another in status 
simply by the number on his paycheck. 
Where is the sense in living eternally in this? 

I am  neither pessimistic, depressed, or 
suicidal. I find many things to enjoy in this 
world. I adore kittens and drawing in my free 

time. I like 
Ital ian food 
and ice cream. 
I dream of be-
coming an au-
thor and plan 
on going sky-

diving at least once in my life. I love this 
world very much, but that does not mean I 
want to live in it forever. Where is the point?  

As people grow out of childhood, their 
value to the general populace increases. Chil-
dren cannot give back to the community that 
raises them, but adults can. They help teach 
the next generation, help protect and provide 
for the generation that went before them. 
These adults are necessary to keep the com-
munity moving forward.  

However, when they cross the line from 
adult to elder, they are no longer helping the 
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���� �Q�R�W�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �W�K�H�\�� �G�R�Q�¶�W�� �Z�D�Q�W�� �W�R����

but because they are physically unable. They 
become more dependent and less adven-
turous than the younger generation. At this 
point, they are no longer useful to the com-
munity at large.  

As much as I dislike the way that sounds, 
it is true. Even the elderly feel this way at 
some point. They reach a point where they 
break from a single fall, have dozens of daily 
medications, cannot hear their own grand-
children speaking right next to them �± they 
�J�H�W���W�R�� �W�K�H�� �S�R�L�Q�W�� �Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H�\�� �M�X�V�W���G�R�Q�¶�W�� �Z�D�Q�W���W�R��
keep going. 

So what is the point of prolonging this? 
What is the point of living forever? It is not 
the way nature intended. Life is born, grows 
up, grows old, and returns to the dust from 
which it was made.  

It is the cycle that supports not only hu-
mans, but all life on earth. Soil grows grass 
to feed the herbivores, which feeds the carni-
vores and omnivores, which then die and de-
cay to become soil. To grant one species an 
escape from this would be to throw the entire 
world out of balance.  

What is man to break that 
cycle? What is man to defy 
the very laws of nature for 
something as selfish as 
waking up day after day, 
year after year, millennia 
after millennia? What is 
man to reach for eternity 

when he will be unable to contribute after 
80, 90, 100 years?  

What is man to pursue immortality like it 
is a right he is owed? 

�  ́

�  ́

Mark Rodgers �‡���2�S�L�Q�L�R�Q�V���H�G�L�W�R�U  

As human beings, we need 
food and water to survive, and as 
engineers, we need caffeine and 
junk food to survive. The ques-
tion is, how do we get those es-
sential items here at Rose? 

For anyone who lives on 
campus, like myself, the answer 

is most commonly a meal plan, 
chosen when we also choose 
housing for the next school year.  
Honestly, I wish I could opt out 
entirely.  

For an on-campus stu-
dent, there are six potential 
options to choose from: 18 
meal, 12 meal, 8 Plus, 
110/100, 65/75, and the 80 
meal plans. The last two are 
only available to apartment -
style residents.   

Each plan works about the 
same: meals can be spent at the 
Aramark (ARA) cafeteria for 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner. 
Other options available include 
�6�X�E�Z�D�\���� �1�R�E�O�H�� �5�R�P�D�Q�¶�V���-�X�P�S��
�$�V�L�D�Q�����D�Q�G���/�R�J�D�Q�¶�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���G�H�V�L�J��

nated meal exchange hours.  
The value of a meal actually var-
ies depending on where you 
spend it.  On the 18 meal plan, a 
meal swipe at the ARA is worth 
approximately $10, based on 
how many meals you are given 
and how much you paid for the 
plan. However, meals at Subway 
are worth $5.70; and are worth 

�������������D�W���1�R�E�O�H���-�X�P�S������ �/�R�J�D�Q�¶�V��
is also open to exchanges to the 
tune of $5.70 per meal used, but 
it only applies to beverages, not 
any snacks. 

The C3 convenience 
store does not have any 
meal exchange options. 
They will only accept Declin-
ing Balance (DB) or real 
money, and they only accept 
a certain portion of the be-
ginning DB in some meal 
plans.  This, as it happens, 
becomes very inconvenient 
for students.   

I live in the Apartments and 
have the 65/75 meal plan, the 
cheapest option, because each 
week my roommates and I go to 

the store for groceries and cook 
our dinners during the week.  
�%�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�L�V���� �Z�H���G�R�Q�¶�W���V�S�H�Q�G��
our meals very often, which 
leads to a problem when the 
quarter is almost over. 

At the end of the last quar-
ter, we found that each of us had 
unused meals, about 40 meals 
each.  We had to decide how to 

best use these 
meals to get the 
most value out of 
our plans, but 
our options were 
extraordinarily 
limited.  We 
could either buy 

a large amount of pizzas at No-
ble/Jump, which we would nev-
er eat in time, or go to Subway. 
We chose the latter, and the 
were ridiculous to say the least. 

Between the four of us, we 
bought 350 bags of chips, seven 
bags of Subway cookie dough, 
and with some leftover DB we 
also bought a few boxes of pizza 
rolls at the C Store.  

  This massive purchase 
totaled over $500, one-sixth of 
our combined meal plan costs.  
�7�K�D�W���Z�D�V�Q�¶�W���H�Y�H�Q���D�O�O���R�I���R�X�U���P�H�D�O�V��
either. We still had about 40 
meals left because the kind 
woman working the register 
�Z�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W�� �O�H�W�� �X�V�� �E�X�\�� �D�Q�\�P�R�U�H��
chips. 

This is just absurd. There 
should be some other way that 
we can use our meals so we 
�G�R�Q�¶�W�� �H�Q�G���X�S�� �Z�D�V�W�L�Q�J�� �R�X�U�� �P�R�Q��
ey.  At the very least we should 
be able to have a meal exchange 
period at the C Store, which has 
more to offer than just chips and 
cookie dough.  It would certainly 
�P�D�N�H�� �L�W�� �P�R�U�H�� �³�F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�W� �́� �I�R�U��
everyone on campus, even if it 
�L�V�Q�¶�W���R�S�H�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���Z�H�H�N�H�Q�G�V�� 

Last quarter my room spent 
an average of $25 per person per 

week (not eating ramen noodles 
every night either). That's dirt 
cheap for a week of dinners, and 
if we had to also buy other things 
to cover more weekly meals like 
�E�U�H�D�N�I�D�V�W���D�Q�G���O�X�Q�F�K�����L�W���Z�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W��
drive up the cost much more. 
We should be able to choose to 
completely opt out of the meal 
plan and provide our own food, 
while having the convenience of 
living on campus. We already 
pay enough to go here, why 
make us waste our money?  

Over 350 bags of chips, which were bought at one time from Subway. 

Photo courtesy of Taylor Marconi 

�  ́



 

 

Sports Issue 18 7 

Kevin Trizna • staff writer 

There is a first time for everything, and all Rose-Hulman students are wit-

nesses to the first ever swimming and diving conference championship season 

at Rose-Hulman. On February 12, 13, and 14 the male and female swim teams 

travelled to Pleasant Prairie Wisconsin and dominated. 

The men’s team put up a massive 942 point total across the three-day 

event. This was 150 more points than the next-best finisher. This effort came 

from a number of swimmers, but junior Orion Martin stands out. In a perfor-

mance that earned him the College Conference of Illinois and Wisconsin 

(CCIW) Swimmer of the Meet, Martin won the 100 meter butterfly and the 100 

meter free style. These performances broke both school records. The 800 me-

ter freestyle team broke the school record as well as the conference record with 

a time of 6:51.35.  

Despite finishing fifth overall, the women’s team shattered some records 

of their own. Sophomore Ellie Hong set two records in her runner-up perfor-

mances in the 100 meter backstroke and the 200 meter backstroke. The relay 

team of Hong, Savannah Rice, Celeste Kline, and Ashley Schumacher set four 

records during the championship events the 200 meter freestyle, 200 meter 

medley, 400 meter freestyle, and 400 meter medley relays, respectively. 

 In total, 14 school records and three CCIW records fell during the 

championships. 

Kevin Trizna • staff writer 

After dropping the season 0pener Rose tennis 

swept Webster 9-0 on Saturday, February 14th. The 

first doubles team, Brandon Benedict and Georges Ad-

am, swept their match 8-0, along with the second dou-

bles team of Matt Conrad and Cam Metzger. The third 

doubles team of Joe Kendall and Erin Miller pulled out 

a dominating performance of their own and won 8-1. 

The singles matches yielded very similar re-

sults. Benedict took first singles 6-1,6-2 and was 

followed up by 6-0,6-0 victories in the second, 

third, and fourth singles matches by Georges Ad-

am, Cam Metzger, and Matt Conrad. Tyler Haas 

won fifth singles with a 6-4,6-2 victory and 

Freshman Derek Benedict closed the match with 

a 6-1,6-0 victory in sixth singles. The Rose ten-

nis team stands at 1-1 on the year. 

Kevin Trizna • staff writer 

After a monumental win against the Hanover Panthers 

that snapped a 16 game losing streak to the school, Rose 

dropped its game on Saturday, February 14 to Bluffton 59-49.  

Despite solid a performance from sophomore Abbie Mar-

shall, who came off the bench to put up 14 points and four 

rebounds, a less-than-average 65% free throw shooting record 

proved to be fatal to the Lady Engineers. Rose shot 15-23 from 

the line while the Beavers connected on 88% (23-26) of their 

free throws.  

The team started out well and took the lead halfway 

through the first half of play, but Bluffton notched an 18-8 run 

in the last nine minutes of the half to enter the break with a 26-

21 lead.  

The Engineers kept on fighting but couldn’t quite get clos-

er to Bluffton than a three point deficit, despite winning on the 

rebounds 35-29 and points in the paint 22-16. Sophomore 

Jamie Loving and senior Gracie Gibbs led the team and ac-

counted for 15 of Rose’s rebounds (eight and seven respective-

ly), which comes as no surprise. Gibbs, who enters her final 

year on the team, leads the team with 6.8 rebounds per game. 

The Lady Engineers finished their season at the 

Heartland Collegiate Athletic Conference (HCAC) with 

a win against Franklin University and loss in the finals 

against Hanover.  

This team earned the second postseason tourna-

ment win in the program history. 

Kevin Trizna • staff writer 

A disastrous six point effort in no more than 

eight seconds from Bluffton derailed the Engi-

neers’ lead late in 

the second half 

and Rose fell to 

Bluffton at home 

on Saturday, 62-

59. Scoring re-

mained somewhat 

balanced between 

the Engineers as 

usual, with juniors 

Jimmy Miller and Tyler Duffy putting up 16 and 

15 points each. Sophomore Collin Wojcik came 

off the bench to put up ten points of his own. 

The game was neck-and-neck throughout the 

entire 40 minutes. The first half for Bluffton was 

the Thayne Recker show, who ended with 21 

points, 15 rebounds, and four assists. Recker, 

who stands at six foot four and is built more like a 

linebacker than a forward, muscled his way 

through the Rose defense in the first 20 minutes 

and scored 11 points and had seven rebounds.  

In the second half, Rose fought back and took 

the lead behind Wojcik’s nine second-half points 

and Matt Loesing’s five rebounds. The Engineers 

entered the final two 

minutes with a three 

point lead. However, 

Andrew Finley of 

Bluffton drained a 

three to tie things up 

and stole the ensuing 

inbound pass, which 

he immediately put up 

for another three.  

This six point turnaround put Bluffton 

up by three and erased any and all Rose-

Hulman momentum. Rose had a chance 

with 20 seconds left to get a game-winning 

shot in, but a premature layup from Corey 

Povaleri bounced right and Bluffton took 

home the victory. 

The Fightin’ Engineers finished off their sea-

son with a loss against Hanover in the opening 

game of the Heartland Collegiate Athletic Confer-

ence (HCAC) tournament.  

Beat hanover foot 

” 

Kevin Trizna • staff writer 

On Saturday, Rose’s men’s team took a first-

place finish at the DePauw Invitational to secure 

a 37-2 

dual meet 

record on 

the sea-

son. The 

v i c t o r y 

was large-

ly supple-

mented by 

a crushing 

pole vault 

team that 

took home 

first (Josh 

Blome, 14’ 

5 ¼”), 

and four 

of the top 

six places. 

Other first 

place fin-

ishes on 

the men’s side included senior Zac Erba in the 

field throw with a 50’ 7 ¾” toss, Brendon Mattiuz 

in the 600 meter (1:25.49) and a 1000 meter run 

victory from Matt Hill (2:39.48). Despite finish-

ing second in the shot put, sophomore Charles 

Spaeth threw the second-furthest shot in Rose 

history with a 52’ 2” throw. 

The women’s 

team finished 

twelfth at the 

meet but still 

showed off 

some strength 

in its youth. 

Freshmen Ga-

bi Razma and 

Jaclyn Setina 

both had solid 

days. Setina 

ed ged  ou t 

F r a n k l i n ’ s 

Emily Young 

by .05 meters 

to finish first 

in the pole 

vault with a 

1.64m vault. 

Razma, an all-

around athlete 

who has seen success in both sprinting and jump-

ing, placed second in the triple jump (34’ 5 ¾”).  

Sophomore Charles Spaeth prepares to put the shot  for Rose-Hulman Track team.  

Rose-Hulman Athletics 

” 



Flipside 8 Friday the 13th (again) 

“What’s your name? I should 
know it; something special made 
me think of you.” 

- Dr. Martland 

 “Special” as in A+ on my next 

test? 

“This is the greatest piece of 

chalk. It’s like Dove made a piece 

of chalk. I’m getting moisturized! 

… I’ve lost my Dove chalk al-

ready … Does anyone want to try 

my chalk?” 

-Dr. Lovell 

Is “chalk” code for something 

else? 

“The ecosystem supports life. 

Most importantly mine, then my 

dog’s, then my daughter’s, then 

you guys.” 

- Dr. Robinson 

Good to know your priorities, 

Professor. 

*while asking for evals* “Don’t 

just say, ‘I hate that guy’, say, ‘I 

hate that guy because…’” 

- Dr. Lovell 

 Specificity has never helped me 

in the past. 

“If it were easy, everyone would 

have an engineering degree—

and? … there would be no bar-

tenders.” 

- Dr. Grigg 

 But professor, we have to pay 

tuition somehow! 

Rose professors say crazy 

things. E-mail them to the 

Flipside at thorn-

flipside@rose-hulman.edu Humanity classes that should be offered 

at Rose 

1.  Supermodel sketching 

2. The Alphabet 

3. Bathing 101 

4. Naptime 210  

5. Underwater basket weaving 

6. Lego building 

7. History of the Pope’s dental 

hygiene 

8. Girls: what are they? 

(prerequisite for How to talk 

to girls without passing out) 

9. Finger painting 

10. The 90’s: yesterday, today, 

and forever 

11. Like Yoda, how to talk 

12. Netflix (must have a GPA 

of 3.5 or better) 

13. Always swipe right: a 

guide to Tinder 

14. So you’re dating a  

Woodsie: what now? 

15. The exotic world of Terre 

Haute 

16. RIP your manhood:  

a man’s guide to Pinterest. 

17. What is a burrito? (a phi-

losophy class) 

18. How to get married by 22

(previously titled “Attending 

Rose-Hulman”) 

19. You’re gonna need pants: 

a guide to attending class 

20. How not to be THAT guy 

21. Caffeine (with lab) 

22. Preparing for the flood: 

the art of the short pant 

23. I’m feelin’ 22 (the defini-

tive guide to Taylor Swift) 

24. The complete anthology of 

Lincoln’s top hat 

25. Painting like Hitler 

26. Romance novel cover 

photography with Dr. Thom 

27. 50 shades of loneliness: 

the engineering edition 

28. The art of equation sheet 

making 

29. The nerd run 

30. Engineering of astrology 

Fact of the Week 
 

Eskimo mothers suck snot from 
their babies’ noses. 

Welcome back for Spring Quarter! Lauren Santichen here with some encouragement: only 23 days left until break! Yeah, it’s early to start counting, but—I don’t know about anyone else—my quarter break was nowhere near long enough. I needed about another month or 

so... Enough about that! If you have any comments, questions or concerns about the paper, feel free to email me at thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu.  I’m always looking for the next joke or good laugh! If you have any ideas, please send them my way. See you next week! 

An engineer, a physicist, and an accountant were each being 

interviewed for a position as CEO of a large corporation. 

Each was asked a list of questions ending with: “How much is 

two plus two?”  

After a series of measurements and calculations, the engi-

neering announced “Four.”  

After researching and consulting with the US Bureau of 

Standards, the physicist also announced “Four.” 

Before answering, the accountant drew all the blinds in the room, 

looked out the door for loiterers, checked the phone for lis-

tening devices, and then asked, “How much do you want it to be?” 


